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Brenda Moore
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I sincerely hope that everyone has enjoyed the past year with PROBUS as much as I have. As President,
I got to know many of you a little better and feel fortunate to belong to such a great club.
As I look back over the year I think of all the lunches, drinks & appies, theatre performances, various
trips, annual picnic, car rally , bake sale and newsletters that we have enjoyed. Two particularly memorable things for me were the PROBUS story that we published in the Northumberland News to celebrate
PROBUS month, which featured previous PROBUS Spring Fling celebrations and in June when all
clubs in Northumberland (9) got together and held the Extravaganza with Romeo Dallaire as our guest
speaker.
A huge thank you goes out to all the dedicated, knowledgeable and hardworking Management Committee members and volunteers who make our club successful together with all members who participated in
our meetings and activities. Since this is my last President’s message, I wish everyone a great year
ahead. I know that I am leaving you in good hands as your new President is very competent, friendly,
funny, and best of all she is also called Brenda.
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“Gratitude
proSpeaker’s Corner
duces
happiness,
not the other way around.” We have to become the
active agent as the Jewish proverb states, “Refresh
others and you, yourself will be refreshed in turn.”
“Self-centredness is part of the illness.” To
emphasize this point out the centre for sex and giving are in the same areas of the brain meaning that
that the barriers that keep us seeking inward are the
same that set up barriers to other. Guilt over our
actions “saps one’s energy” He insists drugs for
low mood purported to help are “merely stop
gaps”. After all “Anxiety is anger turned inward”
so “confess your sins”...”seek forgiveness”...”make
the best of situations”.
“Be merciful” and as we have told for age
“and you shall receive mercy.” Starting with yourself is a good place to begin.

Life at the Crossroads
Murray Watson’s life twenty two years ago
was at a crossroad. Anxiety and depression were
taking their toll on his sense of self-worth. Then he
had a dream. In it he was seeking Serenity Avenue
and someone told him he had to take Kindness
Street to get there. He had found his way back. A
life marked by peaceful repose resulted from sharing kindness, a process of giving before any taking
can begin.
For him this meant a change in lifestyle, a
choice between “a piece of the bank or piece of
mind” Money is deemed worthy for what it can
give us but seeking more hardly leads to contentment. “More does not give us serenity.” Murray
maintains, "That lies in the realm of the spiritual...hands must be open both to give and to receive.” He promises, “Life will be better if people
would only change.” The millionaire still wishes
“for just a little bit more” but still is unhappy.
For problems to get better, follow Michael
Jackson advice, “Look at the man in the mirror”
and then seek forgiveness from others for one’s
own transgressions. “The Kingdom of God is [after
all] within.” He has an interesting allusion, “A cow
makes it possible for man to eat grass.”The impossible is within our grasp with the help of others.

Julius

Want a Photo?

If there is a picture you see in the Northshore Newsletter that you like. I can email
you a copy . Just let me know at
pchrisomalis@cogeco.ca and I will send it
off to you.
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The Wreck of the HMS Speedy
Ship wrecks
with the passage of
time become the
stuff of legend: the
wreck of the Hesperus a novel, the Titanic any number
stories, documentary studies and dramatic films and
more recently The
Wreck of the Edmond Fitzgerald the
subject of a Gordon
Lightfoot
song.
Now the wreck of
Ed Burtt
HMS Speedy hardly
matches up in fame
to those above, its loss merely of local note, still it
has acquired a fan in Ed Burtt and the assistance of
modern technology from his company Ocean Scan
Services.
The back story to its final voyage adds
much drama to its tragedy. The Speedy had been
built in the late 1700’s in great haste in response to
the perceived American threat. Ed explained that a
number of the crew would have to work the pumps
every time she ventured out on a voyage. On this
winter trip the ship was taking court officials, witnesses and the accused to his murder trial in
Presqu’ile. A trapper had killed an Indian and
when the white community did nothing about
bringing the culprit to justice another Indian did so
killing the trapper. Now of course justice would
prove indeed swift for the Indian however, Ed noting, “Gallows were being built even before the trial
started.” So it was that all took off on that faithful
voyage on that winter day with snow falling just
down the shoreline.
Their end would come from a come from a
collusion of circumstances: incomplete mapping of
the lake bottom, the “hurricane force winds’, the
square rigging of the ship that would not permit
entering the harbour the usual way necessitating a

trip across the bay to approach it from a different
direction, “a flat rock shoal”, everyone huddled
below decks because of the cold and the snow, the
bow striking the rocks with such force, that the water rushing with such force that it popped the deck
planking that eventually floated ashore and to be
then used by a farmer to build a barn.
The robot surveyor not only located the
wreck but also photographed many objects that
clearly identified the Speedy. Now there was no
treasure, but there was a chest, Ed theorized, containing Constitutional documents for the new court
house. Two hundred years left other artifacts that
the robot found and photographed. Even if the deck
was gone the keel and the ribs remained even the
maiden head at the ship’s bow clearly was in the
“English style”. Other signs that this was English:
a cannon with a crest and a four pound cannon ball.
The finding of the ship’s anchor with the hook iron
but the cross-member of wood proved that the ship
was built before 1826. Still it is the finding of
many small objects such as the blacksmith individually forged, square headed nails, to the acornshaped brass buttons that part of the naval military
uniform that most fascinate.
Ed assured us that sufficient artifacts could
be recovered that they could stock a museum but
the governments aren’t interested and the Speedy is
a government ship. Because of Ed’s work the last
voyage of the Speedy is not longer a mystery and
his photographs will remain the best record to mark
her passing.

Julius
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October 7th Northshore meeting was a travelling affair as over 15 cars and 65
people toured the local area filling out a score sheet and collecting cards. We
ended at Rolling Acres where the results were announced after a wonderful
lunch. Members of the committee (pictured below) administered the day. The
winners are pictured on the opposite page. Many thanks to Diane Morrison
and her team for a wonderful experience.

Judy and Al Curtis handle the 50/50 draw

Rick Potter handles (what else?!) the cards

Norma Ingram and Mary Potter collect the forms

Diane Morrison and Paddy McCoy score the sheets
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The Armstrongs & the Seymours

Eleanor Davis, Pete Moore, Lynda Ghent & Bob Robertson

The Curtis’s and the Desormeaux’s
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The Annual Bake and Craft Sale - Wednesday Nov 18, 2015.
This is the only fund raiser for the club, so please be generous with
your donations and bidding. It is a silent auction. Please bring in all
donations by 9:30AM on the day of the sale, get a bidder number,
check out the goods, then the bidding can start. Please bring bags for all
your purchases and small change to help our cashiers.

Wednesday Dec. 2, 2015.
The tickets will be $33.00 each and will be on sale at the meetings on Oct 23rd, Nov 4th and
18th during the break or you can contact Debbie Bedford at 905-372-0717. The menu is a
home cooked turkey dinner with salads, potatoes, vegetables and dessert. There will be entertainment and door prizes, so please come out for a wonderful Christmas celebration.

Membership fees for the fiscal year 2015 –2016 in the amount of $40 per member were due
October 1st. Prompt attention to this matter would be greatly appreciated.
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Since the start of our Probus Club, there have been three weddings involving two members of Probus
Northshore. The first wedding of two members was June and Bruce Collins in 2005. The second
was Sharon O’Connor and Ron Watters in 2008. The third and most recent was Cheryl Mullin and
Paddy McCoy on August 21, 2015.
Paddy McCoy

Stoney Lake cruise Wed Sept 16th
Twenty members of our club enjoyed a warm, sunny day cruising Stoney Lake on the Kawartha Spirit. The pilot was our moderator
pointing out to us spectacular cottages valued between $500,00 and $1,000,000!! We saw the Glass House used in the TV serial ‘All
My Children’. It can be viewed on a TV web site. Also seen was the ‘Church on the Rock’. Church services are held there regularly,
only accessible by boat. At noon we were served a hot chicken meal. Many thanks to our Captain Denise. We will have pictures next
newsletter. June Collins
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October 23rd - Drinks and Appies - Bill and Daphne King
October 28th - Motown the Musical - Show and bus $ 135
Supper in Cobourg optional extra
See Sharron McMann
November 4th Regular meeting - Speaker Jo Anne Page - Stephen Lewis Foundation
Grandmothers to Grandmothers program
November 6th Dinner Theatre “Harvey” 6:00 p.m. at Best Western - $44.11
See June Collins
November 18th Regular Meeting - Bake Sale
December 2

Regular Meeting at 10:00 a.m. performance by Ganaraska Chordsmen
a capella singing group(This is the last meeting of 2015)

December 2

Christmas Party 12:00 tickets $33 see Debbie Bedford

January 6

First meeting of 2016

How to get the Northshore Newsletter Online
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Go to www.probusnorthumberland.com
At the top you will see a title “news”. Click on that.
From the drop down menu choose “Northshore News”
Near the top you will see “click here to download the latest newsletter”
Click and read in full colour
You can also download any newsletter as far back as 2005,

www.probusnorthumberland.com
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