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Hello all, I hope you are all well as we work our way through another month of
this awful isolation.
I want to start out with something I just read..
A good hearty laugh relieves physical tension and stress, leaving your muscles
relaxed for up to 45 minutes after. Laughter boosts the immune system. Laughter
decreases stress hormones and increases immune cells and infection fighting
antibodies, thus improving your resistance to disease. Laughter is the best
medicine. Is it true? Well I always feel better after a good laugh.
I am pleased to let you know that our regional PROBUS rep and PROBUS Canada
Vice President Jamie Doolittle has recently been voted the new PROBUS Canada
President. I have extended our congratulations and best wishes on behalf of the
Brighton PROBUS Club. You can read the latest PROBUS Canada newsletter as an
attachment to this communication.
The Town of Brighton has cancelled all events till August at least. Groups such as ours
will be difficult to reconvene under current circumstances for quite some time. At this
point we have no idea when that may be, but we will keep connected as best we can.
This Beacon has some suggestions and ideas, and it would be great to see any ideas
members may have to make that happen in this new digital world we live in.
Its been suggested a book club can work by group email. Anyone interested in starting
a book club, let us know. We can get out a communication for members.
I wanted to make another plea on behalf of Rose Ellery. She still has not had her
leather joke satchel returned to her. If you know of its whereabouts, please call her.
Still no Vice President candidates coming forward. That will be a major issue if he
cannot fill that position.
I wish you all well and look forward to when we can meet again,

Ian
613 439-8818
613-475-9967

P.S. If you have crazy friends you have everything you will ever need.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Since we have no community events to list, let's change
it to Career Events. We have all had a fun,
embarrassing or wonderful event occur in our lives and
careers. Let's share them with everyone. Here are two
from my teaching career:

March
Shirley Coveney
Elizabeth Birch
Robert McKay
Ken Birch
Kenza Warburton
Betty Mortimer
Cheryl Langevin

13th
14th
18th
23rd
24th
28th
30th

April
Lee Farmes
Sally Scanlon
Gord King
Bill Bates
Alan Plummer
Ruth McDonald
Joan Brintnell
Christine Banineau
Bill Harris

2nd
2nd
3rd
4th
6th
14th
24th
25th
25th

May
Sandy Fawcett-Kovacs
Robert Mortimer
Marylou Parkinson
Ted Cook
Betty Edmunds
Kathy Bates
Bob Burke
Erika Sheehan
Ian Douglas
Rose Ellery
Alan Minns
Pat Fillery
Irene Bastin
Keith Jones
Submitted by Janice Highstead

1st
5th
5th
8th
9th
13th
18th
23rd
24th
26th
26th
27th
28th
29th

I am 21 years old teaching Grade 2 in a portable
classroom and it is Parents' Night. A woman walks in
the door, says “Sorry I have the wrong portable” I
replied “ You are Bobby Carson's mother aren't you?'
“Yes but Bobby said you are old you have white hair.”
Bleached blonde.
I left Toronto in 1966, married and moved to Madoc.
Fourteen years later I answered a knock to greet a
woman selling dog tags. I recognized her, by her
freckles, as the mother of one of my many past pupils
but couldn't remember her name. When I mentioned this
she didn't think so as they had just moved to the area
from Toronto. After a short discussion it turned out that
I had taught her son at Woodland Public School in
Markham. Small world What's your story?
Submitted by Shirley Coveney

We’re here for you!
A message from Sheila Waters, Chair of the
Telephone Committee.
If any member living alone during this difficult period
would like to receive the odd phone call and a good old
chat, please contact Sheila at 613-475-2457, but
preferably her cell phone 613-403-1158. And to other
members, if you know of anyone who needs a friendly
word from time to time, or you would like to help with
the calls … We’re all in this together, as they keep
saying, but some fare better than others.

Probus Golf
As we know golf courses are now re-opening across Ontario, but subject to some severe restrictions. Very
limited golf carts, no food facilities for lunch or get togethers. No social activities, and of course the usual social
distancing rules. As such there will be no PROBUS golf activities scheduled for May, June or July.
If, during the course of the summer, there is a lessening of the restrictions governing golf course operations, then
we will revisit the possibility of reinstating the remainder of the planned golf schedule.
Social Club
The social club is not planning any events until the uncertainties of timing is clearer.
A couple of items of note. The ticket fees for what had ben planned as the Anniversary meeting will be
reimbursed when we can meet again. Also planning for the 2020 Christmas dance is still active, and we are
hoping we can still make that happen. As time passes, any planned activities that may be possible will be
communicated to you.
When we meet again
A couple of ideas from a member for when we can get together again.
1. The Singles diners group add drinks and appys events for singles only.
2. Form a movie group for spontaneous get togethers for a movie.
Anyone interested to take the lead on these ideas?

We remember Gord King who died Sunday, May 10, 2020 in hospital. He
had been there for a week and a half. He was 90 on April 3rd. He is
survived by his wife Doreen. They had lived happily in Rosewood Estates
for five years. Whenever the time is right, a Celebration of Gord’s Life will
be held.

Gord, a Rotarian, was a Life Member of Brighton PROBUS. He will be remembered as
one of the founders of our Club. At a meeting on April 10, 2003 at the Lions Club* that
was attended by Gord and Doreen, Betty Cranfield, Keith and Joan Stainton, Bob and
Yvonne Briden, Harold Atkins, Bob McCurdy to name a few; with others from the
Cobourg Club and Belleville Club who talked about the administration, activities and
benefits of a Probus Club, 103 people signed up! One month later there were 150
members and a waiting list.
The first Management Committee consisted of Gord as President, Keith Stainton Vice
President, Secretary Marilyn Ziller and Treasurer Harold McCarthy. The newsletter was
edited by Betty Cranfield.
The first regular meeting occurred on April 24, 2003 with Captain Andy Coxshead and
Public Relations Officer from CFB Trenton.
The rest is history.
*This building, now demolished, was between the Curling Club and the King Edward
Community Centre.
Submitted by Joan Selwood, Newsletter Editor

Jean keeps busy during lock down …
I have been busy cleaning closets and in so doing I have discovered six
totes of photographs that I hadn’t seen in a long time and as I went
through them they brought back wonderful memories and then I
thought “why don’t I pass it on to my friends and relatives who are part
of these memories” and so I took photos with my phone [screen
shotting in today’s lingo] and e-mailed the pictures. While the
response was fabulous, people were delighted to recollect the good
times and the good old days and this activity has kept me busy for
quite a while and such a joy. Hopefully such days will soon come again
and we will collect more good memories.
Submitted by Jean Finkle

\

The Haferkorns have a new interest during this closed-in time: trying to see how long they can grow their
hair! Canute is aiming for bangs and Laura wants to shade her eyes from the summer sun. The results so
far. Stay safe!
Submitted by the Haferkorns.

[Editor’s Note: I can relate to this.]

Lin “social distancing”.
Submitted by Lin Barker.

Two PROBUS members - Joan
Selwood and Gayle Wilk friends, neighbours, world
travellers and drinking buddies!
Eight trips together so far Australia and NZ 2005, Great
Bear Rain Forest 2007, Morocco
2008, Turkey 2010, India and
Nepal; Ecuador and Galapagos
2012, Mayan Tour (Mexico,
Guatemala, Belize and
Honduras) 2014, and Egypt
2018. Whither next???

Submitted by Jeff Brace
Answers To Quiz:
1. The one sport in which neither the spectators nor the par=cipants know the score or the leader un=l the contest ends:
Boxing.
2. North American landmark constantly moving backward: Niagara Falls ... The rim is worn down about two and a half feet
each year because of the millions of gallons of water that rush over it every minute.
3. Only two vegetables that can live to produce on their own for several growing seasons: Asparagus and rhubarb.
4. The fruit with its seeds on the outside: Strawberry.
5. How did the pear get inside the brandy boKle? It grew inside the boKle. The boKles are placed over pear buds when they are
small, and are wired in place on the tree. The boKle is leZ in place for the en=re growing season. When the pears are ripe they
are snipped oﬀ at the stems.
6. Three English words beginning with dw: Dwarf, dwell and dwindle...

7. Fourteen punctua=on marks in English grammar: Period, comma, colon, semicolon, dash, hyphen, apostrophe,
ques=on mark, exclama=on point, quota=on mark, brackets, parenthesis, braces, and ellipses.
8. The only vegetable or fruit never sold frozen, canned, processed, cooked, or in any other form but fresh: LeKuce.
9. Six or more things you can wear on your feet beginning with 'S': Shoes, socks, sandals, sneakers, slippers, skis,
skates, snowshoes, stockings, s=lts.

9. Name 6 or more things that you can wear on your feet beginning with the leKer 'S.'
8. Name the only vegetable or fruit that is never sold frozen, canned, processed, cooked, or in any other form
except fresh.
7. There are 14 punctua=on marks in English grammar. Can you name at least half of them?
6. Only three words in standard English begin with the leKers 'dw' and they are all common words. Name two
of them.
5. In many liquor stores, you can buy pear brandy, with a real pear inside the boKle. The pear is whole and
ripe, and the boKle is genuine; it hasn't been cut in any way. How did the pear get inside the boKle?
4. What fruit has its seeds on the outside?
3. Of all vegetables, only two can live to produce on their own for several growing seasons. All other
vegetables must be replanted every year. What are the only two perennial vegetables?
1. Name the one sport in which neither the spectators nor the par=cipants know the score or the leader
un=l the contest ends.
2. What famous North American landmark is constantly moving backward?
There are only nine questions.
This is a quiz for people who know everything!
I found out in a hurry that I didn't. These are not trick ques=ons.
They are straight ques=ons with straight answers...

QUIZ FOR MY VERY BRIGHT FRIENDS

The Stranger
A few years after I was born, my Dad met a stranger who was new to our small town. From the beginning, Dad was
fascinated with this enchanting newcomer and soon invited him to live with our family.
The stranger was quickly accepted and was around from then on.
As I grew up, I never questioned his place in my family. In my young mind he had a special niche.
My parents were complementary instructors: Mom taught me good from evil, and Dad taught me to obey.
But the stranger … he was our storyteller. He would keep us spellbound for hours on end with adventures, mysteries
and comedies.
If I wanted to know anything about politics, history or science, he always knew the answers about the past, understood
the present and even seemed able to predict the future! He took my family to the first major league ball game. He made
me laugh, and he made me cry. The stranger never stopped talking, but Dad didn’t seem to mind.
Sometimes, Mom would get up quietly while the rest of us were shushing each other to listen to what he had to say, and
she would go into the kitchen for peace and quiet. (I wonder now if she every prayed for the stranger to leave.)
Dad ruled our household with certain moral convictions, but the stranger never felt obligated to honour them. Profanity,
for example, was not allowed in our home - not from us, our friends or any visitors. Our long time visitor, however, got
away with four-letter words that burned my ears and made my Dad squirm and my Mother blush.
My Dad didn’t permit the liberal use of alcohol but the stranger encouraged us to try it on a regular basis. He made
cigarettes look cool, cigars manly, and pipes distinguished. He asked freely (much too freely!) about sex. His comments
were sometimes blatant, sometimes suggestive, and generally embarrassing.
I now know that my early concerts about relationships were influenced strongly by the stranger. Time after time, he
opposed the values of my parents, yet he was seldom rebuked … and NEVER asked to leave.
More than fifty years have passed since the stranger moved in with our family. He has blended right in and is not nearly
as fascinating as he was at first. Still, if you could walk into my parents’ den today, you would still find him sitting over
in his corner, waiting for someone to listen to him talk and watch him draw his pictures.
His name? … We just call him TV
(Note: This should be required reading for every household!)
He has a wife now … we call her Computer.
Their first child is Mobile Phone.
Second child - iPod
And just born was a grandchild iPad
Submitted by Sandy Fawcett-Kovacs

Lockdown Humour!
Ontario has banned groups larger than five. If you’re a family of six, you’re about to find out who is the
least favourite!
The longer this goes on, the harder it will be to return to a society where pants and bras are required!
Smoking pot and skipping school had been in trouble constantly. Now weed is legal and schools closed
… damn. Kids are living the dream!
This is stupid. I just tried to make my own sanitizer and it came out as a rum and coke!
After a few days of not going out, I saw someone I knew walking by on the sidewalk outside. I
immediately ran to the window and started yelling to/at them. Now I understand dogs!
Submitted by Jeff Brace

Brenda and Steve took their six year old son to the doctor. With some hesitation they explained that they
were concerned about his rather small penis. After examining the child, the doctor confidently declared,
just feed him pancakes. That should solve the problem. The next morning when the boy arrived at
breakfast there was a large stack of warm pancakes in the middle of the table. Gee mom he exclaimed,
for me? Just take two, Brenda replies, the rest are for your father.
One night, a 87 year old woman came home from Bingo to find her 92 year old husband in bed with
another woman. She became violent and ended up pushing him off the balcony of their 20th floor
apartment, killing him instantly.Brought before the court on the charge of murder, she asked if she had
anything to say in her own defence. Your honour, she began coolly, I figured that at 92, if he could
screw, he could fly.
A doctor was addressing a large audience in Tampa ...
The material we put into our stomachs is enough to have killed most of us sitting here years ago.
Red meat is awful. Soft drinks corrode your stomach lining. Chinese food is loaded with MSG.
High fat diets can be disastrous and none of us realizes the long term harm caused by the germs in our
drinking water. However, there is one thing that is the most dangerous of all and we have all eaten it or
will eat it. Can anyone tell me what food it is that causes the most grief and suffering for years after
eating it? After several seconds of quiet, a 75 year old an raised his hand and softly said “Wedding
Cake”.
Submitted by Pat Brearly

