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Bake Sale/Re-gifting Launches Christmas Fever

The social event of the November 17th
meeting was the baking and re-gifting
sale. Members stocked up on Christmas
baking and recycled gifts in preparation
for the busy Christmas season. (more
photos on page 8)
Janet Gardner, Karen Steel & Lee Wakelin ponder their selections

Joan Palmer and Ann Closs select scrumptious goodies
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President’s Message

Well this has been quite a
week! Monday night I read
bedtime stories to my one year
old grandbaby and tucked him
into bed. Last night I visited
my 89 year old Dad in
ICU. Guess what - you never know what life is
going
to
throw
at
you.
My thoughts for the month .... Christmas is coming, that magical time of the year when we all
come together and celebrate loving and caring for
each other. So revel in your personal traditions,
whether it involves family or friends or a community - Probus or otherwise - find joy in the delight
of the children in your life, the bustle, the glitter
and the craziness. Hug those closest to you, say a
prayer to whatever God you believe in and most of
all have a Merry and Safe Christmas.
Peace
Judi
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Top 10 reasons computers must be male:
1. They have a lot of data but are still clueless.
2. A better model is always just around the corner.
3. They look nice and shiny until you bring them home.
4. It is always necessary to have a backup.
5. They'll do whatever you say if you push the right buttons.
6. The best part of having either one is the games you can
play.
7. In order to get their attention, you have to turn them on.
8. The lights are on but nobody's home.
9. Big power surges knock them out for the night.
10. Size does matter
By: Carolyn Anderson -- of AgeSmart

Two young boys were spending the night at their
grandparents. At bedtime, the two boys knelt beside
their beds to say their prayers when
the youngest one began praying at the
top of his lungs.
I PRAY FOR A NEW BICYCLE…
I PRAY FOR A NEW XBOX 360...
I PRAY FOR A NEW DVD PLAYER…

His older brother leaned over and nudged the
younger brother and said, "Why are you shouting
your prayers? God isn't deaf." To which the little
brother replied, "No, but Gramma is!"

Did you hear about the guy whose whole left side was cut off? He's all right now
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Speaker’s Corner
POLAR BEARS IN CANADA

Brenda Nutter, a resident of Baltimore, is a
traveller and a photographer who has visited all
seven continents! Her
photography displays
geographic and biological knowledge comingled with artistic joy
from each camera click.
Probus Northshore attendees were treated to a thoughtful commentary
on her remarkable black and white slides of a Canadian Northern Paradise: Churchill, Manitoba. Our audience was
whisked away to share
time with the human
and polar bear inhabitants of Churchill.
The first topic discussed was the town of
Churchill itself. While
it is definitely a small
town, it has a few large
surprises. For instance,
a gigantic former military base has been
turned into a recreation area and a museum of Inuit
art. Furthermore, it requires an extra long train or
flight to reach this solitary place. Eco-tourism
companies provide rides on gargantuan vehicles
called ‘tundra buggies’ (their rubber tires alone are
six feet high!). Churchill also has an unusual asset:
a polar bear jail! It is actually a compound where
nuisance bears are kept after they have been caught
in town. Any bears who decide to ‘nose about’ the
town are either chased away with noisy helicopters
or caught in extremely large canisters baited with
tempting legs of venison. They are sent back to
their habitat when the ice freezes over again in the
bay.
Her slide show “Canada North” revealed the stark

beauty leading to overwhelming awe awaiting any
visitor. We saw snow and ice covered landscapes:
including the treacherously uneven ground, the
vertically pointed rocks, scrub trees frozen solid
and the frozen grasses posed in their last wavy motion before winter claimed them.
The polar bears and interesting knowledge about
them comprised the third topic. These large white
predatory animals belong to an exclusive club. Not
very many creatures inhabit, during Arctic winter,
the ‘circumpolar’ region. In some other countries,
Polar bears are considered endangered, but Canada
has many, and a large proportion of them arrive in
Churchill each year ‘when the ice goes out’. This
phrase refers to the fact that the
bears actually ‘come in’ from
the ice floes they use to hunt the
seals they eat. Churchill experiences thousands of bears
‘coming in’ (to live on the land
for mating and birthing). During
Arctic summer, while the bears
are on land, they have no access
to seals for food. They are hungry most of this time.
Brenda showed us slides of
tourists in tundra buggies snapping photos of very inquisitive
polar bears standing on their
back feet and sniffing the tourists’ presence. She
asked us what we thought they might eat during
their time ashore: perhaps an unlucky tourist? an
Arctic hare or two? some chained up sled dogs?
The answer is really ‘anything’. Polar bears are
carnivorous (some would say omnivorous) predators.
So, yes, go to Churchill to see their majestic
beauty, their towering strength observable when
males ‘play fight’, and their loyal family values
(cubs stay with the mothers for up to three years).
But do not stand on the ground anywhere near
them!

Jill Mills
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Christmas Party
Cobourg lions centre

Doors open 6:15 pm for cocktails
Dinner served at 7:00 pm

The committee has worked
hard to provide another
great event. A served turkey
dinner, great music, games,
prizes and fun for all.

.

December 8th

Don't miss this party!!
Make up a group or come on
your own and join a table.
Table reservations can be
made. Guests are welcome.

Music provided by

Unrehearsed
Bob Trennum & Lee Batchelor

Tickets $32—Purchase deadline Dec 1st
Please see Maureen Wells or Dixie Winkworth.
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How old are you?? Really!
From the following list of 25 items, count all the ones that
you remember -- not the ones you were told about! How to
score yourself is at the end.

1. Blackjack chewing gum
2. Wax Coke-shaped bottles with colored sugar-water
3. Candy cigarettes
4. Soda-pop machines that dispensed bottles
5. Coffee shops with tableside jukeboxes
6. Home milk delivery in glass bottles with cardboard stoppers
7. Party lines
8. Newsreels before the movie
9. P. F. Flyers
10. Butch wax
11. Telephone numbers with a word prefix (e.g., Olive - 6933)
12. Peashooters
13. Howdy Doody
14. 45-RPM records ... and 78-RPM records
15. S&H Green Stamps
16. Hi-fi systems
17. Metal ice trays with lever
18. Mimeograph paper
19. Blue flashbulb
20. Packards
21. Rollerskate keys
22. Cork popguns
23. Drive-in theaters
24. Studebakers
25. Washtub wringers
If you remembered!
0 - 5 = You're still young
6 - 10 = You are getting older
11 - 15 = Don't tell your age
16 - 25 = You're older than you think!
.
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Test your teens!!!
These are from test papers and essays submitted to science and health
teachers by junior high, high school,
and college students around the
world. It is truly astonishing what
weird science our young scholars
can create under the pressures of
time and grades.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

"When you breath, you inspire. When you do not
breath, you expire."
"H2O is hot water, and CO2 is cold water"
"When you smell an oderless gas, it is probably carbon
monoxide"
"Nitrogen is not found in Ireland because it is not found
in a free state"
"Water is composed of two gins, Oxygin and Hydrogin.
Oxygin is pure gin. Hydrogin is gin and water."
"Three kinds of blood vessels are arteries, vanes and
caterpillars."
"Respiration is composed of two acts, first inspiration,
and then expectoration
"Mushrooms always grow in damp places and so they
look like umbrellas."
"The body consists of three parts- the brainium, the borax and the abominable cavity. The brainium contains
the brain, the borax contains the heart and lungs, and the
abominable cavity contains the bowls, of which there
are five - a, e, i, o, and u."
"The pistol of a flower is its only protections agenst
insects."
"The skeleton is what is left after the insides have been
taken out and the outsides have ben taken off. The purpose of the skeleton is something to hitch meat to."
"The tides are a fight between the Earth and moon. All
water tends towards the moon, because there is no water
in the moon, and nature abhors a vacuum. I forget where
the sun joins in this fight."
"A fossil is an extinct animal. The older it is, the more
extinct it is."
"Equator: A managerie lion running around the Earth
through Africa."
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Social Activities and Events
Christmas Party is on December 8th at the Lions Centre. We hope you
can all come out to enjoy good food, good music and great friends. Tickets
are now on sale at $32, please see Maureen Wells or Dixie Winkworth.
Drinks and Appies will be at Dixie and John Winkworth’s house at 1266
Ontario St. on Dec. 15th. Please let them know if you can attend.
The Lunch Bunch will be going out for lunch sometime after the second
meeting in January. Details to be announced

Newsletter Contributions
Your editors are working hard to make the newsletter interesting, informative and appealing.
There are many activities associated with the club. We would welcome any pictures or short descriptions of club activities that you participate in. This would enable the newsletter to better reflect the vibrancy of the Northshore Probus Club of Cobourg and would surely be a useful tool for
new or prospective members.
You may contact us with any of your materials at:
Bryan Armstrong —bryana@sympatico.ca
Peter Chrisomalis —- pchrisomalis@cogeco.ca
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Here’s to all of us born before 1979
First, we survived being born to mothers who
smoked and/or drank while they were
pregnant. They took aspirin, ate blue cheese dressing, tuna from a can, and didn't get
tested for diabetes. Then after that trauma, we were
put to sleep on our tummies in baby
cribs covered with bright colored lead-based paints.
We
had
no
childproof
lids
on
medicine bottles, doors or cabinets and when we
rode our bikes, we had no helmets, not
to mention, the risks we took hitchhiking. As infants
& children, we would ride in cars
with no car seats, booster seats, seat belts or air bags.
Riding in the back of a pick up on a
warm day was always a special treat. We drank water from the garden hose and NOT
from a bottle. We shared one soft drink with four
friends, from one bottle and NO ONE
actually died from this. We ate cupcakes, white
bread and real butter and drank Kool-aid
made with sugar, but we weren't overweight because, WE WERE ALWAYS OUTSIDE
PLAYING! We would leave home in the morning
and play all day, as long as we were
back when the streetlights came on. No one was able
to reach us all day. And we were
O.K. We would spend hours building our go-carts
out of scraps and then ride down the
hill, only to find out we forgot the brakes. After running into the bushes a few times, we
learned to solve the problem. We did not have Playstations,
Nintendo's,
X-boxes,
no
video games at all, no 150 channels on cable, no
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video movies or DVD's, no surroundsound or CD's, no cell phones, no personal computers, no Internet or chat rooms....... WE
HAD FRIENDS and we went outside and found
them! We fell out of trees, got cut, broke
bones and teeth and there were no lawsuits from
these accidents. We ate worms and mud
pies made from dirt, and the worms did not live in us
Growing
older isgiven
merely aBB
matter guns
of feelingfor
your corns
forever.• We
were
our 10th birthdays, made up games with sticks and
tennis balls and, although we were
told it would happen, we did not put out very many
eyes. We rode bikes or walked to a
friend's house and knocked on the door or rang the
bell, or just walked in and talked to
them! Little League had tryouts and not everyone
made the team Those who didn't had to
learn to deal with disappointment. Imagine that!!
The idea of a parent bailing us out if we broke the
law was unheard of. They actually sided with the
law!
These
generations
have
produced some of the best risk-takers, problem
solvers and inventors ever! The past 50
years have been an explosion of innovation and new
ideas.
We
had
freedom,
failure,
success and responsibility, and we learned HOW TO
DEAL WITH IT ALL! If YOU are
one of them CONGRATULATIONS! You might
want to share this with others who have
had the luck to grow up as kids, before the lawyers
and
the
government
regulated
so
much of our lives for our own good. While you are
at it, forward it to your kids so they
will know how brave (and lucky) their parents were.
K i n d o f m a k e s yo u w a n t t o r u n
through the house with scissors, doesn't it?!

Portugal and the Mediterranean Cruise March 2011
Still time to sign up. Sharron has info if needed

Growing old is a matter of merely feeling your corns rather than feeling your oats
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