Probus Patter
Port Hope and District Probus Club, since 1998

Regular Meetings

Acting President's Message

March 3: Member Jack Goering
will talk on "Retracing Franklin's
First Arctic Expedition."

Contrasts, that’s what Canada is all about. The East has suffered
with many snowfalls 8 totalling approximately 93 cm. to date. In
Ontario we have had many days of below seasonal
temperatures, bright blue skies, wind chill, and a lot of snow.
However, there’s one poor soul who lives in Langley B.C. who
was in a quandary as to when he should cut the grass…
contrasts, indeed.

March 17: tba

Other Fun Things to Do
March 17: 6:30, Annual St.
Patrick's Day
Party at the
Beamish
House. Bar will
open at 5:30.
April 9'13: Washington Cherry
Blossoms Tour. $1095 including tax.
More details available. Edith would
like to know if it is of interest to
anyone.
April 21: "The Sound of Music" in
Stratford, a trip to benefit the
New Hope United Church
June 2: Spring Extravaganza
Joint Northumberland Probus
Groups meeting with Lieutenant
General, The Honourable Romeo
Dallaire (Ret'd), and past
Senator, as guest speaker.
See page 4 for more
information and a note from
Events Organizer Edith
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I was apprehensive about walking up onto the stage in the
Lion’s Hall to address the members. With the help of notes
from Paul Tait and encouragement from Robert, I was able work
out a program that I was comfortable with. I give thanks to the
kind Probus members who told me that I hadn’t been totally
hopeless.
The past month has seen notable
climate changes as the virtually snow8
free December slipped into almost
constant snowfall in January and
February. Hopefully, before long the
snow drifts, slush and ice will soon
melt away.
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We had much fun and camaraderie at the February 17 meeting.
At our Management Committee Meeting on February 3rd we
learned that there would be no speaker available for the end of
the month meeting. The Committee discussed the options
suitable to fill the time of the missing speaker. Happily for us all,
Edith Carr spoke up and made reference to previous “game
days” at earlier meetings. Almost immediately, her suggestion
was adopted, with support from Catharine Ramsey, joined by
Doreen Rossi, Liz Davidson and Lois Hueston. When the games
program began there was sometimes shouting and lots of
laughter at the horse race table, crokinole, euchre, Scrabble,
and quizzes. When the allotted hour was over, I am sure many
people would have been happy to continue.
I thank all the volunteers who worked hard to give the members
a surprise programme that was so much fun. It proves that the
participation of many volunteers, even for one8time events, will
lead to an active and enjoyable club.
Barbara
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Recent Events
February 3rd Meeting:
Joe Mullin spoke to an audience of 60
members on the Ontario Agri:Food Venture
Centre, a soon to be operational small:batch
food processing facility in Cobourg.
Joe, who has many years experience working in the food industry in
Ontario, and teaching related subjects at Loyalist College, couldn’t hide
his pleasure and excitement in being involved in this unique start:up.
OAFVC will support farmers by giving them opportunities to increase
their revenues, will help food processing companies, from start:ups to
multinationals, with research and development and small batch
processing, and will even to help foodies develop new recipes. This
concept is a first for Ontario, even for Canada. Even like facilities in
Idaho, Vermont and Ohio do do not have all the features planned for
Cobourg site
A 15,000 square foot building at Purdy Road, Colborne will soon be
operational, with over $1.4 million of installed equipment. Various
levels of government have provided over $3 million in funding. Joe
expects the first two or so years to be money losers, but then hopes to
be financially solvent, perhaps helped by some
major processing companies renting space for
confidential research and development
projects. The close involvement of Loyalist
College professors provides academic standing
and work done by their students save costs.

Liz Davidson gives Joe our
honorarium

All users must have food safety credentials or
undergo a training course on site. When asked
if members of the public, like us, could use
the facilities, Joe replied “yes”, but we would
have to attend 6 hours of training first.

At present, the OAFVC does not sell to retail, although there are plans to
partner with a nearby outlet.
Joe has let us know that he has donated the honorarium we gave him
to the Canadian Cancer Society, as he himself is a "survivor"

Canada in January
It’s winter in January, and the gentle breezes blow
Seventy miles per hour, twenty:nine below.
Oh, how I love Canada when the snow’s up to your butt,
You take a breath of winter and your nose gets frozen shut.
Yes, the weather here is wonderful, I guess I’ll hang around
I never could leave Canada, ‘Cause I’m frozen to the ground!
Submitted by Ken Scott
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Members' News:
Keith Pickett was our
feature star of the
month with his
performance in Hat’s
Off, a Gilbert and
Sullivan review, put on
by the Victorian
Operetta Society (VOS)
on Valentine’s Day. As
well as singing several
of the songs, Keith was
also Artistic Director.
“The show is a tribute to Ruth Harcourt,” said
Keith. ”She was a tireless advocate for music in
the Northumberland area and founded the VOS,
giving a voice to her love of Gilbert and Sullivan’s
musical plays.”
“Gilbert and Sullivan music is not easy to sing,” he
continued, “it doesn’t suit everyone’s voice or
interest. We had auditions for VOS members and
still had to look outside. It takes a long time to
learn the music and we had some members of
the cast who had never sung G and S before.”
Popular songs and choruses from the following
plays had us humming along (Keith said we
could): Trial by Jury, HMS Pinafore, Gondoliers,
Pirates of Penzance, Iolanthe, and Mikado.
A final word from Keith after it was all over and
he was able to catch up on his sleep. “I am
grateful for the support we received and
delighted at the feedback from the audience.
Thanks everyone.”
And thank you Keith and the rest of the cast for a
wonderful afternoon that brought back a lot of
memories.
Submitted by Pauline Carrick

Some Gentle Thoughts
The older you get, the tougher it is to
lose weight, because by then your
body and your fat have gotten to be
really good friends.....
The easiest way to find something lost around the
house is to buy a replacement...
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February 17: Games Day
The hall was filled with a happy hum and everyone
was engaged in a fun game. Instead of our usual
speaker, Program Chair Catharine Ramsey decided to
hold a Games Day where everyone would be involved.
Shutterbug Catharine took pictures and Girl Reporter
Pauline roved around getting quotes on the activities.
Here's what you said:
Joann: Woke us up.
Sheila: Excellent idea, gets us thinking.
Ken: Good membership participation. What we need.
Shirley K, Betty, Bernice, and Alan R playing crokinole,
in the midst of a busy, noisy room

Jim: Wonderful – fun.
Pauline G.: Got to talk to two people we didn’t know
before.
Gill: Game was a disaster, but conversation was fun.
Judy, winning at cribbage: This is great.
Keith: I like to win, so I won’t know if I enjoyed it till
we count it up.
George: My horse won money. In consequence I
enjoyed myself immensely.

George, Doreen, Margot, Fran, Lois, Liz and Jeanne
playing "Horse Race"

Dorothy G: I’d rather
have a speaker.
Erik and Una: Crokinole
was fun.
Kitty: I’m enjoying this.
Lynn: It was different
Elaine: Enjoyed it.

Nancy L and Betty R

Joyce: Got our brains working.
Dorothy L: lost the game: unhappy.
Owen won the game: happy
The “happies” far outnumbered the “unhappies”, so
we should consider Games Day a success.
Ken, Fraser, Jack G, Sheila, Joanne, and Margaret D
doing a "Test Your Knowledge" quiz

I was always taught to respect my elders. Now I don't have anyone to respect.
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More on Fun Things to Do...............................and Done
March 3 Meeting: Member Jack Goering "Retracing Franklin"
In 1966 and 1970, Jack and a party of fellow adventurers followed the canoe routes
travelled by then Captain Franklin, RN (later to become Sir John Franklin) in 1819F1822,
during his several expeditions to explore the Canadian North. Franklin was the first
white man to paddle down the exciting and dangerous Coppermine River. The 20th
century adventurers followed Franklin’s maps and journals and Jack will bring log books,
reports, slides and photos to illustrate his presentation.
One of Jack’s travelling companions was the late Pierre Elliot Trudeau, at that time the
parliamentary secretary to Prime Minister Pearson.

March 17: 6:30, Annual St. Patrick's Day Party at the Beamish
House. Bar will open at 5:30. Tickets are $28 for a main course, dessert and
a drink.

April 21: "The Sound of Music" in Stratford, a trip to benefit the New Hope
United Church in Welcome. $165 will give you an onboard lunch, roast beef dinner, driver
gratuity and lots of fun. Call Julie Thompson at 905F753F2250.

June 2: The 2015 Spring Extravaganza will be held at the Keeler Centre in

Colborne starting at 9 am. The Honourable Romeo Dallaire will talk about his life;
changing experiences in the genocide that was Rwanda in 1994. His
ultimate focus for the rest of his life is to “eradicate the use of child
soldiers in the world."
Five hundred or so Probians from nine clubs are expected to attend
to hear this dynamic and celebrated speaker.The cost of $35
includes morning coffee, goodies and lunch. It’s an experience you
won’t forget, seeing that many fellow club members all in one
place. Tickets are limited so our club has only been allotted 45. Those who have been
before will want to go again and those who have not had the experience should go.

From Events Organizer Edith
I am still looking for suggestions from members. At the next
meeting, I will have sheets on each table for suggestions and or
interest in any of the following events

May $ Lilac Tour to the Hamilton Botanical Gardens
May $ Classic Country, Sterling, bus, lunch & tour
June $ Westben Theatre
July and August $ 4th Line Theatre
July, August or September $ Lunch or Dinner Cruise on Stoney Lake
More information is available on any of the above.
We will have a lunch somewhere in March! If you have a choice, let me know and I will
pursue it.
I hope you will keep me posted on any interests you have. Please call me with ANY
suggestions. I, like Lily Tomlin love talking on the phone, and we can sometimes solve
something in one call rather than many e-mails!

Contact Edith at 905.885.5390 or edicar@sympatico.ca
Port Hope Probus

Betty de Long Sky Walking

Caterers: coordinated by Judy
Johnson
March Captain: Jeanne Keiser
March 3: Joann Henderson , Bryan
Sherry, Dorothy Gilmer
March 17: Fran Campbell, Elaine
Simpson. Dorothy Lent
April Captain: Cassie Lamont
April 7:

Bob Moorecroft.Lois
Hueston, Marg Tait
April 21: Betty de Long. Betty
Reynolds, Lucy Drew

We still need a host for
Apps & Drinks in March
Greeters: coordinated by Barb
Winfield
March 3: Margaret and Murray
Dillon
March 17: Victoria and Chris Terry
April 7: Marguerite Doritty and
Donna Carew
April 21: Lois Hueston, Lynn
Liddell
May 5: Joan McIntosh, Liz
Davidson
May 19: Bill and Carolyn Minion

Contact: The Secretary, 10 Jeffries Street, Port Hope, Ontario, L1A 4K2
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