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President Diane Dycke
Well another PROBUS year is winding down. I would like to take this opportunity
of thanking the executive members and all those who served on the different
committees for a job well done. Without your support, I would not have survived
the year.
When I was first approached to become Vice-President, my response was a flat,
"NO." It was the position of President that I did not wish to have. A very wise
man told me that I was doing myself a disservice and I have to admit he was
correct.
This past year has been rewarding and challenging but I survived. As in my first
message to you as your president, I promised to do my best and I feel that I kept
that promise.
In closing, we have two very important meetings in September and I encourage
you all to try and be there for those meetings. One is a workshop type meeting
and the second is our annual general meeting.
Please let us work together as a team keeping our club strong and flourishing.
Wishing the Colborne club a very long and successful life.
Diane
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July 9, 2014
We held our annual picnic at the home of Dorothy and Al McKinney. Martin Blackshaw and his team staged a
marvelous event with lots of activities for all of us. They say a picture is worth a thousand words - so here
goes - thousands and thousands!
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This was a fun picnic!
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Share the Wealth winner – Christine Ross - $36.00. Lucky Lady!

August 6, 2014
Trissia Mellor, Agriculture Manager for Northumberland County, Economic Development and Tourism spoke
to us about an innovative, new food processing facility soon to be operational in Colborne. This is the first
project of this type in Ontario.
It will be used for many different modes of processing and will help farmers earn more revenue from their
fruit and vegetable crops.
It also offers the opportunity for those not on farms to process foods for sale. (i.e. jams, jellies, etc.)

Shirley Ross thanking Trissia.

Jan Ollson, a member of our club also addressed our group. Her mission was to make us aware of the horrors
of the Himalayan Balsam. This is an herb that has become an absolute menace to our landscape. It is an
annual plant that aggressively replaces our native perennial plants along river banks.
This is a very tall plant (1 to 3 metres) with pink, white or purple flowers and long leaves with sharply toothed
edges.
It's common name, "Touch-Me-Not plant" is because a simple touch can release seeds from their capsules in
an explosion that can cover as many as 5 metres. It is also poisonous to touch.
If you see any evidence of this plant call The Invading Species Hotline at 1-800-563-7711.

Himalayan Balsam along the roadside.
Editor's note - Barry and I think we saw
this plant along a ditch near Wicklow
Beach. Beware and keep your eyes
open!
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Share the Wealth Winner - Wilf Robinson - $21.00. Again???

Upcoming Probus Events
Wednesday, September 3 - See attached notice
Wednesday, September 17 - Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, October 1 - Speaker - Gina Gillespie

Upcoming Community Events
Sat Sept 20: Rotary Club of Colborne’s Annual Harvest Auction will be celebrating their 65 th anniversary with
‘Spirit of the 60’s’.

THE LAST WORD

Next In Touch Deadline –September 24, 2014
Email address for 2013/14 editor is: sue.mcquillin@yahoo.com
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Special Notice
It would be useful to summarize Barry McQuillin's and my presentations
this morning at PROBUS (August 6); the purpose here is to list some
potential ideas for discussion at the next PROBUS meeting.
In summary, Barry and I made a number of common points:
- Finding volunteers for officer positions has become so difficult as to
jeopardize the future of Colborne PROBUS,
- We concluded that the demographics of the existing membership are
that of an aging membership and the club must enlarge its
membership if it is to continue,
- A meeting devoted to addressing fundamental, organizational and
operational issues could be productive and is recommended.
While the root problem is the size and age of the membership, these two
factors cannot be resolved quickly. In the meantime, there are a number
of strategies that may be considered to lighten and share the
administrative and organizational workload. Examples of potential actions
were:
- Splitting the duties of specific chairs,
- Splitting the term of office between/among members,
- Meeting once a month,
- Canvassing the membership for other ideas and input.
All present agreed that PROBUS should continue and all seemed to agree
with the notion that PROBUS serves to offer fellowship and opportunity for
intellectual stimulation: in short, it serves the community well.
Barry and I recommend a special meeting be held devoted solely to
considering these matters and, most importantly, to canvas the general
membership for their ideas and input. Barry kindly offered to act as
Facilitator.
For your consideration,
Paul Ross, Barry McQuillin

