Newsletter of the PROBUS Club of Northumberland – December 2016

Ho, ho, ho! Have a Merry Christmas!
Our Halloween meeting, on October 27,
featured an alarming variety of costumes.
As usual, there was a broad selection of
senior Witches but we also had pirates
(male & female), a Cowboy, Baseball
players, a Hockey referee and players, a
Bunny, a Mexican chick, and a Mad Prof
(Einstein?). The prizes were awarded to
Lady Dracula (Doreen Guy) and the Mad
Professor (Ossie Tee, of course). Some pictures from the meeting are posted on the Probus Northumberland website - here.
>>>>

https://www.probusnorthumberland.ca/photos/northumberland-photos/68-halloween-2016

Remembrance Meeting - November 10, 2016
Our meeting began with our own Piper, Bill Ruttle, playing the Scottish lament, "Flowers of the Forest" on his own bagpipes. Then,
after one minute's silence, Verna Templar recited the famous poem,"In Flanders Field", by Canada's Lt. Col. John McRae, in World
War I. After, Marjorie and Peter Csefkó, sang about "Willie McBride", a Northern Irish lad who died far too young in WW I.

Harold Coward spoke about enlisting in the Royal Canadian Navy in 1942, and serving as an engineer on cruisers and destroyers
in the North Atlantic and Mediterranean. His final rank was Third Class Chief Engineer, and he was discharged in Charleston, SC,
1945. His lasting memory of his wartime service is the feeling of helplessness watching ships being torpedoed around him.
Michael Hanlon told us about Charlie Rutherford, from nearby
Colborne. This remarkable farm boy joined the lower ranks of the
Canadian Army in World War I, and saw action on the Somme
(1916), at Vimy Ridge (1917) and at Passchendaele (1917), all
massive confrontations. While still a lowly sergeant he was
awarded the Military Medal in February 1918 and later, after
being promoted to Lieutenant, he received the Military Cross.
Finally, in August 1918, while commanding an assaulting party in
the 4th Battle of Scarpe, he again showed extraordinary heroism
and leadership, killing a large number of the enemy, and capturing
many prisoners and machine guns. These actions resulted in him receiving the Victoria Cross! So, within the span of six months
Charlie gained the three most prestigious medals of the British Empire in World War I. During World War II, Rutherford served
with the Veterans Guard of Canada, with the rank of Captain. In his honour, The Royal Canadian Legion Branch in Colborne is
named for him. He died at age 97, and is buried in The Union Cemetery, in Colborne. For more detail consult the Wikipedia entry
for Charles Smith Rutherford (1892-1989).
In a lighter vein, Ossie Tee spoke about his father’s limited “exploits” in WW I, the high point being him swearing at an officer.
Finally, there was an Act of Remembrance - recitation of Binyon's famous lines: "They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow
old: Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the morning, We will remember them."

The Editors apologise for failing to provide a reminder of St. Andrew's Day (November
30), honoring the Patron Saint of Scotland. They are especially embarassed as their son is
named Andrew Hamilton Tee, and both his parents make claims of some Scottish blood
in their veins. Also, Andrew's paternal Grandmother was May Hamilton, daughter of
Oswald Hamilton, and, oddly enough, the Editors met in Hamilton, ON.
In recompense for their error they give notice of our Robbie Burns Celebration on
1
January 26th.

"Jenny's House of Joy" - November 4th
We have no "official" review of this play at the
Best Western Dinner Theatre. But, from
"reliable sources" we have heard two basic
views of the meal and of the production: one was
quite positive and laudatory; the other was the
exact opposite. So, let's say that the reviews of
the evening were "mixed", and call it "a draw".

Future Meetings &
Speakers
January 12 - OPP Sgt. Mark Collins,
International Art Theft Detective.
January 26 - Our Burns Celebration
and a speaker TBA

~ The Editors.....

"Matilda" - November 16
Off to the Mirvish Theatre with our bus
driver Jim at the wheel, 55 “mature people”
joined throngs of enthusiastic school
children to experience the production of
"Matilda" by Roald Dahl.
We left the show with varying feelings of
appreciation but we all were totally blown away by the performance of Hannah
Levinson, the little girl who played Matilda for our performance. While we struggle
to remember people’s names, this little child memorized and professionally delivered
pages and pages and pages of dialogue, never missing a beat! The entire cast of
children (and adults) was so professional, singing and dancing with emotion and
absolute precision. Great sets, lighting, and sound effects enhanced the sometimes
hilarious and sometimes dark production.
Then it was back onto the bus and off to the "Mandarin" for an extensive buffet dinner.
One hour later, 55 people and 56 pounds of food boarded our coach, sat quietly back
and enjoyed the ride home. Thank you to Jan Lundbohm for all of your efforts in
organizing this outing. ~ Barb Swallow

Northumberland Hills Hospital Foundation - Nov 24
Rhonda Cunningham joined the foundation in 1995, and two years later
became its Executive Director, responsible for all facets of its operation.
Now, after 20 years in the job, she oversees four full-time staff members.
Rhonda’s excellent presentation on Nov 24th clearly explained the NHH
Foundation - who they are, their mission of support, and how those objectives
are achieved. One very interesting and surprising point that she shared clearly
justified the need for the Foundation: the NHH receives LESS THAN 5% of
its funding from governments. The bulk of the necessary funds for capital
expenditures to meet the needs of the NHH come from donations. Since
1993, with the high level of support from the people of Northumberland Co.,
the Foundation has raised over $46,000,000 that has provided the medical
teams at our hospital with the modern tools and technology they need!
Fundraising is a never-ending process and Rhonda stressed the need to find
new ways to raise community awareness and funds. Recently the Foundation
has added the “Equipment to Care Program”, with the objective to raise $12
million by 2020 to provide much needed specialized tools and equipment. To
help achieve this objective their aim is to be one of the top 3 charities people
will choose when deciding who to support.
~ Fred Cooke
Please remember to silence your cell phone buzzer
during all presentations. Thank you!

THE LUNCH BUNCH
A number of our members really like
CHICKEN! It’s always warm, fresh and
tasty at the Swiss Chalet in Cobourg, and
it was much enjoyed on November 24th.
There is no "Lunch Bunch" December, so
we will meet next on Thursday, January
26th, at C.J.s, 1 Strathy Road, Cobourg.
Mark your calendar.
~ Marian Boys

Active members in
good health who like to
eat are urgently needed
to help organize the
Lunch Bunch in 2017. A
knowledge of local
restaurants that are willing to serve a largish,
enthusiastic, vocal group of Probians for lunch
once a month, would be an asset. If you think
you qualify, please talk to the current Lunch
Bunch convener, Marian Boys, or to President
Doug.

Need a Ride?

If you need a ride to a meeting or an event,
you can phone Barry Clayton and Sue
Porter at (905) 377-‐9390. They will
arrange to have you picked up and

Don't forget -‐ ProBuzz in colour is online at www.probusnorthumberland.com/news/northumberland-‐news
On this same webpage John Draper has added a link to a new page giving access to recent photos. 2

SOCIAL CALENDAR

~ Mary Dunphy (289) 691-3845

“The Bodyguard” at the Ed Mirvish Theatre, in Toronto. This is a Wednesday Matinee at 2.00 p.m., on April 26, 2017.
The smash hit, direct from
London’s West End, is about
a former Secret Service
agent, Frank Farmer, hired
to protect Superstar Rachel
Marron from a stalker. Each
expects to be in charge -‐
what they don’t expect is to fall in love. Some of Whitney Houston’s greatest songs, including “One moment in time”, “Queen
of the night” and “I will always love you” are featured in the production.
We have secured spectacular seats at a great total price of $128.00 each! As usual, the price includes, return bus from The
Lion’s Centre, orchestra seats, and dinner at the Mandarin -‐ all taxes and tips are included. There is a wait list. Call Jan
Lundbohm, (905) 377-‐2436, if you have any questions.
The Northumberland Probus Clubs Extravaganza is being planned for May 30th, 2017. It will be held
at the Keeler Centre in Colborne, starting at 10.00 am, and feature many cultural activities. The cost
is $40.00 per person which includes Entertainment, Morning Coffee, Guest Speaker and a Full Lunch.
The special Guest Speaker is the author and political strategist, Terry Fallis (right).
Stratford Festival: Jenny Herniak has reserved tickets for “Guys and Dolls” in July 2017. There are
very few seats available. Call Jenny at 905-‐372-‐5953.

Possible future show: We are exploring a Famous People Players special production to celebrate
Canada’s 150th birthday. "A beautiful Maple Leaf", voiced by Dan Aykroyd, comes to life and
takes you on a musical journey from province to province. This theatre group is dedicated
to the integration of people who have developmental disabilities. It will be in September or October. If you have
not seen the black puppetry show before, then this is a “must see”. Watch for details later.
*****************************

If you have any Ideas for Future Trips and Events, please pass them on to me. I will be interested in hearing from you.
~ Mary Dunphy

< mbdunphy51@gmail.com >

Plans are well underway for our regular golf games in 2017. We are
planning outings to our last year's courses, as well as to Warkworth
and Port Hope. Our opening game is on May 15th, at Warkworth.
A two-day golf excursion to Gananoque is being planned for June
12 and 13. Details will be available in due "course".
~ Sue Tee

Membership News -‐

~ Gord & Dianne Graham

We are pleased to announce that Shirley Erskine has rejoined our club. Her coordinates are as before: 23 Jarvis Drive, Port Hope L1A 4J8;
(705) 243-‐9418. Be sure to add her information to your Membership List.

Best wishes for a Merry Christmas to everyone! We look forward to seeing you all in 2017!
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Don't delete the following just because you think it looks
weird. Believe it or not, you can read it. Go on, try!
" I cdnuolt blveiee that I cluod aulaclty uesdnatnrd what I
was rdanieg. The phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mnid
Aoccdrnig to rscheearch at Cmabrigde U., it deosn't
mttaer in what oredr the ltteers in a word are, the olny
iprmoatnt tihng is that the first and last ltteer be in the rghit
pclae. The rset can be a taotl mses and you can still raed
it wouthit a porbelm. This is bcuseae yuor mnid deos not
raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the word as a wlohe.
Amzanig huh? " ~ Submitted by Grogee Lencware

I am a Seenager - - a Senior teenager

Some really bad Christmas Cracker Jokes:

I have all that I wanted as a teenager, only 60 yrs later.

What does Santa get if he's stuck in a chimney?
~ Claustrophobia!
Why does Santa usually like to have three gardens?
~ So he can 'Ho ho ho' all summer!
Why did one of Santa's helper ask to see a psychiatrist?
~ Because he had a low "elf" esteem!
What kind of motorbike does Santa ride?
~ A Holly Davidson!
What's the main reason Santa is so jolly at Xmas?
~ Because he knows where all the bad girls live.
What do you get if you cross Santa with a duck?
~ A Christmas Quacker!

I don’t have to go to school or work.
I get an allowance every month.
I have my own pad, and I don’t have a curfew.
I have a driver’s license and my own car.
I have ID that gets me into bars and the LCBO.
The people I hang around with aren't getting pregnant,
and I no longer have acne.
Life is great. I have more friends I should send this to, ...
but where my address book?

HERMAN

by Jim Unger (1937-2013)

Who says "Oh, Oh, Oh? ~ Santa walking backwards!

Happy Holidays from the
ProBuzz Team
Editors: Ossie & Sue Tee (289) 252 0939
ossie@cogeco.ca & stee@cogeco.ca

Coordinators: Marilyn McMillan (905) 372-9275
John Draper (905) 372-5839
john@cobourginternet.com
..................

The next ProBuzz will be put out in early January
2017. The DEADLINE for it is December 28th.
Please send material to: stee@cogeco.ca
“Just stay under there and give everyone else a
Happy Christmas."

If you would like to receive a PDF of ProBuzz in colour by
E-‐mail each month, just contact an Editor: Sue or Ossie.

Probus Club of Northumberland, P.O. Box 491, Cobourg, Ontario K9A 4L1
http://www.probusnorthumberland.com/about-us/about-northumberland-probus-club
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