The ProBuzz
Newsletter of the PROBUS Club of Northumberland – June 2020

Happy Anniversary!
It is oﬃcial! PROBUS Northumberland has been
established as a PROBUS club in Canada for 20
years.

President’s message
On May 25, 2020 history was made for PROBUS Northumberland when the Management Commi ee
conducted its ﬁrst ever virtual mee ng. It was so good to see the team, even if only over the internet.
The management team made the decision that we would not be reques ng membership fees in August as
would be the normal prac ce. At such me, when it is deemed by the health authori es that we would be
safe to resume mee ngs, the cost of a membership will be announced.
Un l we can meet again, it is our hope that we will stay connected through the monthly ProBuzz.
Regards. Marcia MacLeod, President

A Word about the Probuzz
With no mee ngs, there is no need for a printed Probuzz. This also means no par cular size is required. So
the size will shrink or expand to accommodate whatever content is available.
With no ou ngs or speakers, content could shrink to almost nothing. But we joined Probus to socialize so
let’s do that the best way we can in the circumstances. See page 2 for how we plan to do that—basically, we
want your contribu ons so that we con nue to communicate with each other.
John Draper, Editor

Covid-19 Web sites
You can get the latest local informa on on Covid-19 from several web sites.
Town of Cobourg h ps://www.cobourg.ca/en/covid-19.aspx
Hamilton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge District Health Unit: h ps://www.hkpr.on.ca/
Cobourg Blog: h ps://www.cobourgblog.com/covid-19-in-cobourg/
Ontario Informa on: h ps://www.ontario.ca/page/2019-novel-coronavirus
Or call the Town of Cobourg Hotline: 289-677-0585 – Opera ng 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 7 days a week
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We Gather the News…

So now that there are no events on which to report, we are coun ng on YOU to send us the features!
Funny stories, book reviews, programs to watch, things to do, reports on what is helping to keep you
occupied or interest stories will be gladly received.
Each month the “News” Team (Florence Fletcher, Maureen & John Cro s & Marcia MacLeod) will
collect the informa on emailed to probuzzinput@gmail.com into an organized fashion before
forwarding on to John Draper. John has kindly agreed to con nue producing the monthly newsle er.
We know many members were disappointed when the announcements of birthdays or anniversaries
was deleted from the mee ng program. Ossie Tee has agreed to be the record keeper of important
birthday and anniversary dates. If you prefer you do not have to give dates… just name, the month if
you prefer. Please email Ossie Tee at theteez@gmail.com if you would be willing for Ossie to keep
your birth or anniversary month on ﬁle.
Due to my isolation, I finished three books yesterday.
And believe me, that's a lot of colouring!

ATTENTION

Ladies Born in 1950

A small group of Probus members were planning on hos ng a large luncheon, a gathering
of women, who were born in 1950 ~ the middle of the 20th Century. Alma Draper has
hosted lunches for the ladies who were born in her birth year of 1939 and we were going
to follow her example.
However, with the advent of Covid-19 we are not going to be able to host a county wide
event for a large group. But we would like to host an event for all the Probus member
ladies who have a 70th birthday this year.
Our plan is to hold the event in late September or early October, before people start to go away for the
winter, when we hope that the restric ons on gatherings will have been li ed.
To assist us with planning we would like to know how many ladies would be included in the 1950
cohort. Please send me an email to ﬄetcher3@cogeco.ca or phone me at 905-372-9010 if you turn 70 this
year.
Looking forward to hearing from you.

Florence Fletcher
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It is hairdresser me…
The Fletcher Barber Shoppe - Covid Cuts, No Blood Was Shed.
Alan & I decided to live on the wild side and try something we had
never done before. How bad could it be? Lots of people do it. It might
be fun, might start a whole new trend.
A er cha ng about the possibili es for a few days Alan said, “I’ve
had it with this, I’m ready for you to do it.” Gingerly I assembled the
equipment. I had actually done this before but not since I was in my
20’s. Alan took oﬀ his sweater and I swathed him in a protec ve
covering. Set up the chair, plugged in the appliance and oﬀ we go.
I said, “how much do you want oﬀ”, “Number 4?” “Let’s start with
the 8 and work down.”
The ﬁrst swath in the middle of the back garnered a large chuck of grey fuzz which quickly fell to the ﬂoor.
That was easy. Just do it again. More fuzz on the ﬂoor. Alright, I am ge ng the hang of this. Avoid the ears,
keep to the back and sides, the top needs a li le gentler touch - with scissors.
Switch the extension to number 6 and go over it all again, more grey fuzz. It is really star ng to look good!
Put down the clippers and switch to working on the top with a comb and scissors. Gently remove only a li le
length. (It’s in short supply up here.)
Bring over the mirror and wait expectantly for a nod of approval or a scowl of dismay. “Hey, that’s not bad.
Looks good!”
I do have to say that for a ﬁrst a empt to cut Alan’s hair with a borrowed set of hair clippers it went
remarkably well. Nobody yelled, nobody cried, and no blood was shed. A successful project all round.

So, Alan said, “It’s your turn now.” Oh, oh!
It took me two more days of thinking about it before I allowed Alan to take the clippers to my hair.
I gave extremely speciﬁc instruc ons, fussed about the whole process much more than he did. Prayed a lot.
Lots more grey fuzz on the ﬂoor. But I do have to say that the results were amazing. He did a stellar job. I am
very happy with my new hair do. We are now ready for the weather to warm up, hair trimmed and ready for
anything. [More pics on next page]
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We are never
too old to learn
a new skill.

I have been busy cleaning my closets. In doing
so, I found photographs that I had not seen in a
long me. As I went through them, they
brought back wonderful memories. The
response I received from emailing the photos
to the friends and the family members who
helped create those memories was fabulous.
People were delighted to recollect the good ol’
days. The project has kept me busy for quite a
while. It has given me such a joy knowing that
seeing those photos brightened up some days
for people.
Those days of making wonderful memories will
soon come again.
Hugs Jean Finkle
Contributed by Jean Finkle

The best thing about good old days is that we
were neither good nor old.
Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit;
Wisdom is not pu ng it in a fruit salad.

You’re wrong, Ted, this is absolutely the right me to
organize three decades of photos.

Cobourg Media provides Northumberland County and the surrounding area with mul -media services.
We are known for producing a variety of content from our weekly show “Your Cobourg” to live special
programs and news reports. You can ﬁnd us on Twi er, Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube.
Graham Beer founded Cobourg News in 2012 at the age of 12.
Email grahambeer@cobourgmedia.ca to start your conversa on!
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Announcements
Ron Luciano would like to extend thanks to some members for their thoughts and ac vi es
during this Covid cycle, namely Jack Butler for his weekly calls! Gary Thomas, too!
Jim & Mary O’Shea (The Irish Benevolent Society) for the weekly lunch delivery of soup, tea
biscuit and muﬃn!
Jamie & Carol Dooli le for remembering me (and others) at BBQ me!
My biggest supporter, Lynn Ramsay for the many courtesies and services she does for me in such a
kind way – Yeah!
Our condolences were sent out to
Molly Lecky, for the loss of her son, Robert on May 13, 2020
Ralph & Norma Stoﬀers for the loss of Ralph’s sister.
Lynn Wallace, for the passing of her husband Thomas (Tom) on May 25, 2020
Ed and Marg Godawa have been taking turns as hospital inpa ents. We wish them well as their health
condi ons are inves gated.
According to Nancy Logan, her husband Bill is presently in the Peterborough Hospital awai ng a bed back in
the Northumberland Hills Hospital. Nancy was commen ng on the challenges that Covid brings to hospital
visi ng now. She also expressed how she feels well supported during this me.
The PROBUS Eganridge Golf getaway on June
01 & 02, 2020 has been postponed un l June
2021. All Par cipants’ 2020 deposits have
been applied to next year’s getaway.
Barb & Ron Swallow
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Masks are the fashion

There has been an evolu on in the informa on around
using fabric face masks over the past few weeks. The
current wisdom being that whenever we are indoors at a
store or in any situa on where it is diﬃcult to maintain
the 2-meter safety zone we do beneﬁt from wearing a
mask.
The main beneﬁt is that the mask will stop you from
infec ng others if you happen to be one of the
asymptoma c carriers of the virus. However, it will also
oﬀer some protec on for the wearer if a person were to
sneeze or cough in your vicinity.
We have been making three-layer fabric masks and we
would like to oﬀer them to all Probus members. Simply
give us a call or send us an email and we will arrange to
drop them oﬀ safely to your door.
Our phone number is 905-372-9010 and our email
is ﬄetcher3@cogeco.ca
Florence & Alan Fletcher

The Pro-Buzzards
Editor: John Draper john@cobourginternet.com
Other Contributors: The News Team and As
acknowledged
Photos: Ron Swallow (905) 373-4455
Deadline for the next ProBuzz is June 28th.
Please send any material to john@cobourginternet.com

While out on their morning walk, Barb &
George Lawrence were able to capture this
photo of the Snowbirds ﬂying over Cobourg.

Message from Probus Canada
Our own Jamie Dooli le is now Probus Canada
President and he has been busy.
With na onal concerns about how clubs should
handle a future re-opening, he has issued some
guidelines that are now on our web site here:
h ps://www.probusnorthumberland.ca/news/127covid-19-re-opening-probus-clubs-guidelines

A Word from the Editor
Providing enough Probians
submit content, we plan to
have a Probuzz each and
every month although it will
be online only un l the Crisis
is over.
Remember that you can view earlier copies of
Probuzz at our web site. Go to News then
Northumberland News and, while you’re at it,
view news from other Northumberland Clubs.
John Draper

Probus Club of Northumberland
529 Foote Cres.,
Cobourg ON K9A 0A4
Go to www.probusnorthumberland.ca for all our previous newsle ers & lots of photos and videos.
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