TRENT HILLS PROBUS CLUB NEWSLETTER
AUGUST, 2022

Our Strength is Fellowship; Our Success is Participation

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
It was wonderful to see so many of you at our picnic at Lang Pioneer Village in July. It
certainly looked like a good time was had by all and the music of the Donegal Fiddlers
helped to make the day complete. Our thanks to our Events Co-ordinator, Lesia Karas
for all her work in putting this event together.
For our next club meeting on August 10th, we will be back at St. John’s Auditorium in
Campbellford and further on in this newsletter you will find more information about our
speaker, John Boyko. John has spoken to other Probus clubs and comes highly recommended so we hope you will be able to come out and hear his presentation.
At our June meeting I asked those attending whether they would like to make mask wearing a personal
choice instead of us asking you to wear them upon entering and exiting the hall. The majority voted for personal choice and this will take effect at our August meeting. Some of our members are still vulnerable or
they are caring for someone who is immunocompromised, so we respect the need for them to keep wearing
their masks at our meetings.
At the picnic we started to collect membership dues for the remainder of this year and all of our next fiscal
year. If you weren’t at the picnic or were not able to renew at that time, please be prepared to renew at
our August meeting. More information is included later in this newsletter.
As many of you know, Jim Connor sets up the tables and chairs for our meetings and although he seems
happy to do this on his own the night before, he could really use some help in tearing down and stacking
tables and chairs at the end of our meeting. Gordon George has been doing an admirable job of helping Jim
but it’s a big job and more people are needed to help. I’ll mention this at our meeting but in the meantime
please do think about volunteering if you are physically able.
We also need more volunteers for the registration table. Moira Hall and
Donna George have been doing a fantastic job for the last three
meetings but it would be good to give them a break. If you are willing to
volunteer, please contact Susan McKnight at rockyvista1@gmail.com.
I do hope you are all enjoying the summer and look forward to seeing
you soon.
Hazel Farley
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AUGUST GENERAL MEETING:
Wednesday, August 10th, 10 am
Speaker: Author, John Boyko

Location: St. John’s United Church Hall, Campbellford

Speaker and author, John Boyko, has spoken to other Probus Clubs and
comes highly recommended! He has written several books on Canadian
History and Politics and will talk at this meeting about his eighth book: The
Devil’s Trick: How Canada Fought the Vietnam War. On his website, John
says, “It is shocking readers who thought they understood that tragic war and
believed that Canada had nothing or little to do with it. In fact, Canada was
intricately involved, as it tested who Canadians were and what we stood for.”
John’s previous books addressing Canadian History and Politics include: Last
Steps to Freedom: The Evolution of Canadian Racism, Into The Hurricane: Attacking Socialism and the CCF, Bennett: The Rebel Who Challenged and
Changed a Nation. Blood and Daring: How Canada Fought the American Civil
War and Forged a Nation.
He currently lives in Lakefield and leads an active life—as well as writing books, he is a newspaper
columnist in major Canadian news sources, a former municipal politician, enjoys sports and is lead
singer and guitarist in the rock/pop band, The Footnotes.
Lesia has declared August meeting to be “Special Hat Day”- we welcome all the ladies to wear their
favorite bonnets, for men - special caps they like or colourful socks or ties. There will be prizes.
Don’t forget your name tag! Guests are welcome. Please bring $2.50 to help cover the cost of refreshments. Our 50/50 Draw will take place for those who wish to take part.

JUNE MEETING’S SPEAKER SYNOPSIS by Bev McComb
RUSSIA DECLARES WAR ON THE UKRAINE
NO END IN SIGHT
David Black and a friend, Ian, visited Probus on June 8, 2022 to tell their stories about volunteering in the
Ukraine for 3 weeks as drivers to help transport Ukrainian families to Poland and other European destinations.
David was in the military and is now a cattle farmer in Canada. He wanted to do something to help Ukraine
and ended up helping to transport the displaced families who were left homeless after the bombings. He spent
3 weeks there the first time. One Polish check point was called TESCO, a huge centre where refugees were
housed, where the volunteer’s ID bracelets were checked, along with the buses/vehicles. Their van had a Canadian flag taped on the back window. There weren’t any Red Cross stations in the Ukraine when they arrived but many Groups of Jehovah Witness were around the area to assist the people.
There were many challenges such as the lack of food and places to stay; also language barriers. One van load
was a family of 6; one of the children was very upset when he thought they were being “kidnapped”.
David returned to Canada for a few weeks to tend to his crops on the farm but he planned on going back for
another 3 weeks to help out on a farm there.
SLAVA UKRAINA!
FOR ANYONE WHO WOULD LIKE TO HEAR MORE ABOUT DAVID’S SECOND TRIP TO UKRAINE
TO WORK ON A FARM, PLEASE SEE HIS WRITE-UP ON PAGE 5 OF THIS NEWSLETTER.

Page 3

ANNUAL PICNIC
Held on July 13th at the Lang Pioneer Village picnic area, more than 40 members enjoyed a delicious lunch catered by Sharpe’s , friendly conversation and toe-tapping enterntainment by the
Donegal Fiddlers . There was a raffle as well as a 50/50 draw. Thanks to the
members who helped out: Val, Jim, Steve, Hugo & Martha, Moira, Donna
and Susan as well as our Events Coordinator, Lesia, for arranging the day!

EVENTS COMMITTEE REPORT
The help of volunteers mentioned above at the picnic was greatly appreciated. Thanks
to Hazel for being my sounding board and helping me with other details in organizing. It
is a pleasure working with all of you.
Upcoming event: Kawartha Cruise - August 17th followed by late lunch at One Eyed
Jacks. We need a minimum of 20 people for the cruise to get the rate of $30.00, otherwise the cost is
$33.00 per person. I had reserved for 20 people at time of booking but we currently have only 17
signed up – so we need 3 more people or we have to pay $ 3.00 extra. Follow the link or copy and
paste this address into your browser to get to “Sign-up Genius” if you wish to sign up:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4faeae2ba3f5c70-kawartha
For September, we are hoping to arrange another outdoor picnic. Details to follow. For October, Hazel
and I are still working on the Havelock Bank Robbery drive.
For August 10th meeting – Special Hat Day- we welcome all the ladies to wear their favorite bonnets, for
men - special caps they like or colourful socks or ties. There will be prizes.
- Lesia Karas
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TRENT HILLS PROBUS ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES FOR 2022 AND 2023
ARE NOW DUE. THE FEE OF $35.00 COVERS THE PERIOD FROM MAY 2022 (WHEN
WE STARTED IN-PERSON MEETINGS AGAIN) UNTIL SEPTEMBER OF 2023. YOU
MAY PAY BY CASH OR CHEQUE AT THE AUGUST OR SEPTEMBER MEETINGS OR
MAIL YOUR CHEQUE, PAYABLE TO PROBUS CLUB OF TRENT HILLS ,
C/O 378 COUNTY RD. 38, CAMPBELLFORD, K0L1L0
YOUR MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE HOPES EVERYONE WILL RENEW AND HELP BUILD OUR CLUB BACK
FROM THE SET BACKS OF THE LAST COUPLE OF YEARS. ALSO MAKE SURE YOU SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT
THE CLUB—BRING A GUEST TO A MEETING!

SEE PROBUS CANADA AND PROBUS GLOBAL NEWSLETTERS
ATTACHED AS SEPARATE FILES TO THIS EMAIL
On the Lighter Side…

Submitted by Mary Bomers

A young woman brought her fiancée home to meet her parents.
After dinner, her mother told the girl's father to find out more about the young man. The father
invited the fiancée to his study for a little talk.
"So, what are your plans?" the father asked the young man.
"I am a biblical scholar," he replied.
"A biblical scholar, hmmm?" the father said. "Admirable, but what will you do to provide a nice house
for my daughter to live in?”
"I will study," the young man replied, "and God will provide for us."
"And how will you buy her a beautiful engagement ring, such as she deserves?" asked the father.
"I will concentrate on my studies," the young man replied, "God will provide for us."
"And children?" asked the father. "How will you support children?”
"Don't worry, sir, God will provide," replied the fiancée.
The conversation proceeded like this...and each time the father questioned; the young idealist insisted that God would provide.
Later, the mother asked, "How did your talk go, honey?”

The father answered: "He's a Liberal. He has no job; he has no plans. And he thinks I'm God."

Message from the Editor...
Let’s all step up and make a point of volunteering and contributing to our Club… if
each of our members signed up for at least ONE job, on ONE committee, ONE time,
e.g. suggest ONE speaker, help organize ONE event, sell 50/50 tickets at ONE
meeting, sit at the registration desk for ONE meeting, etc., our Club
would blossom and grow! Speak to someone on your Management Committee at a meeting and ask, “What can I do to help?”
Enjoy the summer!

Laura McCulloch,
Newsletter Editor
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Ukraine Mission—Second trip June 2022 by David Black
When I returned from my first trip to Europe helping refugees, I was so moved I could not wait to plan my second trip. Soon after
my first trip the Polish Government began making all public transportation free for refugees, and the Polish people were amazing
at taking in refugees, finding schools and employment for them and just plain stepping up. Also, the Canadian Military sent soldiers to do what I and others did - drive them all over Europe. That left me with the question of what could I do that was needed
and suited to me?
The lightbulb (lampushka in Ukrainian…more on that later) went off. I know a considerable amount about farming and farms
were desperate for labour due to the war. I sent emails to dozens of people and organizations; then finally a Ukrainian government agency, GENUkraine, contacted me and said they were aware of a farm in Central Ukraine that desperately needed help. It
was called a Permaculture Centre and produced seedlings to ship to war ravaged areas and also produced heirloom seeds. I was
overjoyed at this connection. Being told that no one on the farm spoke English but they did have email, I reached out to two
young refugees who I earlier drove to Germany, to act as my translators. They were very happy to oblige and thus began my trip
to Prysluch Village, Khmelnitsky Oblast, Ukraine.
I then encountered an unexpected medical issue that will require surgery on one eye, but briefly, the surgeon said it would be in
about 4 weeks, so he gave the green light to fly and go to Ukraine, so that night I booked my flight. Toronto-Amsterdam-Krakow.
Then car or train to border then 2 more trains to Khmelnitsky where I was assured my Ukrainian farm family would be waiting to
drive me the last 15 kms.
The trip was grueling. The train station in Lviv housed hundreds of people every night too afraid of missile strikes to sleep in
apartment buildings. The lights were off in the station at night and curfew every night was 11 pm. We do not appreciate where
we live was the first thing I thought!
I finally made it to the farm and was given an amazing welcome. It was very gratifying to see how much it meant to them that
someone from halfway around the world cared enough to come and help. They know the west sends weapons and they are
grateful, but to see an individual do what I was doing meant so much to them. I am blessed that I am able to do this.
Then the work began! I cannot work like a Ukrainian. I think they are partly machine! I did my best, but even in my prime could
not work like them. There were 6 family members, 5 local women and 3 hired men all working long hard days and still they did
not have enough labour. The 5 greenhouses were full of vegetable seedlings, flowers, shrubs and herbs for shipment all over
Ukraine and to America where 2 seed companies sell the heirloom seeds. They produce massive amounts of asparagus, strawberries, beets, potatoes, tomatoes, cabbage, carrots and much more!
I was provided my own little house on the property which had no indoor plumbing, but I loved it! The area is extremely poor so
indoor facilities are a luxury few in the countryside have.
Every family has a milk cow, and many have a horse for the fields. Only two places in the entire village had a small old tractor.
It is polite to eat what is offered when you are a visitor, but there are limits. My stomach can only hold so much! Every meal was
borscht, and countless other dishes but even with all the work I was doing I could not eat everything. Perogies and cabbage rolls
and bread, and more bread!
The language problem was soon overcome. My vocabulary gets better every day. So I explained the English saying about lightbulbs and learned to say lampushka! That was said frequently on both sides as communications got more effective.
It is not uncommon here to have your phone tell you of a weather alert. There it would buzz to tell me of possible air raids. The
locals take it all in stride, including military road blocks encountered frequently. I never felt like I was in danger and the closest I
came to fighting was seeing smoke from a building hit by a missile. They never forget they are in a war, and they worry all the
time about the future, but by God, they are tough and resilient people.
There is a lot more work to do on the farm, so after my surgery and after I get my own hay put in for the year I will go back again.
I will return to my new second family at the Permaculture Centre and do what I can. I cannot wait to get back.

