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Hallowe’en Hijinxs
The October 19th meeting was an opportunity for the members to preview their Hallowe’en duds.
Top left, Peter Chrisomalis and Sharon O’Connor—best male and female costumes; top right—
Bill King does his impression of Ozzy Osborne with Daphne as the wicked witch. Bottom left Bev
Chrisomalis and Therese May are just happy to be part of the festivities
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President’s Message
Winter is almost here and
we must prepare. The old
cars are being put away,
the Christmas parties are
being planned and the
holidays south are being
looked forward to.
I would like to thank Jack
Chapman and his committee of many who organized a fabulous Car
Rally. The weather was perfect, the route amazing
and the lunch superb. They put in many hours and
travelled many miles to give us all a great day. Congratulations to all who won that day.
Also congratulations to Sharon O’Connor and Peter
Chrisomalis for winning the Halloween Costume
contest. Thank you to all who dressed up.
I always really look forward the Bake and Regifting
Auction coming up on November 16th. We are
scouring over our recipe books for our favourite
cookies and cakes for the silent auction. We are
rummaging through our treasures to see if there is
anything that we don’t use but someone else may
really like to have. There are so many wonderful
items it is so hard to know what to bid on. Who
knew we had so many great cooks in our midst.?
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if there were tons of
Christmas baking, so we could all have a nice variety over the Christmas Holidays. I look forward to
seeing you all out and bidding on items. The proceeds all go towards making the Christmas Party
that much more special.
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Past President’s Farewell
As this is my last message
to you I’d like to say that it
has been a privilege to
serve the club in the capacity of president. I have had
a great management team to
work with, who have organized an impressive slate of
social activities, trips, tours,
speakers etc. for us all to enjoy. In addition, many
of you have helped out on various committees
throughout the year. I would like to say a big thank
you to everyone who contributed to making our social calendars so busy and so much fun throughout
the year. Having served on a couple of committees,
I can say from first hand that becoming involved in
the club in this manner can be a lot of fun and very
rewarding, I would urge everyone to get involved so
our club can continue to be strong and active.
In addition, to all the activities we have enjoyed this
year, Bruce our intrepid past president, Bryan Armstrong and a number of past presidents worked diligently to begin an Operating Guidelines and Procedures Manual and to review and update our Bylaws.
This can be a somewhat thankless and tedious job
and the guys put in endless hours on this. Many
thanks from all of us.

Judi Curtis

Diane Morrison

Democracy: it’s your vote that counts. Feudalism: it your Count who votes.

Probus Club of Northshore Cobourg Newsletter

November 2011

Page 3

Speaker’s Corner

Northumberland: Tourist Mecca!
Of course, we live in a nice area. A Road Rally or
two in October will easily confirm that. But you
know what they say about familiarity... That is why
Peter Brotherhood’s job comes as such a surprise.
He is a Tour Director and Step-on Bus Guide who
makes part of his living giving bus tours of our
backyard every summer. He “invented his own position” in part “to lure people off the 401...to appreciate the outstanding attractions of our area.”
The skills necessary to do the job came about
largely as an adjunct to his high school teaching
career. He was educated as a geographer but took
on the role of band master at St. Mary’s meaning
that he had to make all the arrangements when
there were band trips. This lead to his teaching
Travel and Tourism, St. Mary’s being only one of
four schools offering the course in the province.
Now he became known in the school as “Mr. Field
Trip” as the curriculum required students to both
develop and organize trips as part of their programme.
In retirement he has simply become what he
taught. He arranges tour packages complete with
attractions, lunches, and stays as necessary. Each
year there is annual meeting with the tour operators
and he has seven minutes to pitch his package of
services. Overnight stays mean business for the
local Bed and Breakfasts and often are coordinated with local theatrical productions at the
Capitol and Victoria Hall. The result of his efforts
is hardly a trifling matter to the community. With
the possibility of 56 passengers on a coach, “A single over night stay with a coach can generate $!
2,000.00 in income and as much as “$10, 000,
000.00 in sales over all in a season.” So far this
summer he has been involved in “35 tours”.
Peter designs his tours thematically. So one tour
will be “Famous people of Cobourg”, outlining the

lives of Marie Dressler, Egerton Ryerson, the
Crossman family and the locations with which
their lives were linked. Then there is a Literary
Tour outlining the lives of famous authors, like
Catharine Parr Trail. There are also Architectural
Tours that draw attention to our many classic
homes. There is even a Faith Tour that draws on
the life Joseph Scrivener. Peter is planning an Adventure Tour calling attention to the many birding
and fishing sites available. And For the future there
is a Christmas Light Tour
Peter says he has grown into the job and
benefited financially being able to spend an extra
month in Florida in the off season. But then that is
what retirement is about, having spent a lifetime
finding what you really want to do
and then in your Golden Years having the will and the means to pursue
it.

Julius Varga

When a clock is hungry, it goes back four seconds.
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Norma’s team gets the Snail Trophy

The First Place Team

Smiles of relief for the Rally Organizers

Cowpokes look best with their hats . .eh
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Best Poker Hand . . . . Three 2’s . . . . Really ??

Second Place Team
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Past President Presented with Pin
At the October 19th meeting President Diane Morrison presented
Past President Judi Curtis with the Past President’s pin in recognition of her leadership of the club over the past year. Editor’s
note: Judi’s appearance was due to the Hallowe’en dress-up day
and in no way reflects the rigors and tribulations of her year in
office.

European River Cruise—Sharron
McMann is exploring the group’s interest in a European River Cruise in Sept/
Oct 2012. Please sign up if you are interested.
“Warhorse” a musical at Princess of
Wales Theatre in Toronto Wednesday,
May 23, 2012 $140. includes bus, show
and dinner. Sign up sheet available.

Meeting Day Programs
November 2
November 16
December 7
January 4

Ed Greenwood, author and game designer
Silent Auction Bake Sale
Bonnie McCool—green steps
Community Care

Acupuncture is a jab well done.
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Bridge Club 2 will meet on 27th at Paul and Jill Mills, and Rick Potter’s
for both November Bridge meetings

Bid Euchre group November 8
at the home of Bryan and Roberta Armstrong
November 22 at the home of Julius and Louise Varga.
Probus Club members are invited to join the Bid Euchre Club. Cards are
played the second and fourth Tuesday each month from 1:30 to 4:00 pm.
Games are played at members' homes. No commitment is required of you to play regularly and people who
want to play just occasionally are needed as spares. New players not familiar with the game will be taught
to play. Please contact Connie Poole or Bryan Armstrong for more details

Silent Auction will be held on November 16th. Proceeds are to support the Annual Christmas Party.
Please let Mary Potter know if you can help out, or have items …either gently used or new, you can donate
for the Silent Auction or have items for the Bake Sale

Lunch Bunch will be on November 16th at A Culinary Affair- on D’Arcy Street. Lunch will be around
$15.00-17.00. Please see Dorothy Miller at the next meeting if you plan to go

Christmas Party
Will be held on Dec. 14th –look for the tickets at $35 each to go on sale at the Nov.2nd meeting. Early Bird
ticket buyers are entered into a draw to be drawn at the first December meeting on the 7th.

Probus Clothing November 16th meeting Jessie Smith from Probus
Clothing will have a table at our meeting and will be offering Probus
clothing at 50% off!! Great idea for Christmas gifts for Probus members

If you run with your laptop you could jog your memory.
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Some of the participants gathered at break time for a group picture

THE STAGES OF SUCCESS
At age 4 success is...not peeing in your pants.
At age 12 success is...having friends.
At age 16 success is...having a drivers license.
At age 20 success is...having sex.
At age 35 success is...having money.
At age 50 success is...having money.
At age 60 success is...having sex.
At age 70 success is...having a drivers license.
At age 75 success is...having friends.
At age 80 success is...not peeing in your pants
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