Probus Patter
Port Hope and District Probus Club, since 1998

Coming Programs
January 6:
Nancy Little, of the
Northumberland YMCA will
talk of programs at the Y
suitable for our generation,
and will demonstrate "Chair
Aerobics."
January 20: tba

Special Events
January 28th: Apps & Drinks:
At Erik and Una's, 55 Elgin
Street, N., 3 6 5 pm. Please
sign up at the January
meetings.
February 13/14: "Hats Off"
A Gilbert & Sullivan Revue at
the Victoria Hall, Cobourg,
under the artistic direction of
Port Hope Probus member
Keith Pickett.
June 2: Spring Extravaganza
Joint Northumberland Probus
Groups meeting with
Lieutenant General, The
Honourable Romeo Dallaire
(Ret'd), and past Senator, as
guest speaker
See page 6 for more
details
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President's Message
As I write this article Christmas is over and
the New Year is fast approaching. At this
time I would like to give a huge thank you
to Gary and Carolyn Webb for all their
work organizing the Christmas Luncheon.
It was a great event and enjoyed by all
who attended.
At this time of the year it is common for
many people to look back at the year just
passed while others will look forward and make predictions about
everything from the performance of the stock market to how much
snow will fall during the winter of 2015. This is an excellent time for
our Probus Club to look forward to the New Year. Many of our
favourite events such as St. Patrick’s Day and our annual picnic are in
the early planning stages but we should be giving some thought
whether we would like to take part in other activities. In past years
we have taken bus trips which lasted for several days. Is there any
interest in returning to this type of trip? As you think about the year
ahead and chat with friends would you please give the program
committee topics that you believe would be of interest to the
membership. We need to attract new members during the next
couple of years and a large part will be if we can consistently have
informative and interesting speakers.
The presidents of most of the Northumberland Probus Clubs have
met 7 times over the past year to plan the 2015 Spring Extravaganza
to be held on June 2nd at the Keeler Centre in Colborne. The Port Hope
club has been allotted 45 tickets. The speaker will be LieutenantT
General, The Honourable Romeo Dallaire (Ret'd), and past Senator.
The cost for morning coffee and goodies, full lunch and to hear this
excellent speaker is $35.00 per guest. The following is a quote from
the senator. “The ultimate focus of the rest of my life is to eradicate
the use of child soldiers and eliminate even the thought of using
children as instruments of war”.

Paul
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Recent Events
Annual Remembrance Day Commemoration
held at the start of the November 4th meeting.
Ken Scott gave a short speech, noting that the “War to end all Wars” started 100 years ago. It was the war when
Canada came of age as a military force, including the battles of Passchendaele, The Somme, Vimy Ridge, and Ypres.
Only 25 years later we again lost the promised “peace in out time”.
Ken reminded us of the importance of always remembering those who sacrificed life or health to preserve the
freedom we now enjoy, and personally cited names of several of his friends and fighting compatriots, including
some who were charter members of our club.
Alan Butler then read a poem, written by Moina Michael in November 1918, inspired by and in response to John
McRae’s “In Flanders Fields.”
Oh! you who sleep in Flanders Fields,
Sleep sweet 5 to rise anew!
We caught the torch you threw
And holding high, we keep the Faith
With All who died.

We cherish, too, the poppy red
That grows on fields where valour led;
It seems to signal to the skies
That blood of heroes never dies,
But lends a lustre to the red
Of the flower that blooms above the dead
In Flanders Fields.

Our Veterans: from left, Fred Schumacher, Alan Butler, Ken Scott. Erik
Norenius, Jack Goering, Noel Martin, David Strong (Ganaraska)

And now the Torch and Poppy Red
We wear in honour of our dead.
Fear not that ye have died for naught;
We'll teach the lesson that ye wrought
In Flanders Fields.

November 18th
Tracy Covell, a constable with the OPP, seconded to Northumberland Crime Stoppers
proved to be an lively, cheerful and informative guest speaker.
She talked briefly about the history of Crimestoppers, and of its mission to make
vulnerable groups, such as seniors, aware of various frauds, scams and other dangers to
their safety or security.
Throwing the meeting open for questions meant that she covered many different topics,
too many to be reported on here. Much time was spent on computer based, eAmail, and credit card fraud,
which can lead to identity theft.
Tracy left members a variety of little takeAaway “gifts” provided by various Crimestoppers’ sponsors. One, a
leaflet called Senior Safety Guide Book is issued by the Peterborough County OPP and Seniors and Law
Enforcement (SALT), and covers most of the topics discussed, including instructions on where one should
report a suspected fraud and other useful references. Tracy has arranged for copies to be available at the
Port Hope Library.
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November 4th
This was our joint meeting with the Ganaraska Valley Probus chapter. The hall was full
with 79 of our members and 52 from Ganaraska.
After the Remembrance Day Commemoration described opposite, we were fortunate to
have as our guest Terry Fallis, writer of four humorous novels and raconteur
extraordinaire. His first book, The Best Laid Plans, is currently being made into a play,
and his latest, No Relation, was the subject of his talk.
The story takes us into the life of a Canadian writer, unfortunately named Earnest
Hemmingway. We find out what it’s like having the same name (except for the spelling)
as the famous Ernest Hemingway. The fictional Earnest’s destiny was to become the
fourth generation CEO of the family business, The
Hemmingwear Company, manufacture of men’s excellent but unexciting
underwear.
But poor Earnest just wants to write. To this end he takes leave from the
family company to pursue his dream. However, bad luck seems to pursue
him. During one horrible day, he was fired from his job, his girlfriend left
him, and he lost his wallet. To make matters worse, severe writer’s block set
in and his fear of small dogs morphed into phobic proportions.
Taking action against his writer’s block and general ennui, he decides to
bring together a group of men and women who have the same names as
famous people, marking the beginning of some unexpected relationships
and eventual recovery.

Terry signing copies

Not to give away the plot line, I think I can reveal that he takes a world tour of places
that his namesake Ernest Hemingway took in his lifetime. In one of the funniest scenes, our fictional Hemmingway
is sitting in writer Hemingway’s preferred seat in his favourite Parisian restaurant, Les Deux Magots, when a man
with a box under his arm shows up and asks if can sit down.
It appears that the box contains the ashes of his recently departed male lover, who wished
to be buried at the top of a particular column beside his hero’s Hemingway’s seat. After
creating a diversion outside with a garbage can fire, the stranger climbs on Earnest’s
shoulders to deposit his lover’s ashes.
To round out the Les Deux Magots story, Terry Fallis felt compelled to visit the Parisian
restaurant. Now we have the famous Hemingway (The Old Man and the Sea, For Whom
the Bell Tolls), the fictional Hemmingway (No Relation), and writer Terry all warming Ernest
Hemingway’s favourite seat. Great story telling. Thanks Terry.
by Pauline Carrick

It was good
seeing Richard
Honey well and
back with us.

Welcoming New Member Cassie Lamont
Already known to many members, Cassie worked as a manager
with Bell Canada, and between 1990 and her retirement she was
located in the Port Hope office. Her husband Andy is also now
retired after a career with the Toronto Police Services.
Cassie still works part time at the Port Hope Veterinary Hospital.
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Photos from the Christmas Lunch

The Reception Line: President Paul & Marg,
Vice President Barbara S and Robert
Barb W.

December 9th was a special day for the
81 members and guests who enjoyed a
festive lunch at the Best Western Hotel
in Cobourg. After mingling over drinks
to the music of Bob Trennum and Lee
Batchelor, we feasted on turkey with all
the trimmings followed by a delicious
trifle.

MC Keith

Master of Ceremonies Keith Pickett set
the holiday mood with some special
poetry, Bob led us in carol singing
(although we struggled a bit to get
through all the 12 days of Christmas),
and Santa Claus gave out lots of gifts to
lucky ticket holders.
Bob and Lee

Many thanks to organizers Carolyn and
Gary Webb. They have given their
retrospective on
organizing the event on
page 6.

From left, standing: Noel, Diane, Joann, Ken
Seated: Peggy, Catharine, Rose
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From left, Standing: Donna, Lucy, Betty C, Bernice
Seated Toad, Lois, Judy, Mysie

From left, Standing: Jim, Erik
Seated Anne B, Jack, Una, Pauline G
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Photos from the Christmas Lunch

From left, standing Fran, Shirley, Ruth
Seated, Don, Bob W, Lee, George

Jeanne

Joyce

Lois

Owen & Santa

Doreen and Margot

From left, standing: Fiona M, Gill, Marguerite, Jennie
Seated: Barb W, Barb L, Betty

From left, Standing: Anne, Sel, Allan, Margaret
Seated: Susan, Eleanor, Doug H, Don E

Regrettably there has not been enough room for all the photos taken. More can
be found on www.probusnorthumberland.com. Click under Photo Gallery
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Carolyn and Gary's Retrospective on Organizing the Lunch
We really had a great time working on this. There were some frosty times and then
some very warm ones but our marriage survived – good thing too as we celebrate 50
years come February.
It was a rather steep learning curve in some aspects but we believe you are never too
old to learn and what we learnt can be applied in other circumstances.
Although we had original thoughts of doing this all on our own that proved to be not
“right” thinking. So we became ever so grateful to Fiona for her tremendous help in
designing the beautiful flyer for the Patter and for distribution at a general meeting as
well as the tickets and table place cards. Thanks to Liz Davidson who arranged for
Santa Claus to fly in from the North Pole and to all those who were so generous in donating gifts for the prize draw – we
won’t list them as many have asked to remain anonymous.
Many thanks to Keith Pickett for the masterful job he did as MC, despite being in extreme pain with a twisted knee!
Thanks to Lee Batchelor and Bob Trennum for the music they provided.
Thanks too, to Roger at the Best Western who was a pleasure to deal with and met our every request.
We sincerely hope you enjoyed the event and we are very pleased and grateful for those who took the time to call or eSmail
us to say they had enjoyed themselves and expressed their appreciation for our efforts.

More Information on Coming Events
Lieutenant(General, The Honourable
Romeo Dallaire" (Ret'd)
Recently retired Senator Dallaire is sure
to be a dynamic speaker at the 2015
Spring Extravaganza. In 1994, as
General in charge of the United Nations
Peace Force, he witnessed first hand
what was perhaps the worst genocide in
modern times. He disobeyed orders
from the UN headquarters in New York to abandon his post,
insisting his men continue to help the Rwandan people so
desperately in need.

The Victorian Operetta Society
presents a Valentine’s Day Weekend special, featuring the
best of HMS Pinafore, The Gondoliers, Iolanthe, Pirates of
Penzance, The Mikado, and Trial by Jury. Port Hope Probus
member Keith Pickett is the artistic director.
Tickets for the show at the Victoria Hall, Cobourg, are $26
or $23.50 for groups over 20, with cabaret seating. The
February 14 performance is a matinee. If you are interested
please contact Events Coordinator Edith at 905S885S5390 or
edicar@sympatico.ca.

“I know there is a God because in Rwanda I shook hands with
the devil. I have seen him, I have smelled him and I have
touched him. I know the devil exists and therefore I know there
is a God.”

Caterers: coordinated by Judy Johnson

Greeters: coordinated by Barb W.

January Captain: Judy J
January 6: Barb L, Gill de A
January 6: Betty D, Gillian, Gareth
January 20: Marg D, Betty D
January 20: Una, Lois, Doreen
February 3: Jennie, Barb H
February Captain: Nancy L
February 17: Shirley K, George
February 3: Shirley, Pat, Diane
March 3: Margaret and Murray
February 17: Jeannie, Liz, Margaret
March 17: Victoria and Chris
Port Hope Probus Contact: The Secretary, 10 Jeffries Street, Port Hope, Ontario, L1A 4K2
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