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Hello everyone, It would be wonderful if this were the last Beacon we publish
before meeting in person. It's been a long time, and it looks like we will be able to meet
in a few months, at least that's what the management committee has been working
towards. We are planning an August social gathering and then a regular meeting in
September. Of course it will depend on the government regulations in place at that time.
When we have more information, we will send an email to members outlining, in more
detail, our reopening plan.
Below this short message from me, you see a repeat of the important message we
included in the last Beacon edition. We are repeating this plea because we received no
response from members. I ask you to read it carefully. These positions must be filled.
The Brighton Probus Club cannot operate without a fully staffed Executive Committee.
Most critically we need a Vice President and a Treasurer. Please get involved. Ian
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For several months prior to the COVID-19 disruptions and in virtually every
edition of “The Beacon”, President Ian has asked Club members, on behalf of your
Club Management Committee, to consider stepping forward to be the Vice
President starting in Septeber 2021. All those requests have generated no results
and, making matters worse, there is now the added need to find a replacement
Treasurer.
The Brighton PROBUS Club Constitution states “The Club shall be managed by a
Management Committee consisting of a President, a Vice President, a Secretary, a
Treasurer and the Immediate Past President...” You will therefore understand the
importance that the Management Committee continues to place on finding
volunteers to fill the two vacant positions.
Clearly the Club is facing a serious situation that must be resolved in the next two
months. We are at a crossroads that raises the prospect of possibly not being able
to continue operating as a Club! That is a consequence that certainly nobody wants
and we are asking our members to step up, volunteer and thus ensure the Club can
move forward into a new PROBUS year in Septermber.
Members interested in filling either of the two positions are encouraged to contact
any of the people listed below:
Ian Stewart
Jeff Brace
Linda Reckenberg
Jim Kovacs
Bob Burke
Signed: Your Management Committee

July
Allelie Stewart
Brian Burke
Pat Boyce
Joan Douglas
Ann Knop
John Dean
Bobby Leworthy
Victoria Lowe
Marion McIlveen
Wolf Blom
Barbara Kennedy
Kenneth Cable
Paul Langevin
Helen Anthony
Maureen Thom

May
Sandy Fawcett-Kovacs
Robert Mortimer
Marylou Parkinson
Ted Cook
Betty Edmunds
Kathy Bates
Bob Burke
Erika Sheehan
Ian Douglas
Rose Ellery
Patricia Fillery
Irene Bastin
Keith Jones

1st
5th
5th
8th
9th
13th
18th
23rd
24th
26th
27th
28th
29th

June
Jeffrey Brace
Elizabeth Chatten
Joan Stainton
Olive Burke
John Moniz
Keith Stainton
Joyce Jones
Lillian Peister
Alice Lawler
Bill Hare
Denny Quirk
Mary Gibb
Lorne Ritchie
Marianne Dyer
Marilyn McAllister
Beverley McLean
Beverlie Cook
Doug Gerber

1st
1st
1st
4th
4th
4th
5th
8th
11th
12th
12th
14th
14th
15th
18th
19th
20th
27th

4th
5th
6th
6th
7th
8th
11th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
25th
26th
29th

August
Alec McVean
Mary Macklam
June Brace
Barry Flight
Peter Clark
Craig Kerr
Sylvia Gerber
Evelyn Turner
David Farmer
Joyce Hubel
Laetitia DeWitt
Harold Mugford
Keith Bird
Ruth Kerr
Paul Lemmon
Sheila Plummer
Louise Rainforth

8th
10th
11th
12th
13th
15th
18th
18th
21st
21st
24th
24th
26th
30th
30th
30th
30th

Fighting COVID-19 One Jab at a Time
Bev and Ted Cook
We have been volunteering at the Covid
Vaccination Clinic at the Cobourg
Community Centre since April. We have
joined an army of 600 volunteers organized
under the auspices of the Cobourg Rotary
Club. Volunteers fill many roles at the
clinics from traffic control, to greeting
customers, to verifying appointments,
guiding clients to their vaccination,
checking on them while they wait, giving
them their receipt to escorting them to the
door. A volunteer is always there for the
folks who are getting their vaccines,
keeping them comfortable and hopefully
easing any anxiety they might be feeling. It
is wonderful to share the customer’s
excitement to know that they are
vaccinated and one step closer to a return
to normalcy.
The Cobourg Vaccination Centre has given
more than 30,000 vaccines since it started
up in late winter. The clinic will run for
several months until all eligible residents
have been fully vaccinated. The team is also running mobile clinics to get right out into
the community on weekends and in the evenings.
More volunteers are needed to make sure we spread the workload. Volunteering is
easy. The requirements are not onerous. Clinic volunteers need good customer service
skills and the stamina to stand for a half-day shift. You can limit the days you are
available, so no golf games are missed! We average one shift per week but could
easily go more often if we wished to do so. You will be provided with the necessary
personal protective equipment and a bright orange t-shirt so you can easily be
identified. You simply sign up at: https://Northumberland.io.
This has probably been one of the most satisfying volunteer activities we’ve ever
experienced. Please consider joining the “orange army” helping to beat COVID-19, one
jab at a time.

submitted by Shirley Coveney
In the late 60's I was teaching girls' P.E. One of the units was Health Education. The topic for grade 9's
was sex education. The Department of Education decided that the health unit would be co-ed. These
students were not very comfortable in this situation. As I am presenting my lesson, David Hearns decided
to chat with his neighbour. I said “David Sperm turn around”. The class broke into “Sperm, Sperm”. For
five years if I went to the cafeteria for lunch and David was on the same lunch, his buddies would start
“Here she comes Sperm”.

************
Submitted by Colin Wright …
Make sure you read all the way down to the last sentence.
From one friend or relative to another:
I’ve learned …
that the best classroom in the world is at the feet of an elderly person.
that when you’re in love, it shows.
that just one person saying to me, “You’ve made my day!” makes my day.
that having a child fall asleep in your arms is one of the most peaceful feelings in the world.
that being kind is more important than being right.
that you should never say no to a gift from a child.
that I can always pray for someone when I don’t have the strength to help him in any other way.
that no matter how serious your life requires you to be, everyone needs a friend to act goofy with.
that sometimes all a person needs is a hand to hold and a heart to understand.
that simple walks with my father around the block on summer nights when I was a child did wonders for
me as an adult.
that life is like a roll of toilet paper. The closer it gets to the end, the faster it goes.
that money doesn’t buy class.
that it’s those small daily happenings that make life so spectacular.
that under everyone’s hard shell is someone who wants to be appreciated and loved.
that to ignore the facts does not change the facts.
that when you plan to get even with someone, you are only letting that person continue to hurt you.
that love, not time, heals all wounds.
that the easiest way for me to grow as a person is to surround myself with people smarter than I am.
that everyone you meet deserves to be greeted with a smile.
that no one is perfect until you fall in love with them.
that life is tough, but I’m tougher.

that opportunities are never lost; someone will take the ones you miss.
that when you harbour bitterness, happiness will dock elsewhere.
that I wish I could have told my Mom that I love her one more time before she passed away.
that one should keep his words both soft and tender, because tomorrow he may have to eat them.
that a smile is an inexpensive way to improve your looks.
that when your newly born grandchild holds your little finger in his little fist, your’re hooked for life.
that everyone wants to live on top of the mountain, but all the happiness and growth occurs while you’re
climbing it.
that the less time I have to work with, the more things I get done.

And now a few jokes!

I found myself in a pub in Cork, Ireland. A group of American tourists came in. One of the Americans
said in a loud voice, “I hear you Irish think you’re great drinkers. I bet $5,000 that no-one here can drink
20 pints of Guiness in 30 minutes.” The bar was silent, but the American noticed one Irishman leaving.
No-one took up the bet. 40 minutes later, the Irishman who left returned and said, “Hey Yank, is yer bet
still on?” “Sure” said the American, “20 pints in 30 minutes for a bet of $5,000.” “Grand,” replied the
Irishman, “So pour the pints and start the clock.”
It was very close but the last drop was consumed with 2 seconds to spare. “OK Yank, pay up,” said the
Irishman. “I’m happy to pay, here’s your money” said the American. “But tell me, when I first offered
the wager, I saw you leave. Where did you go?” “Well sir”, replied the Irishman, “$5,000 is a lot of
money to a man like me, so I went to the pub across the road to see if I could do it.”

The Pirate
A pirate walked into a bar, and the bartender said, “Hey, I haven’t seen you in a while. What happened? You
look terrible.”
“What do you mean?” said the pirate, “I feel fine.”
“What about the wooden leg? You didn’t have that before.”
“Well,” said the pirate, “We were in a battle, and I got hit with a cannon ball, but I’m fine now.”
The bartender replied, “Well, OK, but what about that hook? What happened to your hand?”
The pirate explained, “We were in another battle. I boarded a ship and got into a sword fight. My hand was
cut off. I got fitted with a hook but I’m fine, really.”
“What about that eye patch?”
“Oh,” said the pirate, “One day we were at sea, and a flock of birds flew over. I looked up, and one of them
shit in my eye.”
“You’re kidding,” said the bartender. “You couldn’t lose an eye just from bird shit.”
“It was my first day with the hook.”
The following was submitted by Jeff Brace:
HOW DO YOU DECIDE WHOM TO MARRY? (written by kids)
You got to find somebody who likes the same stuff. Like, if you like sports, she should like it that you like
sports, and she should keep the chips and dip coming. Alan, age 10.
No person really decides before they grow up who they’re going to marry. God decides it all the way before,
and you get to find out later who you’re stuck with. Kristen, age 10.
WHAT IS THE RIGHT AGE TO GET MARRIED? Twenty-three is the best age because you know the person
FOREVER by then. Camille, age 10.
HOW CAN A STRANGER TELL IF TWO PEOPLE ARE MARRIED? You might have to guess, based on whether
they seem to be yelling at the same kids. Derrick, age 8.
WHAT DO YOU THINK YOUR MOM AND DAD HAVE IN COMMON? Both don’t want any more kids. Lori, age
8.
WHAT DO MOST PEOPLE DO ON A DATE?
Dates are for having fun, and people should use them to get to know each other. Even boys have something
to say if you listen long enough. Lynnette, age 8 (isn’t she a treasure!)
On the first date, they just tell each other lies and that usually gets them interested enough to go for a
second date. Martin, age 10.
WHEN IS IT OKAY TO KISS SOMEONE?
When they’re rich. Pam, age 7 (Love her)
The law says you have to be eighteen, so I wouldn’t want to mess with that. Curt, age 7.
The rule goes like this: If you kiss someone, then you should marry them and have kids with them. It’s the
right thing to do. Howard, age 8.
IS IT BETTER TO BE SINGLE OR MARRIED. It’s better for girls to be single but not for boys. Boys need
someone to clean up after them. Anita, age 9 (Bless you child)
HOW WOULD THE WORLD BE DIFFERENT IF PEOPLE DIDN’T GET MARRIED? There sure would be a lot of
kids to explain wouldn’t there. Kelvin, age 8.
And the #1 favourite is:
HOW WOULD YOU MAKE A MARRIAGE WORK? Tell your wife that she looks pretty, even if she looks like a
dump truck. Ricky, age 9.

Included with this newsletter is
the PROBUS CANADA
newsletter for June 2021.

