The ProBuzz
Newsletter of the PROBUS Club of Northumberland – December 2018

ProBuzz Christmas Edition
Although there is no regular mee ng in December, there is s ll a
Probuzz and of course the Christmas Party on the thirteenth. This
edi on is going only to the email list – there will not be a printed
version.
We now have come close to our maximum number of members ‐ be
sure to welcome the new members who were inducted at our
November mee ngs. Photos and some details of the 6 inducted on
November 22 are on page 3. An update to your full list is included on
the email that sent you this newsle er.
It’s only the beginning of December but already there seems to be a
Christmas spirit in the air – so on behalf of the Probus Execu ve, I’d like to wish everyone the best Christmas
they have ever had and that the New Year will bring all you hope for.
John Draper

Social Events
As we near the end of 2018, lots of plans are already underway for 2019.
We are now sold out for The Odd Couple dinner theatre at the Best Western on Friday, January 25th. Many
thanks for such a good response!
The Drowsy Chaperone at the Capitol Theatre, Port Hope ‐ Saturday, February 23 (2 pm ma nee) ‐
Northumberland Players is oﬀering this deligh ul play – a man falls asleep while his favourite 1928 musical
record is playing… and the recording comes to life! The price is $31 per person and I have 35 seats reserved
for us. We’ll need payment by the second January mee ng.
For our March event, I’m inves ga ng the possibility of a tour and lunch at Osgoode Hall in Toronto, then a
stop at the Parkwood Estate in Oshawa on the way home. More
details in January.
The Music Man Sunday, April 28 (2 pm ma nee) V.O.S.
Theatre at Victoria Hall. We have good seats for this very
popular show and we’ll start taking names in January. Cost is
$27.75.
A Fox on the Fairway Friday, May 10 – Best Western Dinner
Theatre
Merry Christmas to all!
Dianne Graham ggraham24@cogeco.ca

Probus Club of Northumberland, P.O. Box 491, Cobourg, Ontario K9A 4L1
Go to www.probusnorthumberland.ca for all our previous newsle ers & lots of photos and videos.
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Speakers
November 8. For our speaker on our Probus Remembrance day mee ng there is
none be er than our own Harry Nash. He was an air navigator in the RAF and
re red as a Lieutenant Colonel in 1997 a er 32 years of service.
He brought a selec on of interes ng slides which helped us remember the First
World War and reminded us that this year is its 100th anniversary. He recounted
The Third Ba le of Mons ‐ a ba le played out in “the quaint Ontario Town of
Cobourg” a decade a er the oﬃcial war had ended.
General Sir Arthur Currie was a senior oﬃcer of the Canadian Army who fought
during World War 1 and was most eﬀec ve in the last 100 days of World War 1,
advoca ng keeping Canadians together as a uniﬁed ﬁgh ng force.
Harry told us about a ba le that the Newfoundland Regiment fought at Beaumont Hamel on the morning of
July 1, 1916; a er this ba le of 780 men only 68 men answered roll call. The Newfoundland regiment had
almost been wiped out. He had lots of interes ng informa on; we all listened intently, it was an interes ng
talk.
Mary Wilson

Ladies from The Bridge Hospice in Warkworth.
November 22. Today on the website of The Bridge Hospice in
Walkworth I read this: “Hospice ma ers”, “The end of life
deserves as much beauty, care and respect as the beginning”. I
recently witnessed a baby being born, how can we equate birth
and death as this quote suggests?
Today with the lovely ladies who came to explain The Hospice service I understood that it is possible to
equate our beginning and end as both are beau ful and painless, due mostly to the kind, wonderful caring,
gentle and though ul, superbly trained staﬀ in both situa ons.
Today from The Bridge Hospice in
Warkworth, Ontario came Kerri‐Anne Wilson
(at right in photo) a registered nurse and the
Director of their clinical Services and
Opera ons and she is responsible for the
day to day management of the hospice. She
told us about the tranquil, in mate home
away from home, where people nearing end
of life and their families receive excep onal
care, guidance and support. She introduced
the Hospices outreach team of volunteers
Carol Currelly‐Burnham, Jill Purcell, Robin
English and Rosemarie Dormon. They each
explained how they came to be involved and
passionate about the Hospice and the diﬀerent roles they play. The website is full of informa on
www.thebridgehospice.com Tours can be arranged, they need volunteers and dona ons as the services
they provide are completely free. It was appreciated that they spent their morning with us, you could feel
the enthusiasm, dedica on and love these ladies had for The Hospice and the reward knowing they oﬀer
support and dignity to the end.
Mary Wilson
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New Members
The following new members were inducted at our mee ng of November 22nd , 2018:
Carol Evans
Carol worked as an Elementary School Teacher. She enjoys genealogy, hor culture, choir, reading and
scrapbooking.
Agnes Elich
Agnes was a Master Dollmaker.
She is an enthusias c gardener. She enjoys music and her two dogs.
Donna & Russ Donaldson
Donna enjoys travel.
Russ was in business. He enjoys computers and cameras.
Francine & Ken Nesbi
Francine & Ken operated their own manufacturing business.
Francine enjoys music, theatre, ﬁtness and travel.
Ken enjoys theatre, ﬁtness, learning and mee ng other people.

Carol Evans

Agnes Elich

Russ and Donna Donaldson

Ken and Francine Nesbi

Please welcome these new members to the club and don’t forget to add them to your membership list. We
have now reached a total of 199 members – leaving us just one short of the 200 maximum.
Maureen & John Cro s, Membership Commi ee

Appies and Drinks
It is reported that Appe zer and Drink events have become one
of adults’ most popular pas mes. The turnout at the Crowleys’
October gathering certainly corroborated this fact. Their
backyard deck and living room were full of our members enjoying
a fabulous array of delicious hors d’oeuvres. Anne Sargent’s mini
sausages wrapped in bacon and rolled in brown sugar are always
a huge favorite.
The November Appies and Drinks took place at Brian and Marg
Clarkson who kindly oﬀered to act as alternate hosts for this
event. We always love this venue.
The Clarksons warm hospitality, the good food and friendly
conversa ons made for a great get‐together. There were new
faces in the group, too.
The loca on for the January 2019 Appies will be announced
shortly. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all!
Roslynne Cooke

Future Mee ngs & Speakers
January 10th ‐ Anne‐Marie Cummings,
Re rement Consultant, Book: Baby
Boomer Bonding
January 24th ‐ Madeline Currelly, CEO
Community Training and Development
Centre, Topic: New App for Cobourg
Seniors
February 14th ‐ Northumberland New
Ventures Band, Music: Valen ne
Themes
February 28th ‐ David Grice,
Professional Engineer (Ret'd), Topic:
The Internet of Things
Roslynne Cooke
Speaker Coordinator 3

Halloween Mee ng
At our Hallowe’en celebra on on October
25th, our members arrived to themed
decora ons, chocolate treats and an
entertaining parade of costumes. The
judges Bill Alls, Lynn Wallace and Barry
Hollis had a wide variety to choose from in
deciding the winners for best and most
innova ve costumes.
Marg & Brian Clarkson won the pairs prize
dressed as Count Dracula and his
Medieval Maid; Doug Davies who came as
a hilarious Fallen Angel won for most
innova ve costume, and Sally Wade dressed as an elegant Marie Antoine e won for best female.
Congratula ons to the winners and all who came in costume.
Carol Pe er

Nibblers

Lunch Bunch

Eighteen 'nibblers' enjoyed lunch at the Monaghan
Café in Peterborough on November 1. Cheerful
service and an in mate café atmosphere enhanced
the ambience of the event. Salmon on sourdough
was a big favorite as were the pe te apple tarts and
chocolate cheesecake, concocted from a luscious
variety of ingredients. Others of our group
chose: a savoury and warm harvest salad, a
chicken and pork belly dish called 'fonger' or a two
cheese grilled sandwich. Some of the comments
expressed were: "Excellent" and "With lunches like
this, we will be going to more lunches."

A er our mee ng on November 22, a small group of
us met at the Red Rice Buﬀet in Port Hope for
lunch. The food was tasty and as usual, the
conversa on is always interes ng.

Ten of our group
visited The Canadian
Canoe Museum for a
guided tour just prior
to the lunch.
Next 'Nibblers' event is December 6, Woodlawn
Inn, at 12 noon for three sumptuous courses and a
choice of one of three items each course.
Linda Syrota
Thought for the Day.
Is it poli cally incorrect to point out how poli cally
incorrect someone else is?

In December there is no Lunch Bunch but we will
meet again in January. The venue is yet to be
decided. I am moving Lunch Bunch to the ﬁrst
mee ng in February to coincide with Valen ne’s
Day. I have booked the Mill Restaurant for the 14th
and I will have sign‐up sheets at our ﬁrst mee ng in
January.
Best wishes to all for a very Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!
Dawn McGregor

The Pro‐Buzzards
Editor: John Draper ‐ john@cobourginternet.com
Assistant: Mary Wilson ‐ maryjoanwilson@gmail.com
Other Contributors: As acknowledged
Photos: Ron Swallow (905) 373‐4455
Deadline for the next ProBuzz is Dec 28th.
Please send any material to
john@cobourginternet.com

Probuzz is distributed by email and a limited
number of printed copies are available at mee ngs
(but not this issue).
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