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As I write this message I am still thinking about the very special
meeting this Probus Club held on November 1st, our own
Remembrance Day 2011. Once again our program committee was
able to engage an excellent speaker. I am sure that will be reported
in “Speakers Corner”. I would like to thank Erik Norenius, who
together with Fraser Carr put together a very special tribute to our
veterans. I know that many of you were as pleased as I was to learn
a little more about our fellow Probians to whom we owe a great deal.
We are proud of you.
Several members attended the dinner theatre in Cobourg organized
by Pauline Carrick. Evenings such as these provide an opportunity
for our members to enjoy not only the meal and the production but
also the company of one another. Thank you Pauline.
It has been brought to my attention that we used to have a bowling
group. Catharine Ramsey has received the information regarding the
Inter Club Bowling Tournament to be held on February 13 at the
Northshore Bowling Lanes in Cobourg. It would be so nice if we
could get a group to represent us at this event. You do not have to
be a great bowler as there is a great handicap system which makes
the scores quite even. Hopefully there is someone who is willing to
get this going for us
Our Christmas party is coming up on Tuesday, December 13th. The
organizing committee has been working hard to make it a successful
event. As the change from an evening dinner and dance to a noon
luncheon was well accepted well attended last year, it was decided
to do this again to celebrate the season together. I do hope that you
are planning to come.
This is my last message before the New Year so I take this
opportunity to wish you all a happy and blessed Christmas Season.

Barb
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SPEAKERS CORNER
NOVEMBER 1, 2011
MASTER WARRANT OFFICER CINDY LEONARD
Cindy proved to be a most enjoyable speaker with a good sense of humour.
She joined the Canadian Forces in 1981 in Kingston and as she puts it her life
quickly went from high heels to parade boots. She soon after made the decision to
become an Aerospace Operator - a decision she feels is the best of her life.
She has filled many challenging positions beginning with Control Tower Assistant
in 1983 and on up to Superintendent for Integrated Air Defence Systems during
her NORAD tour at Tyndall AFB.
While her military career has meant giving up a lot of her personal life she loves
her life and job. Happily married with four grown children and two grandchildren
she is currently training for a six-month deployment to Italy and eagerly looks
forward to more challenges.
I think we were all really touched by her closing with singing “God Bless Canada”
accompanied by her husband on guitar.
==========================
NOVEMBER 16, 2011
SHERRY GIBSON
PORT HOPE COMMUNITY CARE
Sherry has been in Community Care for 20 years and after 5 years in Port Hope
she is very well known by area residents.
Community Care is based on just that concept - neighbours taking care of
neighbours. The organization has 40 staff members with offices in Brighton,
Cobourg, Colborne, Port Hope, Campbellford and Hastings. However, the real
force of the endeavour is the 1,000 volunteers who assist with seniors and adults
with disabilities. Anyone can access the services provided.
Volunteers are a huge asset when it comes to transportation and they also assist in
areas such as friendly visits to shut-in, in-home help, home maintenance, caregiver
support and education and telephone security checks.
Community Care also arranges a variety of activities and social events which are
greatly enjoyed by both seniors and disabled people.
Their total budget is now $1.1M the bulk of which is provided by LHIN. Funds are also raised by direct donations and
fund raising events. There are grants as well as donations from the United Way and Trillium.
========================
FRASER CARR
AUTOBIOGRAPHY – BETTY REYNOLDS
Fraser read this very humorous and extremely well written biography. We were amused at the many mishaps and
misunderstandings encountered by a young English couple who suddenly found themselves transplanted to Port Hope.
Fortunately it ended as a very a happy “homecoming” and to a wonderful life in our town. As few of use were able to
identify the writer it shows that these biographies really do help us to learn more about our fellow members.
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KEN MAC PHERSON
Ken MacPherson has researched, written and co-authored several books most of which deal with ships of the naval
force. For his work over the past many years as author and editor of numerous histories of ships of the Royal Canadian
Navy he was recently awarded the Admirals’ Medal for his contributions.
We are proud and honoured to have Ken as a member of our Probus Club and offer our sincere congratulations on this
achievement.

Photo courtesy of David Gibson - SNAP
ADMIRAL NIGEL BRODEUR AND REAR ADMIRAL MARK NORMAN MAKE THE PRESENTATION
TO KEN MAC PHERSON
=======================

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR
I was recently asked if I had received a photo sent to me which had not been used. Unfortunately due to the cyber
gods this had never been received.
I really do appreciate receiving photos and any news which you think should be shared and would be useful to all
members and will always do my best to place it in your Patter. So if something you sent by computer does not appear
please talk to me – it just may be that it did not end up in my “NEW MAIL”.
For those members lucky enough to spend the winter months in warmer places please let me know if you would like to
receive copies of the Patter and are willing to cover the cost of postage - I would be happy to send these to you.
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PROGRAMS – FRASER CARR AND SHIRLEY KANE
January 3

Peter Bolton
Interesting Facts about the Cemeteries of Port Hope

17

Barry Walker
The New Community Radio
*************

CATERING – ANNE SHIELDS
DECEMBER

CAPTAIN – PAULINE CARRICK

6

Sel Shields, Julie Cotter, Edith Carr, Rose Ferguson

JANUARY

CAPTAIN – FIONA GRAHAM
3

John Graham, Jeannette Etter, Liz Davidson, Lorraine Darke

17

Nancy Ford, Maggie Snow, Betty Reynolds, Betty DeLong

FEBRUARY

CAPTAIN – CATHARINE RAMSEY
7

Pat Buchan, Margot Agnew, Eileen Rose, Ruth Roy

21

Alan and Margaret McCready, Betty Collins, Carolyn Minion
************

ALL I NEEDED TO KNOW I LEARNT FROM SANTA
(Submitted by Pauline Carrick)
1. Encourage people to believe in you
2. Always remember who’s naughty and who’s nice
3. Don’t pout
4. It’s as much fun to give as it’s to receive
5. Some days it is OK to feel a little “chubby”
6. Make your presents known
7. Always ask for a little bit more than what you really want
8. Bright red can make anyone look good.
9. Wear a wide belt and no one will notice how many pounds you’ve gained.
10. If you only show up once a year everyone will think you’re very important.
11. Whenever you are at a loss for words say “Ho, Ho, Ho”
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OUR VETERANS
Back L-R : Erik Norenius, Paul Smith, George Watson, Al Butler, Noel Martin, MVO Cindy Leonard, Ken Scott,
Ken MacPherson, Jack Goering, Donald M. Campbell, Charlie Weaver
F: Raymond Etter, Sid Hatch
ABSENT: Jim Adamson, Don Campbell, Glen Cotter, Bill Minion, Keith Pickett, Fred Schumacher
JIM ADAMSON
Enlisted May 1943 at 17 ½ years old. He joined the Royal Canadian Air Force and went overseas to England in April
1945. He spent a year in England to help the discharge of Canadian airmen before returning to Exhibition Park in
Toronto where he was discharged August 1946.
ALAN BUTLER
Called up for national service in 1957 with The Royal Artillery. After basic training he joined a battery in Germany using
locating mortars and radar plotting to feed information to field artillery regiments. Having missed the Suez crisis of
1956, the operation was limited to training for any similar situations. He was discharged in 1959.
DON CAMBPELL
Enlisted in Toronto in the early 40’s after graduating from Osgoode Hall. After basic training in Canada he boarded
RMS Queen Elizabeth to England for more training and in 1943 was shipped to North Africa among the reserves for
the invasion of Sicily. After arriving at his unit in Italy he was taken ill, subsequently was assigned to a headquarters
staff, but rejoined his regiment in 1944, The day after he arrived he was seriously wounded and evacuated by Jeep
Ambulance on a road that was also being shelled. After five hospitals and two hospital ships he arrived in Montreal and
was still in hospital on VE Day.
DONALD M. CAMPBELL
Joined the Canadian Officer Training Corps while at Acadia University in 1955. He spent his first summer with the
Corps of Engineers in Chilliwack BC and enjoyed it so much that he went into the Regular Officer Training Program for
the following three summers. On graduation in 1959 he was posted as a Lieutenant to the Royal Canadian Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers (REME) in Kingston. In 1960 he was posted to Whitehorse in support of Alcan Highway
maintenance. He was discharged in 1962 to pursue a career in computers.
GLEN COTTER
Enlisted June 1943 and trained as an air traffic controller. He worked in the Control Towers at RCAF Station Uplands
at Ottawa and at RCAF Station Mount Hope at Hamilton. He was discharged September 1945.
RAYMOND ETTER
Conscripted June 23 1952 Fleury Neuchâtel Switzerland and employed as a rifle training instructor. His operations
were in the Swiss Alps and on land manoeuvres. He was discharged 1969 in London, England.
JACK GOERING
Enlisted November 1944 at Toronto into the Canadian Infantry Corps. He served in Orillia and Camps Ipperwash and
Petawawa. After VE Day he volunteered for the Pacific force at Camp Borden. He was discharged as a Lance Corporal
September 1945.
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SID HATCH
Enlisted April 1948 at RAF Padgate, UK. He was trained as an Air Wireless Mechanic and flew Lancaster aircraft in the
United Kingdom and Europe with 3 Group bomber squadrons. He was discharged July 1950.
KEN MACPHERSON
Joined the RCN Volunteer Reserve on May 23, 1943, at HMCS York. He received basic training at HMCS Montcalm in
Quebec City and then St Hyacinth (where Sage German served) where he became a wireless operator. He was posted
to a High Frequency Direction-Finding station at Harbour Grace, Nfld. and spent the waning years of the Battle of the
Atlantic monitoring the signals of the few remaining U-boats. After VE Day, he volunteered for the Pacific and received
training to learn Japanese code; however, the war ended before he was sent to the Pacific. He was discharged as an
Ordinary Telegraphist in Toronto November 8, 1945.
NOEL MARTIN
Enlisted October 1956 in Toronto. He trained as an armament systems tech where he would trouble-shoot and
maintain computer controlled fire control systems. After training at St Jean Quebec, Clinton and Borden he worked on
F-86 Sabres, CF-100s, CF-101s, and CF104s and served wherever the fighters were: Zweibrücken, Germany, Uplands
(Ottawa), Bagotville, Quebec, and Cold Lake, Alberta. He was discharged in 1966 as a Leading Aircraftsman.
BILL MINION
Enlisted in the RCAF in the Regular Office Training Plan in 1962 as an Officer Cadet at Queen’s University but
resigned on graduation. In 1998 he re-enlisted in the Cadet Instructor Cadre Air Force Reserve as an Officer Cadet
instructor for the Royal Canadian Air Cadets. He was Commissioned in 2000 and retired in 2007 as a Captain and CO
of the Port Hope 718 Yukon Squadron of the Royal Canadian Air Cadets.
ERIK NORENIUS
Enlisted May 1953 in London. He was an Airborne Intercept Navigator flying CF-100 Canuck and CF-101 Voodoo jet
fighters, an Intercept Controller and later a CO at radar stations and a headquarter staff officer serving mostly in the Air
Defence role, retiring in 1980.
KEITH PICKETT
Enlisted July 1955 in Honiton, Devon into the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (REME) as a Heavy Gun
Fitter and became a Leading Artisan Sergeant. He served in various locations in the United Kingdom until his
discharge July 1957.
FRED SCHUMACHER
Volunteered November 1953 in Chicago. He was a Platoon Sergeant in a training regiment and drill instructor. He
spent his two year service obligation at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.
KEN SCOTT
Enlisted at HMCS Montreal June 1943 as an Ordinary Seaman (and Officer Candidate). He was posted to shore
establishments in Canada and the United Kingdom and served at sea on convoy escort duty in the Atlantic. At the end
of the war he served with the destroyer HMCS Crescent in the Pacific. He was discharged in 1965 as a Lieutenant
Commander.
PAUL SMITH
Enlisted January 1945 in Toronto. As a Driver Mechanic he served in Toronto, Hamilton and Woodstock until his
discharge in July 1945.
GEORGE WATSON
th
Enlisted April 1945 in Toronto. He was in the middle of basic training when the war in Europe ended May 8 and
continued to Aldershot, Nova Scotia for advanced training. He was on embarkation leave to the Pacific when the
atomic bombs dropped on Japan. When the war ended he was offered the choice of joining the occupation forces in
Germany or going back to school; he opted for school and was discharged September 1945.
CHARLIE WEAVER
Enlisted at Owen Sound August 1941. He trained as a Fitter with the Royal Canadian Engineers. After time in England
and Scotland he participated in the invasion of Sicily 1943 and then Italy and the Italian Campaign until hospitalized
th
April 1945. He was discharged December 15 1945, just in time for Christmas.

