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September
Apps &
Drinks

Your Probus Calendar
Oct 10

Oct. 15
Oct. 17
Oct. 24
Oct. 24
Oct. 29
Oct. 29

Dorothy Spicer, Gloria LeBlanc & Leo Spicer enjoying
a friendly conversation at Mike Jenkins & Linda
Popham’s open “bar”.

Nov. 4
Nov. 7
Nov. 12
Nov. 14

TBA
John King, Mike Jenkins, Gary Chadwick, Willy Jakobi
and Lee Horner – guy talk in the man cave.

Want to host an Apps & Drinks Event?
It’s soooo easy.
Contact our Special Events Co-ordinator Gary
Chadwick at chadwickg@sympatico.ca or
905.885.0585

Probus Meeting at the Town Park
Recreation Centre at 9:30 am.
Speaker: Luke de Sadeleer, “the
couples coach”. Retired lecturer from
Ryerson University will speak about
relationships.
Euchre 1:30 pm at the Ruth Clarke
Centre (Garry Curtis 905-885-5304)
Apps & Drinks from 2 pm to 5 pm
at Charlie Dobbie & Gwen Logan’s –
Party Room, 145 Third St., Cobourg
Probus Meeting in the Sculthorpe
Theatre, upstairs at the Capitol
Theatre. Speaker to be advised.
Lunch Bunch – 12 noon at the
Golden Chopstiks, 20 King St. W.,
Cobourg
Euchre 1:30 pm at the Ruth Clarke
Centre (Garry Curtis 905-885-5304)
Pub Night 6:00 pm at the Beamish
(George Grimes 905-885-1594)
Bowling 1:30 pm, North Shore
Lanes at the Northumberland Mall,
Cobourg. (Bryan Rose 905-797-3415)
Apps & Drinks 2 pm to 5 pm at
Steve Snell’s – 72 Centennial Drive,
Port Hope.
Euchre 1:30 PM at the Ruth Clarke
Centre (Garry Curtis 905-885-5304)
Probus Meeting at the Town Park
Recreation Centre at 9:30 am.
Speaker: Burnham’s Market,
Cobourg.
November Rovers – details to be
announced.
Sign up for many of the above
events at our sign-up table

SEPTEMBER LUNCH BUNCH

DRIVE AND DINE ON
SEPTEMBER 19TH

Enjoying lunch at the Massey House in Newcastle
are, from left to right, Mike O’Grady, Kathy
Wallace, Tom McMahon, Carolyn and Ray Williams,
Sylvia McMahon, Leslie Ewert and Joan O’Grady.
Many thanks to Elaine Simmons for organizing.
**********************

Gary Chadwick and Roger Ingram in car, with Gail and
Lacey in the back seat, checking in at the Lion’s
Centre in Cobourg with Penny McMahon and Brian
Board, our organizers. Ken and Yvonne O’Neill are
waiting in the background.

Annual General Meeting

at the Ganaraska Forest Centre on
September 12th

A delicious stop along the way.
A good turn out for the AGM breakfast meeting in
the great hall at the centre.

Rosalie Jakobi, Liz Linton, Gary and Gail Chadwick and
Willy Jakobi enjoying the rest stop.

Past President Steve showing us how to ‘muddy’ the
headwaters of the Ganaraska River, after the
meeting.
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And we all finished up at St. John’s Church Hall for a
fabulous lunch/dinner.

NEW
MEMBERS

Bob Gibson
I am pleased to be a new member of Ganaraska Valley
Probus. I have attended several meetings over the past
couple of years as a guest with my wife June, who has
been a member for two years. I retired three months
ago. My memorable highlights to date are my 36 years
of marriage to June, the birth of our son and daughter
and their weddings, and most recently the arrival of
three grandchildren, including twin girls, and a soon to
arrive fourth grandchild due in November. I am a
Chartered Accountant and have degrees from York
University. Most of my career has been in commercial
real estate in various finance functions. June, I and our
family have lived in North York, Pickering, Whitby,
Calgary (twice), Ottawa and now Rice Lake – where
we are retired. Interests include reading, skating, the
Toronto Maple Leafs, baseball, the gym, golf and
travel.

Gloria LeBlanc
Although Gloria has only been in Port Hope for 10
years, she is well known to many as the first person
who looked after you when you walked into the TD
Bank. Gloria retired from a long career in banking
mostly in the Durham region and ending with her time
as Customer Service Representative in the Port Hope
TD Bank. Gloria has two sons, both successful
businessmen, and twin grandchildren. She is a
voracious reader and a constant gardener. Many will
recognize her from seeing her on her long walks with
longtime partner and fellow walker, Lee Horner.

Marion Huffman
Lee Horner
Lee has lived in Port Hope for about 25 years. He has
followed a few different career paths but the last was
delivering new cars to dealers with one of those big
trucks you see on the highway. He is widowed and has
two sons that played on teams he coached in Port Hope
minor sports. He enjoys the gym and travel and is a
lifetime bird watcher and nature freak. He can
frequently be seen around town walking with his
longtime partner and walking companion (and new
Probus member) Gloria LeBlanc.
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I was born in Port Hope and have lived here most of my
life. I spent the majority of my teaching career as a
Special Education teacher at Newcastle Public School
retiring in 2009. I am an involved parishioner at St
John's Anglican Church. I have a passion for golf and
enjoy the outdoors; trail walking, bird watching, biking
and camping. I attend a tai chi class. I am an avid
reader and enjoying cooking and knitting. I participate
annually in the Northumberland Canadian Cancer
Society Relay for Life. I have always loved to travel
and continue to seek out new adventures.
My husband Peter and I have two grown children and
three grandchildren.

Ken Prue

The Real Story of Laura Secord
(Spoiler Alert: this story does not support the
images of a cow or chocolates)
Story by Linda Goldie

Story by Bob Kearns

Our speaker at the AGM was Peggy Dymond Leavy, a
retired teacher and author of historical books. Peggy
spoke about her book on Laura Secord, heroine of the
War of 1812 which was written to coincide with the
bicentennial of that war in May 2012.
Laura Secord (nee Ingersoll) was born in
Massachusetts in 1775. Her mother died when she was
8 and she had 2 stepmothers by the time she was 14.
After the American Revolution, she moved to Canada
with her family when her father applied for a land grant in
Upper Canada. The family operated a tavern at
Queenston where Laura met James Secord, a
shopkeeper from nearby St. Davids. Laura and James
married and lived in the back of his store. Later they
opened a business in Queenston and built a home there.
Canada became the battleground for the war between
Britain and the United States and James fought in that
war. In 1812, he was wounded at the Battle of
Queenston Heights and Laura showed her tenacity when
she climbed to the battlefield and managed to bring him
home. He was never able to walk well again.
The family had to billet American officers at their home
in Queenston and Laura somehow acquired information
that the Americans were going to attack at Beaver Dam.
She decided that she had to warn the British of this
surprise attack. At the time Laura was 38 years old and
the mother of 5 children. Laura left home at 4:30 am on
June 22, 1813 and walked for 17 hours taking a
roundabout route to Beaver Dam. She would have had
to deal with the heat, snakes, animals, flooded streams
and fear as the penalty for spying was death by firing
squad. She reached General Fitzgibbon to deliver her
message and the British subsequently ambushed the
Americans.
Laura was a true heroine. She lived to be 92 and a
monument in her honour was erected at Queenston
Heights in 1911. However, to set the record straight, she
did not encounter American sentries on her journey,
there was no cow, she did not carry a milk pail and she
did not make the 20 mile trip in her bare feet. As for the
chocolates that carry her name and image, she was
chosen as a symbol of Canadian goodness and purity
and that honour is well deserved.

At our September 26th meeting, Ken Prue, owner
of Northumberland Theatre, spoke to us about
TIFF, Toronto International Film Festival, now in
its 38th year and one of the major film festivals
worldwide, for three reasons.
1) It is a People’s Festival
2) 500,000 people viewed 366 movies in 2013 and
chose “12 Years a Slave” as the Best Movie.
3) Movies launch at TIFF in September to qualify
for Oscar nominations in December.
Ken went to a lot of movies when he was in
France and was greatly influenced by two movies:
“Decline of the American Empire: and “Children
of a Lesser God”.
Returning to Canada he was a marketing manager
for major firms, including Galaxy Entertainment,
and attended TIFF yearly. He retired to Cobourg,
formed the Film Society and now tries to bring
thoughtful movies for thoughtful people as well as
those written for the 16 year old girls and their
boyfriends demographic to Northumberland
Theatres.

The author,
Peggy Dymond
Leavey signing
her book for
Garry Curtis
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

YOUR PROBUS EXECUTIVE FOR 2013-2014

The following is Joan’s speech from the AGM:
During the years I was gainfully employed I
served on many committees. While I was always a
little apprehensive at the beginning of each
project, with a willing and friendly group of
people, working for a common cause, we got the
job done and I always made new friends along the
way.
Joan O’Grady
President

Steve Snell
Past President

Since joining Probus over 6 years ago I have
certainly made some “wild & crazy” new friends
and had a great time.
Steve and Susan are great people to work
alongside. Both are efficient managers, they are
insightful and supportive and willing to go the
extra mile, not just for our group but in helpingout at the regional level as well.

Ray Williams
Vice President

Bruce Britton
Treasurer

Our Probus group is only as strong as the members
who volunteer to do the work and I want to
express my sincere appreciation to the new
Executive Committee, along with the many
volunteers who never let us down to make sure the
meetings and outings run smoothly and everyone
has a good time.

Gail Chadwick
Secretary

I look forward to continuing the good work of
previous Presidents. I hope to make a few small
innovations along the way so that we don’t get too
set in our ways.
I don’t want anyone falling
asleep during my term.

Mike O’Grady
Membership

Thank you all for your continued support of our
PROBUS club – let’s make sure we enjoy another
year of fun and companionship.
Joan O’Grady

Lois Meadows & Marion Griffin
Meeting Organization

Gary Chadwick
Special Events

HAPPY TRAILS

Charlie Dobbie
Program

To some of our members who will be
heading south this month. Have a
safe and happy winter.
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Lacey Ingram
Communications

SHARE THE WEALTH
WINNER

September 26

Dave Strong

GANARASKA VALLEY PROBUS CLUB
EXECUTIVE 2013 – 2014

VICE PRESIDENT:
905.885.4309

$41.00

CATERERS

Oct. 24
Captain:
Helpers:

Nov. 14
Captain:
Helpers:

Ray Williams
ray.williams.ca@gmail.com

PAST PRESIDENT:
Steve Snell
905.885.9929
stephen.snell2@sympatico.ca

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER
CREWS
Oct. 10
Captain:
Helpers:

Joan O’Grady
joanog@cogeco.ca

PRESIDENT:
905.885.1018

Lois Meadows & Marion Griffin
Liz Linton
George Grimes

SECRETARY:
905.885.0585

Gail Chadwick
chadwickg@sympatico.ca

TREASURER:
905.342.9508

Bruce Britton
brucebritton99@yahoo.ca
Mike O’Grady
ogradym@cogeco.ca

MEMBERSHIP:
905.885.1018

Georgina & Bryan Rose
Carole Elliott
Heather McKeown
Mary Lycett

MEETING ORGANIZATION: Lois Meadows
905.885.6715
allmeadows@sympatico.ca
and
905.885.6654

Marion Griffin
Eunice Hogg
Frank Griffin
George Grimes

Marion Griffin
frank.griffin@sympatico.ca

PROGRAM:
905.377.8911

GREETERS

Charlie Dobbie
charliedobbie@hotmail.com

SPECIAL EVENTS:

905.885.0585
Oct. 10
Oct. 24
Nov. 14

Eric & Jan Blaikie
Carol Patterson
Anthony Skinner
George Grimes

Gary Chadwick
chadwickg@sympatico.ca

COMMUNICATIONS:
905.885.5724

THE LAST WORD

Lacey Ingram
dlaceyingram@yahoo.ca

GANARASKA CURRENTS
http://www.probusnorthumberland.com/ganaraska_news.htm

If you don't like something, change it. If you can't
change it, change your attitude.

EDITOR: Lacey Ingram
dlaceyingram@yahoo.ca
Tel: 905.885.5724

Maya Angelou

Only two things are infinite, the universe and
human stupidity, and I'm not sure about the former.

ASST. EDITOR: Lorna Turner
lornaturner@rogers.com
Tel: 905.446.0146

Albert Einstein

Once you replace negative thoughts with positive
ones, you'll start having positive results.

SPEAKERS
If you have any suggestions for
speakers for our Probus meetings,
please contact Charlie Dobbie at
905.377.8911 or
charliedobbie@hotmail.com

Willie Nelson

A good head and a good heart are always a
formidable combination.
Nelson Mandela

I'd rather regret the things I've done than regret the
things I haven't done.
Lucille Ball
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