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JULY 10 MEETING

The Third Battle of Mons
Most of us of a certain age know about the bloody, deadly
and futile Battle of Mons in World War I. Some of us have
even heard of the “Second Battle of Mons” in 1918. But a
Third Battle of Mons? In 1928? In Cobourg? Who knew? As
it turns out, our own Harry Nash did. And at our July 10
meeting, he filled us in on the details.
“I wanted to give this presentation for a number of reasons,”
he said. “One of them was that this year's theme at our
town's Heritage Centre is ‘Cobourg at War’. Another is that
General [Sir Arthur] Currie can never be honoured enough
for his leadership. And the third: many older Canadians
have personal links to World War I, but to our grandchildren
it is as remote as the U.S Civil War is to us”.
‘The Third Battle’, we learned from Harry, came when the
Port Hope Evening Guide took up the cause of Sir Sam
Hughes, the minister responsible for munitions during the
war, who had launched scurrilous attacks on General Currie
in Parliament, accusing him of a blatant disregard for the
lives of his soldiers and labelling him a butcher of “his boys.”
Following a report in the Toronto Globe of the unveiling of a
plaque in Mons commemorating the recapture of the town
by Canadian troops on November 11, 1918 – only hours
before the Armistice took effect – Evening Guide owner
Frederick Wilson and editor William Preston published an
editorial that led to the so-called ‘Third Battle of Mons’. “It is
doubtful whether... there was a more deliberate and
useless waste of human life than in the so-called capture of
Mons,” it said. “... the Commander-in-Chief conceived the
mad idea that it would be a fine thing to say that the
Canadians had sounded the last shot in the Great War.”
The editorial claimed that Currie and his staff had, “with
conspicuous bravery, brought up the rear,” and that “there
are hearts in Port Hope stricken with sorrow and mourning
through this worse than drunken spree by Canadian
Headquarters.” Currie, who was now chancellor of
Montreal's McGill University, sued Wilson and Preston for
libel, claiming $50,000 in damages.

The case – the “Third Battle of Mons” – was heard in
the Old Bailey courtroom of Victoria Hall in April, 1928.
The court heard that one soldier, Private George Lawrence
Price, was the sole casualty of the action that day; that
General Haig had ordered Currie to continue pursuing the
Germans until the Armistice was confirmed; and that there
was no evidence of the Guide's allegation that Canadian
troops had threatened to kill their commanders unless they
were withdrawn.
The jury, with one dissenter, found for Currie, awarding him
only $500 but ordering Wilson and Preston to pay legal
costs. The ‘Third Battle’ now over, Currie celebrated at the
Dunham Hotel on Swayne Street with some of his officers
and read from a letter from the father of Pte Price. “I wish
to convey to you sir,” it said in part, “my humble hope that
you will succeed in bringing to justice those responsible for
bringing this case before the public, because all of this
simply renews old wounds that are best forgotten.”

~Michael Conlon

JULY 23rd at WESTBEN THEATRE

On Wednesday, July 23rd, twenty-six Probians were treated
to a wonderful feast for the ears at Westben Arts Festival
Theatre. We were entertained with the music from
Phantom of the Opera, expertly performed by Mark DuBois
as the Phantom, Donna Bennett as Christine Daaé,
Gabrielle Prata as La Carlotta, Robert Longo as Raoul,
Viscount of Chagny, Marcus Wilson as André and
Samantha Marineau as Meg.
The story was brought to life through the piano and
electronic keyboard under the very capable hands of Brian
Finley. No need for elaborate sets to transport us back in
time to 1881 for the Opera Populaire … the music was
everything!!
A Standing Ovation for our entertainment co-ordinator for
picking this particular interpretation of one of our favourite
Broadway programs.

- Heather Jansen

2014 COBOURG
CANADA DAY PARADE
( Canada Day, and subsequently this article, arrived after the
publication deadline and after the issue had been put to bed, so
there was no way to get it in the July issue. However here it is
now for your viewing pleasure.)

Our proud Canadian Flag bearers were Roslynne
Cooke, Brian Scott, Harry Nash and Ron Sargent.
They were followed by Marg Curtis and Lynn Wallace
with our Club Banner. Our walkers this year were Gail
and Don Tapscott and Don’s brother Gene who
apparently was the motivator for all three. Also
walking with us this year was new member Kathy
McKellar.
Despite the three day warning of doom and gloom,
Canada Day dawned bright and sunny.
All
preparations had been completed the evening before
so all that remained was to load up the PROBUS sign
and head for the starting point. As usual, the staff at
Cobourg Parks and Recreation were extremely cooperative and helped load the truck for us. Not that
the dozen doughnuts didn’t help.

President Jaimie was guest of honour in Bill Alls
1951 Mercury (evilly black) classic car. Gord and
Vickie Catton handled Don’s truck and I rode
backwards on the tail-gate. What a way to see a
parade! A sincere thank you to all who participated.
You’re a wonderful group to work with.
- Errol Markle

Don and Marjorie Jones were unable to be with us this
year but Don arranged for his truck to be available for
us. We are most appreciative of Don and Marjorie’s
generosity as it permits us to proudly display the
PROBUS sign originally created in 2003 as a
collaborative effort with Cobourg and Port Hope
PROBUS Clubs.

Billie Buzzbee says,” Some days you’re the pigeon.
Other days you’re the statue. Get used to it!”

July 24th Meeting

June 24th Golf at Cobourg Creek

Our golf outing on June 24th at Cobourg Creek was
for the PROBUS Golf Shield. Poor weather severely
curtailed the turnout, however for those who played,
the rain miraculously cleared, and a most enjoyable
round was had by all. Our morning finished with a
nice pub lunch.

Harry Nash presented Michelle Falone from the
Communications Branch of Consumer Affairs Ontario

WINNERS
Probus Shield:
Bill Alls, Frank Crowley, Michael Hanlon
Most Accurate Drive:
Carol Lynn

“Be a smart consumer …we can help.” This is the

slogan of Consumer Affairs Ontario, and on July 24th
we were given all sorts of important tips on how to
become better educated consumers and stay more
secure in an ever increasing world of scam.
Michelle delivered an excellent presentation and gave
us a list of “no-no’s” …things we should never do,
such as never carry your SIN card with you, keep it at
home in a safe place. Never give out your SIN number
over the phone to anyone, no matter who they say
they are. Never give out your bank account number,
credit card number nor any other personal details …
financial institutions never ask for this info over the
phone.
And when you discard all of your monthly statements,
i.e telephone bills, hydro bills, bank statements etc.,
make sure you shred them before going in the
garbage. Scam artists search for your personal data
everywhere, including in your trash, so shred, shred,
shred! Buying a shredder may be one of the most
important purchases you can make.
These are but a few of the ‘”do not’s”, and many more
are covered in the pamphlets that Michelle left behind.
If you didn’t get copies and/or want more information,
contact Ontario Ministry of Consumer Services at
www.onario.ca/consumer, or call toll free 1-800-8899768.

Nearest Pin:
Bill Alls
Putting Contest:
Bill Alls
Note: Bill was tested and found to be
free of performance enhancing drugs!

It’s Membership Time!
We sure hope you are planning to renew your
membership for the 2014/15 season – and payment
is now due!
$30 cheque payable to
Probus Club of Northumberland
While we’re happy to accept a post-dated cheque up
to August 31st, we would appreciate receiving your
commitment now so we can prepare our new
membership list.
Did you know that we had
183 members in 2013/14?

Gord & Dianne Graham
289 252-0418

Do you suffer from chronic pain?
This NHH course may be for you

Some amazing facts about the human body

~ Jennifer Gillard, Director of Communications,
Northumberland Hills Hospital
For some, particularly those with autoimmune disorders,
pain is a constant presence. Standard medical
interventions—medication, surgery—fail to bring relief and
they live with pain, at some level, day in and day out.
Dr. Jackie Gardner-Nix has built an entire medical practice
around her desire to help such patients. Now, thanks to the
expanding Ontario Telemedicine Network (OTN) program
at Northumberland Hills Hospital (NHH), she is bringing that
practice to this community.
Trained in England, Gardner-Nix worked with patients in
London (Ontario), Scarborough and Toronto before, most
recently, establishing a practice in Northumberland.
Northumberland and, specifically, the OTN connection in
NHH’s community mental health services at 1011 Elgin
Street West, Cobourg, now serve as Gardner-Nix’s parttime base for her innovative work exploring the pain relief
that “mindfulness” and formal meditation practice can bring.
“Health care is changing,” says Gardner-Nix, “taking into
account the essential mind/body connection.”
“Among the many skills taught, what we’re doing in
mindfulness work through our Mindfulness-Based Chronic
Pain Management Program is showing patients their
triggers for pain. Once they know their triggers, they can
learn how to manage them,” says Gardner-Nix.
“There is no typical patient,” she concedes, “Generally I
work with those who suffer chronic pain—pain lasting more
than six months or beyond normal healing time. Patients
who have found relief came to me with a range of chronic
conditions, including arthritis, fibromyalgia, migraines,
Crohn’s disease, depression, pelvic pain, insomnia and
lower back pain. Most of my patients suffer from pain that
has not responded to the usual medical interventions. Many
are women, but not all, and the average age is 45.”

~ The brain is more active at night than during the
day
~ The higher your IQ, the more you dream
~The nail on your middle finger grows faster than
other fingernails
~ Fingernails grow four times faster than toe nails
~ Women’s hearts beat faster than men’s
~ The strongest muscle in the human body is the
tongue
~ During your lifetime you will produce enough saliva
to fill two swimming pools
~ If your saliva cannot mix with food, you will not be
able to taste the food like (like when you have dry
mouth)
~ By age 60 most people have lost half their taste
buds
~ After eating too much, your hearing is less sharp

SINGLES CLUB LUNCHEON
Victoria Inn
Gore’s Landing
Thursday, August 21st
~ Louise Barraclough

Gardner-Nix is offering a 13-week course for patients and
a related 10-week course for health-care providers this fall.
Set to launch at NHH in September, the courses aim to shift
patients from a life of chronic pain and the “revolving door”
of medical help to permanent, self-directed relief.

John R. Morris Award Correction

Referral instructions and further background on
Mindfulness-Based Chronic Pain Management will be
found in the related news release on nhh.ca or by
contacting Patti Ley, NHH’s OTN Coordinator, at 905-3726811, ext. 3050.

We have been notified that Stone Avery was the
recipient of this award in 2009 when it was presented
to him by John Morris. The award may only be
awarded to a Probian once, and therefore the
ceremony planned by the PROBUS Club of Cobourg
on September 4th has been cancelled.

Billy Buzzbee’s Banana Test
Billie Buzzbee wants you to know:
Why men’s clothes have buttons on the right and
women’s clothes have buttons on the left.
Because when buttons were invented, they were
expensive and worn only by rich people. Since most
people were right handed, it was easier to push
buttons on the right through holes on the left. But
because wealthy women were dressed by their maids,
dressmakers put the buttons on the left which would
be the maids’ right. And nothing has changed since
(except for the maid’s part).

There is a very, very tall coconut tree and there are 4
animals: a lion, a chimp, a giraffe, and a squirrel.
They decide to compete to see who the fastest is to
get a banana off the tree. Who will win? Your answer
will reflect your personality, so think very carefully.
Got your answer? Check out the analysis towards
the back.

Why do X’s at the end of a letter signify kisses.
Because in the Middle Ages, when most people were
unable to read or write, documents were often signed
by an X. Kissing the X represented an oath to fulfill
obligations specified in the document. The X and the
kiss eventually became synonymous.

An Etiquette Reminder
for our Meetings

Why in golf are caddies called caddies? Because
when Mary, Queen of Scots went to France as a
young girl, King Louis learned that she loved the
Scottish game of golf, so he had the first golf course
outside of Scotland built for her enjoyment. To make
sure she was properly chaperoned and guarded while
she played, Louis hired cadets from a military school
to accompany her. Mary liked this idea and when she
returned to Scotland she took the practice with her. In
French the word cadet is pronounce ‘ca-day’ and the
Scots pronounced it caddie. (And so today laddie, it’s
still caddie).
Why do people clink their glasses before drinking
a toast? Because in earlier times it used to be
common for someone to try and kill their enemy by
offering him a poisoned drink. To prove to a guest that
a drink was safe, it became customary for a guest to
pour a small amount of the drink into the host’s glass,
and then both men would drink simultaneously. When
a guest fully trusted his host, he would only touch or
clink the host’s glass with his own. (Useful to
remember the next time you attend “Appies &
Drinks”).
Why someone who is feeling really great is said to
be on Cloud Nine? Because types of clouds are
numbered according to the altitudes they attain, with
nine being the highest cloud. If someone is said to be
on cloud nine, that person is floating well above
worldly cares (which often happens when one attends
“Appies & Drinks”)

Please ensure your cell phone's ringer is off
Please ensure you are listening and
not talking when you are being addressed
Please stand when asking a question
for politeness and clarity

Thank you as always … Jamie

NEED A RIDE?

If you need a ride to a meeting or event, please
call Brian or Doreen Scott at (905) 377-0103 and
they will arrange to have you picked up and
returned home.

Ladies at the Orillia Waterfront

Stanley Cup comes to Cobourg

Nancy Jex, Barb Reading and Norma Stoffer enjoy
the waterfront at Orillia while attending the Annual
Golf Getaway in May.
Local hockey hero Justin Williams hoists the Stanley Cup
over his head at the band shell in Victoria Park on July
2014 following a parade through town led by the Cobourg
Concert Band and the Cobourg Legion Pipes & Drums
followed by hundreds of young fans .Huge crowds lined the
streets and witnessed the presentation in the park where
Mayor Brocanier announced that two plaques would be
erected on Division Street proclaiming “welcome to
Cobourg, home of Stanley Cup Champions Justin Williams
and Stephen Smith”
Justin Williams also brought along the Conn Smythe
Trophy for MVP which he won during the playoffs, as well
as the Clarence Campbell Bowl awarded to the Western
Conference champions. This is Justin’s third Stanley Cup.
Leaf fans, eat your hearts out!

Just to illustrate that golf tournaments aren’t just
about golf, many attendees used the hot tub and
fitness centre at the hotel, walked the nature trails,
went to the beach, went shopping, and tried the slots
at Casino Rama … and some even came away
winners! Goes to show you that PROBUS
Northumberland events have something for everyone.
~Photo by Gail Tapscott

BANANA TEST ANALYSIS
If your answer is:
Lion = you’re all roar
Chimp = you’re apish
Giraffe = you’re sticking your neck out
Squirrel = well, you’re squirrely
A COCONUT TREE DOESN’T HAVE BANANAS!
Obviously you’re stressed and overtired. You should
take some time off and relax. Have two glasses of
wine and a box of chocolates. And then go to lunch.
Or better still, call Dr. Phil.

~ Notes ~

Puns for Educated Minds
~ A dog gave birth to puppies in the middle of the
road and was cited for littering.
~ Two hats were hanging on a hook in the hallway.
One said to the other, “You stay here, I’ll go on
ahead”.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

~ Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in a tie.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

~ A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall. The
police are looking into it.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

~ Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana.
~ When the cannibals ate the missionary, they got a
taste of religion.
~ A grenade thrown into a French kitchen would
result in Linoleum Blownapart.
~ If you jumped off the bridge in Paris you’d be in
Seine
~ The midget fortune teller who escaped from prison
was a small medium at large.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

~ A shotgun wedding is a case of wife or death
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

~ A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion
~ A will is a dead giveaway
~ A hangover is the wrath of grapes.
-Thanks to Heather Jansen

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SOCIAL CALENDAR

SPEAKERS’ CORNER

.

August 14 – Stan Frost, Deputy Mayor of Cobourg.
Mary Poppins playing at the Capitol Theatre,
in Port Hope, August 8 – 24th. Tickets range in price
from $28 – $32.00. Call the box office at
(905) 885- 1071 for full details.

August 28 – BBQ at the Roseneath Agricultural
Grounds from 2-6 pm. The Carousel will be running!
Cost is $10.
~ Harry Nash

Our concert band series of Music In The Park
is being held every Tuesday evening around 8 pm.
Please bring your comfy lawn chairs.
We’ll be heading off to Ripley’s Aquarium on Sept
8th with a bus load of 56 people! We will board
the bus at 10:15 am, at the old Zeller’s parking lot at
the Cobourg mall and proceed to the Aquarium in
downtown Toronto, beside the Roger’s Centre. You
should bring a bag lunch to eat on the bus, as we
won’t be dining at the Mandarin in Pickering until 6:00
pm. Just a small suggestion, you might also want to
bring a small flashlight as some areas are dimly lit.
The cost for this wonderful trip is a mere $68 a person.
On Wednesday, Sept. 24th, we will continue our
adventures with a bus trip to Gananoque for a
wonderful cruise. This includes a hot lunch buffet
and a visit to Boldt Castle in US waters. We will meet
up again at the parking lot near the old Zellers. Our
bus departs at 8:10 a.m. so feel free to bring your
coffee and breakfast for the journey. We board ship
by 10:15 am and tour the Thousand Islands making a
side trip to the famous Boldt Castle.
After touring the castle, we will enjoy a delicious hot
lunch buffet on board the ship and slowly head back
towards Gananoque. If you think you need a snack
before the luncheon, you may purchase something on
board or get something on the castle grounds. We will
get our land legs back around 3:30 pm when we
disembark. This trip will cost $78.00 per person.
Please remember to bring your passport for this
trip! You can’t get on the ship without it!

~ Marilyn Csefko.

LUNCH BUNCH

August 28th- See you at the Roseneath BBQ
September 25th - Dalewood Golf Club
~ Marian Boys

PROBUS Club of Northumberland,
PO Box 491, Cobourg, Ontario, K9A 4L1

YOUR PRO-BUZZ TEAM:
Russ & Helen Hulme (289) 252-2087
<rhulme2@cogeco.ca>
Eve Gorringe (905) 885-6917
< tillybets@outlook.com >
Trish Morgan, (905) 377-1020
<patriciamorgan@sympatico.ca>
Note: Past issues of Pro-Buzz are available at
<www.probusnorthumberland.com>

DEADLINE FOR THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE IS
AUGUST 30th. EARLIER IS APPRECIATED!

