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President’s Message

Who would have thought that after our last meeting in February 2020, with the
exception of a small audience in March 2021, that we would not meet in person
until October 2021. After a false start for September, plans are now underway
for an October meeting. In November we will have our Annual General
Meeting, at which time, we will vote on our revised By-laws.
Your Management Team thanks everyone who participated in our Zoom
meetings since March 2021. A special thanks to the Programme Committee
led by Anne Vowles for engaging such interesting and excellent speakers. Also,
thanks to Peter Ramsden for getting out a newsletter each month and for all
our members who contributed stories to it.
Normal is going to be different from here on in but that does not mean that it
can't be fun and interesting for our club.
We still have positions open on the Management Team to be filled. Remember
this is your club and its success depends on an engaged and diverse team of
people who bring their interests and experiences to our organization.
Marilyn

Pat Leblanc

October 12th

Ronda Moran

October 13th

John Watson

October 20th

Betsy Fox

October 23rd

Judy Gooch

October 24th

Jim McEwen

October 27th

Geneva Kinney

October 29th

Rod MacDonald

October 31st

A marine biologist developed a race of genetically
engineered dolphins that could live forever if they were
fed a steady diet of seagulls. One day his supply of the
birds ran out, so he had to go out and trap some more.
On the way back, he spied two lions asleep on the road.
Afraid to wake them, he gingerly stepped over them.
Immediately, he was arrested and charged with
transporting gulls across sedate lions for immortal
porpoises.

We were foiled in our attempt to have a meeting in September due to the natural
reluctance of many members to attend an in person meeting thus resulting in a lack of
a quorum to conduct business.
However, after the recent survey, we are going ahead with plans for a General Meeting
October 20th and there will be strong controls in place to ensure your comfort levels. .
This will be limited to 50 people as per the Town/ Provincial Regulations.
The following precautions will also be in place.

As mandated by the Ontario Provincial Government all
participants must be double vaccinated.
1)

THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RULE.
2)
Members will be pre-checked outside the room to ensure compliance. Have your
certificates ready.
3)
There will be a $2 entry fee. We can only accept exact change for obvious
reasons. This funds the speaker, an individually wrapped cookie, and coffee.
Inside the room people must be seated at all times. In addition they must be masked
(unless eating! Or speaking at the podium).
The washrooms are included in the room rental and as such as subject to the same
restrictions as apply to the room
Remember, these measures are in place to provide the safest possible environment so
that you can attend without concern and see your friends. We've missed that.
Just to illustrate here is an extract from the Town regulations concerning the use of the
hall.

Access Within the King Edward Park Community Centre
●
The north and south-end main entrance doors will be open for
entering/exiting the
Community Centre. Arrows will be in place to direct participants once they enter
the Facility.
Arrows will continue to ensure proper traffic flow in the Facility leading back to the
entrance/exit doors.
●
Individuals are only permitted in the designated rented areas of the
Community Centre.
●

Access to the Community Centre will be permitted no more than 30 minutes

before your scheduled rental time and participants must leave
within 15 minutes or less after their scheduled Community Centre to allow for
cleaning and disinfecting.
5. Outside food and drink must be consumed in the Community Centre while
seated and following social distancing guidelines to remove your mask to
consume the food/drink. All garbage must be placed in the garbage receptacles
provided in the Facility before leaving to exit the facility.
Physical Distancing:
Physical distancing of at least 2 meters (6) feet from other persons should
be maintained as much as possible.
Limit the amount of physical contact as much as possible.
Make every attempt to limit close contact with other individuals to 15 minutes or
less.
Requirements for the Wearing of Face Coverings/Masks:
Face coverings/masks covering both the nose and mouth are required to enter
the
Community Centre and every other municipal facility. Exceptions are only while
participating
in the physical activity i.e. Exercise Classes.
Participants engaged in physical activity are not required to wear a face
covering/mask while resting on designated chairs.
Facility staff are required to wear a mask where there is potential for contact
with the public. Emergency protocols will remain the same.

Our General Meeting Speaker will be: Sherry Pringle
Topic: Canadian Women of WWII

Sherry will share with us first-hand accounts of the heroic contributions of numerous
Canadian women during the Second World War. Ferrying planes, fighting for the
Resistance, decoding secret messages, working in a bomb factory, and much more.
As a bonus, one account is about the remarkable mother of one of our members!
These stories are drawn from Sherry’s book
Extraordinary Women, Extraordinary Times: Canadian Women of WWII.
Biography
Sherry began an amazing road of
discovery while looking into the life and
death of an uncle she never knew; he was
killed in one of Canada’s worst naval
disasters of WW2 when his ship was
torpedoed off the coast of France in 1944.
Her research and first-hand interviews led
to the publication of her first non-fiction
book, “All The Ship’s Men: HMCS
Athabaskan’s Untold Stories”.
By chance, she came to realize that
women were more extensively involved in the war effort than
Canadians realized. Thus, her journey to interview Canadian
women during WWII began. When all was said and done, she had
collected over sixty individual stories.
Sherry is co-producing a four-part documentary series in
conjunction with WJP Media, titled “Heroines in the Storm,” based
on her book “Extraordinary Women, Extraordinary Times”, which
will be available for viewing later this fall.
In December of 2020, her first children’s book, “Grandpa Was a Ram” was written and illustrated
in conjunction with her young grandson.
Her first historical novel, “The Whistle” is in the works.
Sherry is a resident of Napanee, Ontario.

On the 11th of March 1996 the Montreal Forum closed, and in advance of that, my CBC
radio producer asked me if I had any recollections pertinent to the place. I did, and here is
what my listeners heard a few days before the closing.
It is probably a safe assumption that
anyone who has lived in Montreal for a
year or more has some memory
involving the Montreal Forum. So
many forms of entertainment have
been presented there, from wrestling
to opera, boxing to rock concerts. I
remember being taken there as a very
young child by my mother to see the
circus, and skating shows like Ice
Follies and Ice Capades. I took my
kids there for Old-Timers' hockey
games, the Harlem Globetrotters, The
Jackson Five. But of all my memories of the Forum, two stand out. I saw Maurice Richard
score a goal there in a game that the Canadiens lost to Boston forty some years ago. My
best friend J.P. and I were in good seats and had a superb view, when our hero charged
through the defense and put a backhander past the Boston goalie. Pandemonium! I
remember screaming and jumping up and down in a state of hyper excitement. I had
actually seen Maurice Richard score a goal in the shrine. It's hard to express just what that
meant to a 12 year old French Canadian kid. Maurice Richard was a very tiny notch below
God in our eyes at the time.
But I have another Forum memory
that rivals even that. I once scored
a goal in the Montreal Forum. I was
20 and working at Canadair
Limited, the aircraft manufacturer. A
group had formed the aptly-named
"Depression" league. Some of the
members had only learned to skate
that year. One game day we
needed an arena as a compressor
problem rendered our usual place
unavailable.
Someone said....Ha Ha Ha why not
call the Forum? I did and yes, to my great surprise, there was ice time to be had and at
the same price as elsewhere.

We could hardly believe it as we skated onto the Forum ice. A bunch of inept players who
probably could not have made it into a garage league. But there we were, where Maurice
and Henri Richard, Elmer Lach, Jean Beliveau, Dickie Moore and Tom Johnson had
played. It was miraculous, but it was happening. The fans, two wives and three girlfriends
were lost in the vastness of the place. Then the game was on and at some point the puck
came to me. I rushed up the ice and flung it in the general direction of the opposition's net.
There was a lot of player traffic in front of the goalie, my shot might have hit a skate or a
stick on the way but it found its way in the net. I was stunned, then went totally nuts. Me,
the world's seventh worst hockey player of all time, I had scored a goal in the Montreal
Forum. I can't remember the score or even which side won that game. It didn't matter. I
had scored a goal in the hockey shrine.
Now I still play hockey, and, at the end of the season, when I see my name near the end
of the list of goal scorers, I think.......HA !!! So what? You pups never scored a goal in the
Montreal Forum, and now of course, they never will.

Leap forward two and a half decades into the cloying cloud of Covid, and I still tie my own
skates and attempt to keep up to those young sixty-five year olds. And yes, miracles still
do happen.....on the third Tuesday of last September, I scored a goal in the Brighton
arena.
Regrettably there was not a lot of coverage of that exploit, probably because all media
were still going on about that federal election. Priorities, priorities.

Marc Coté

And from our intrepid farmer Ann Sutton comes a cautionary tale.

In her own words:
My foot slipped and then I tramped on the
accelerator again instead of the brake.
Fortunately when I climbed back in to put it
in neutral my weight made it roll forward,
back onto 4 wheels and with some wiggling
of the trailer I was able to drive it forward out
of the swamp.

This rescue was achieved with the help of a
not-so-close neighbour who calmed me with
stories of his equipment misadventures. This
former city person is grateful for country
helpfulness and has vowed to stay away from
operating the tractor or the chainsaw.

A bear walks into a bar and says,
“Give me a whiskey and … cola.”
Why the big pause?” asks the
bartender.
“

The bear shrugged. “I’m not sure; I
was born with them.”

Miniscule musings and sweet nothings
Like most people I know, I feel as if I've read 3,000,000,000 books during our lock downs
- although I have not actually kept count as others have, I do keep track of books and
authors. I had the opportunity to read most of the books around the house that I had been
planning to read "when I had time".
I found the time and found some terrific reads. Also sharing with friends helped when the
library was closed.
My Reading with Friends book club remained active through email critiques, and the
majority of our over 30 members participated. Hopefully soon we will be able to meet
again in person. The Trenton library sets aside their multi-purpose room for our meetings
on the first Friday of each month. We've really been spoiled!
When the group began 24 years ago we did not
have such luxurious accommodations. We met at
the old, old Trenton library (where the War
Memorial now stands) and the first ten of us
(friends and strangers) squeezed ourselves onto
the wee chairs and tables in the children's section.
We had several moves before our present site,
one being the old, old school at the top of Dufferin
St. which is now Seasons.
We are always ready to welcome new members.
When the libraries reopened I volunteered at the
contact table in the lobby at the Brighton Library a
few days a week. I truly loved it, and it felt so good
to make contact again with others I had not seen
for almost two years. There is now a self sign in
procedure in place, and I really miss my time there.
On the day of my last shift, I accidentally set off the alarm button
in the bathroom - don't ask. Loud, shrill beeps echoed
throughout the building and staff members came running. I was
expecting ambulances, police, and fire trucks to descend upon
us when nobody could figure out how to turn off the alarm! After
pressing buttons thither and yon to no avail, it was discovered
that the opposite of pushing the button, the simple solution was
to pull out the button! Oh how glorious silence can be!
So you could say that I left with at least some dignity and much
"fanfare"!
For a good balance in life, a cup of tea in one hand and a book in the other is
recommended.
Ann Goulding

A select bunch this month having a
late breakfast on the 21st of
September.
Taken by our intrepid photographer
David Crouch

An Indian chief was feeling very sick, so he summoned the
medicine man. After a brief examination, the medicine man
took out a long, thin strip of elk hide and gave it to the chief,
instructing him to bite off, chew and swallow one inch of the
leather every day. After a month, the medicine man returned
to see how the chief was feeling.
The chief shrugged and said, "The thong is ended, but the
malady lingers on....

Walking is no hardship when you do it in good company and great
surroundings.

Did you hear about the mathematician who’s afraid of
negative numbers?
He’ll stop at nothing to avoid them.

Memories from October 2015 this month
This was an interesting newsletter for me as it was the first one that Don Young did when
he took over from Nancy Hall.
SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT

Boat Cruise:
Seventeen PROBUS Club of Presqu’ile members got together October 6 for
a lovely trip to Kingston. Most of us carpooled and met up in Kingston where
we boarded a boat for a 90 minute cruise. The weather cooperated nicely,
the clouds parting to reveal sunshine by the time the boat left the dock. A
quick trip to the Kingston market afterwards and then we were off to the
Penitentiary Museum. The Museum is full of torturous devices previously
used on prisoners, ingenious escape methods devised over the years, and a
collection of art created by inmates, to name a few of the highlights. Having
worked up quite an appetite, our group continued on to Amadeus, a German
restaurant, which provided us with a table for 17 and a very delicious and
lively lunch. Sorry you missed it but hoping you will join us next time.

2021 – 22
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As you can see from this newsletter and the entries below interest groups are
starting to reopen.
Golf – Ladies and Gentlemen
Finished Until Next Year
Coordinator – David Crouch
Phone: 613-475-3467
“Meet & Eat” Potluck Dinner Group
Currently not meeting
Coordinator: None at present
Email:
Phone:

“Lunch Bunch”
Intend to meet in November.
There will be a signup sheet at the October General Meeting
or
Contact to Bob, June or Debbie
Based on the demand they will then make the decision on
whether to proceed.
Contacts: Bob Collins phone at 613-922-2534 or by Email at
bobcollins1949@gmail.com June Davis at june1davis@outlook.com “or”
Debbie Bradley at deb.bradley2018@gmail.com
Bridge Group
Will restart in October
Coordinators - Bill & Sue Graham bgraham6048@gmail.com
Bowling Club
Our bowling group has started up again. Our first day was September 16 th. We
will be bowling at 1:30 pm on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month,
September to April, at Presqu’ile Lanes, 39 Main St., Brighton.
Effective September 22nd, the new Ontario Covid 19 rules are in effect. Anyone
entering Presqu’ile Lanes must have proof of double vaccination and have a
government picture id, example driver’s license, health card, etc. Masks must
be worn and social distancing is in effect.
The bowling alley requires that you can only take off your mask when you are
in your alley prepared to bowl and then must be put back on. The bowling
balls will be sanitized before our use and we must return them before we
leave. There is plenty of sanitizers available and the bowling alley encourages
using them frequently.
Through the pandemic when the bowling alley was open we have only 8
members bowling, 6 from the Probus Club of Presqu’ile and 2 from the Probus
Club of Brighton.
The bowling alley has informed us that they can currently have 24 in a group.
Like all businesses during Covid 19 they have been affected by the lockdowns
and welcome us back. They would like anyone wishing to join us to please call
me first at 613-403-4002 to discuss our procedure.
Thank you for your interest.
Fred “Gutter Ball” Smith
Coordinator – Fred Smith – fredwandasmith@gmail.com

The Big Apple Breakfast Group
Meeting on the 19th October at 10:00am
Contact : David Crouch
The Book Club.
Now Meeting!
The book club is up and running. We have had two meetings and have our
third scheduled for Wednesday October 21 at Carol Simpson’s home. We will
be discussing Miss Benson’s Beetle by
Rachel Joyce.
Our November book is Unearthed by
Alexander Risen. Everyone is double
vaxed and being careful so we can
continue to enjoy getting together.
Shari Burke
Co-ordinator Shari Burke
beagleburke@gmail.com
Progressive Euchre Group
Currently not meeting
Coordinator Bob Burke on 613-438-2222 or at
beagleburke@gmail.com
………………………………………………………………………………

Walking Group
Open.
Any PROBUS Club member can feel free to join in. Just meet at
Polywogs at 8:30 Tuesday morning
Coordinator Debbie Bradley 905 782-2579
deb.bradley2018@gmail.com
Bid Euchre Group

Currently not meeting
Coordinator: Barb & Jim at bcairney@sympatico.ca or
jamesoliver.st@gmail.com _____

By Laws of the PROBUS Club of Presqu'ile
Re-presented here as we made some small changes to allow
methods other than in person voting.

