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Happy 60th
Wedding Anniversary
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Your Probus Calendar
Apr. 14

Apr. 22

Apr. 26

Apr. 26

Apr. 28

Bryan & Georgina Rose

May 10

Ready to cut one of their three beautiful and
delicious cakes at our joint meeting with the
Port Hope Probus Club at the Lion’s Centre

May 12

Happy Birthday Willy

NOTE

Probus Meeting – 9:30 AM at the
Port Hope Rec. Ctr. Speaker: Tom
Taylor: Brock’s Agent & Historical
Fiction: The Lie That Tells a Truth.
Appies & Drinks – 2-5 PM at
Verne & Lois Meadows. Contact:
Marilynn Dunne #786-2549
Euchre – 1:30 PM at the Ruth
Clarke Ctr., Port Hope
Contact: Joyce Ferguson
Pub Night – 6 PM at the Beamish
House Pub, Port Hope Contact:
George Grimes #885-1594
Probus Meeting – 9:30 AM at the
Port Hope Rec. Ctr. Speaker: Our
own member Ray Williams will
entertain us with a trivia quiz.
Groups will be formed on the day.
Euchre - 1:30 PM at the Ruth
Clarke Ctr., Port Hope
Probus Meeting – 9:30 AM at the
Port Hope Rec. Ctr. Speaker: Sher
Leetooze – Nurses of WWI
Bowling will begin again in Sept.
Sign up for many of the above
events at our sign-up table

Remember, you don’t need a certain
number of friends, just a number of
friends you can be certain of.
(Author unknown)
80 ! Really!

Cornerstone
Family Violence Prevention Centre
Safe Families * Strong Communities
Our speaker on March 10th was Janelle Eisler.
Ms. Eisler has been the Resource Development
Coordinator with Cornerstone for just over three
years. Her background is in news media and
then she decided to change her career to
fundraising. Her work in the ‘not for profit’ sector
brought her from Toronto to Northumberland
County and to Cornerstone. She truly loves
working in our community and is very passionate
about this organization and its mission to break
the cycle of family violence by providing
immediate shelter, counselling and prevention
services throughout the county. The ‘Vision’ of
Cornerstone is “Together we are a community
committed to healthy respectful relationships
free from family violence.”
During our meeting Ms. Eisler provided a story
told by ‘Cheryl’ (not her real name). ‘Cheryl’ told
us her husband was addicted to cocaine and
she had to leave as he became unpredictable.
She went to a shelter with her three and five
year old children where they were safe, provided
food and shelter and counselling. This was a
very difficult adjustment for all of them but now
her youngest is finishing high school and the
oldest is in university. She now has a good job
and has remarried.
After the above presentation, Ms. Eisler told us
that, not only do they provide shelter and
support counselling but also legal counselling
and youth violence prevention programs. On
average, stays are three to six months and then
they ensure they have a safe place to go. Ages
of the women they have helped range anywhere
from 16 to 85.
Unfortunately, they cannot help everyone and
had to turn away many last year. They did
manage, for many, to provide funds to travel to
family members for shelter and safety.
This is where the rest of the community comes
in. They can’t do it alone. They need our
support. To find out more and to learn where you
can make a donation, call their office in Cobourg
at #905-372-1545 and check out their website at
www.cornerstonenorthumberland.ca

Frank Griffin with our guest speaker
Janelle Eisler

Presentation to County Council members by
the 10 Northumberland Probus Clubs on
March 16th

President Bob
making his
presentation
regarding our
Ganaraska Valley
Probus club

President Bob
with
Alan Appleby
President of the
Trent Valley
Probus Club
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* And lastly, he has changed the format of
council meetings. He put council and
committee of the whole meetings together on
one night. This is more efficient.

Joint Meeting with the
Port Hope Probus Club
Our meeting on March 24 was very entertaining. It started with introductions from
both presidents and continued with the usual
updates. We also had ‘funnies’ from our
member June Gibson and a member of the
Port Hope club, Lois Hueston. We couldn’t
have a meeting without that, now could we.
We were then treated to a much anticipated
talk (not a speech) by our mayor who started
by saying he doesn’t look back, he looks forward. He started his career as a Veterinarian
and still holds his licence but doesn’t practice
any longer. He moved here in 1973 and
established his vet practice, purchased then
restored his home (which took about four
years), has been a Rotarian, owns a lake front
property as well as several restaurants around
town. He stated that being mayor is a
wonderful position, enjoys his role and has a
great council to work with.
He then talked about several mayoral items:
* Town staff and councillors are very
supportive. He can’t lower taxes or take out
our garbage but he can arrange to repair
lights and sidewalks.
* Highlights – 1st year he put the brakes on
spending and got to know our community
better; he went from seven directors to five;
he’s operating now without a CAO (the
councillors work directly with the directors).
* Contentious issues included:
- ENTECH REM no longer a go but we need to
come up with a solution to waste management.
- Amalgamation – working on several issues,
such as taxes. A rural action group, RAG, has
been formed to work on this.
* Projects – Building, planning, etc. have been
brought to the table for discussion.
* Infrastructure – Important items include
replacement of the Barret Street Bridge
which will proceed in the near future.

He suggested we check out the town website
( www.porthope.ca) for this and much more
information. You’ll get info such as the low
level radiation cleanup, work with other
communities regarding the Metro Links
Extension (GO), updates for the Jack Burger
Sports Complex, opening of the new police
station, closure of Idea Hub, community
planning, new building to accommodate the
massive number of people moving to our area,
proposed tax increases, tourism, special
events, such as the Float Your Fanny Down
the Ganny, and so much more.

President Bob Gibson, President Barbara
Struthers of the Port Hope Probus Club and
our guest speaker, Mayor Bob Sanderson

The Lion’s Centre Hall Manager, Michelle, and
some of the other helpful, friendly staff.
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2016 Bowling Tournament

Lunch
at the Lion’s Centre

The bowling lanes were busy

A wonderful lunch, as usual, was provided by
the ladies at the Lion’s Centre

OUR BOWLERS
Henrietta, Capt. Bob, Garnet, Julie, Sharon,
Georgina, Bryan, Carolyn, Ray and Eunice

Our captain & emcee, circulating among the
guests before announcing the winners.

And the winning team is… Brighton

Captain Bob verifying Sharon’s winning ticket
for win the Share the Wealth draw of $110
The trophy
all the clubs
were playing for

4

And the Northshore Probus Club won
the other ‘infamous’ trophy.

Prizes

If My Body Was a Car!
If my body was a car, this is the time I would be
thinking about trading it in for a newer model.
I’ve got bumps and dents and scratches in my
finish and my paint job is getting a little dull…
But, that’s not the worst of it.
My headlights are out of focus, and it’s
especially hard to see things up close.
My traction is not as graceful as it once was. I
slip and slide and skid and bump into things
even in the best of weather.
My whitewalls are stained with varicose veins.
It takes me hours to reach my maximum speed.
My fuel rate burns inefficiently.
But here’s the worst of it.
Almost every time I sneeze, cough or sputter,
either my radiator leaks or my exhaust backfires.

Ladies High Triple – Sharon Rathbone
Men’s High Tripple – Paul Langevin
Ladies High Single – Jo Morra
Men’s High Single – Bill Ruttle
Team with the highest three game total –
Northumberland
Mystery score winners – Brighton, Therese
May, Eve Gorridge, Marilyn McMillian and Ted
Jex.

Interesting bowling facts
* Apparently archaeologists have discovered
relics of a form of bowling dating back to
5200 BC.
* Bowling, for a short while, was banned.
* King Edward III, in 1366, outlawed bowling
because it distracted British troops from
archery practice.
* 5 Pin bowling was invented in Toronto in
1909 and it is primarily a Canadian game.
* In fact, 5 pin bowling was recently voted
the 4th greatest Canadian invention, behind
basketball, maple syrup and Don Cherry.
* Until the turn of the century bowling was a
men only sport.
* Bowling balls were made out of wood until
the early 1900’s
* Bowling has raised over $225 million
annually for charity.
* Bowling is the number one participation
sport in America.
*And bowling is considered the best first
date ever.
And then it was over for another year. All
present appeared to have a good time with
the bowling, lunch and with meeting and
talking to other club’s members. Bowling will
start again in September and they are always
looking for more people to come out and join
in the fun.

The History of the Middle Finger:
Well, now......here's something I never knew
before, and now that I know it, I feel compelled
to send it on to my more intelligent friends in the
hope that they, too, will feel edified.
Before the Battle of Agincourt in 1415, the
French, anticipating victory over the English,
proposed to cut off the middle finger of all
captured English soldiers. Without the middle
finger it would be impossible to draw the
renowned English longbow and therefore they
would be incapable of fighting in the future. This
famous English longbow was made of the native
English Yew tree, and the act of drawing the
longbow was known as 'plucking the yew' (or
'pluck yew').
Much to the bewilderment of the French, the
English won a major upset and they began
mocking the French by waving their middle
fingers at the defeated French, saying, ‘see, we
can still pluck yew’! Since 'pluck yew' is rather
difficult to say, the difficult consonant cluster at
the beginning has gradually changed to a
labiodentalfricative 'F', and thus the words often
used in conjunction with the one-finger-salute! It
is also because of the pheasant feathers on the
arrows used with the longbow that the symbolic
gesture is known as 'giving the bird.'
And yew thought yew knew every plucking thing.
Didn't yew!!
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CONTACT INFORMATION
GANARASKA VALLEY PROBUS CLUB
EXECUTIVE 2015 – 2016

SHARE THE WEALTH WINNERs

PRESIDENT:
905.342.5777
March 10
March 24

Roger Ingram
Joan Bebee

$38.50
$49.30

(& $10 to Pat Buchan, Port Hope Probus Club)

April/May
Apr. 14
Captain:
Helpers:

Apr. 28
Captain:
Helpers:

Linda Britton
June Gibson
Carol Patterson
Anthony Skinner

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

May 26
Captain:
Helpers:

Volunteer Needed
Volunteers Needed

Susan Snider
susan.snider@hotmail.com

PAST PRESIDENT:
905.885.4309

Ray Williams
ray.williams.ca@gmail.com
Julie Rondeau
ronuph@gmail.com

ASSISTANT SECRETARY:
Lorna Turner
905.419.3145
lornaturner@rogers.com
TREASURER:
905.342.9508

Joan O’Grady
Eunice Hogg
Leslie Ewert

May 12
Captain:
Helpers:

VICE PRESIDENT:
905.885.4148

SECRETARY:
905.885.9356

CATERERS

Bob Gibson
rgibson8@gmail.com

Bruce Britton
brucebritton99@yahoo.ca

DEPUTY TREASURERS:
Joyce Ferguson
905.797.2555
joycejohnf@gmail.com
Larry Squire
905.885.1537
lsquire3@cogeco.ca

“Step Up to the Plate”

MEMBERSHIP:
905.885.6525

Mary Lycett
mlycett7@gmail.com

CATERING CHAIR:

Joan Bebee (Kitchen)

905.885.1314

Volunteers are needed to help
set up refreshments at our
meetings.

905.885.6715

No Email
Lois Meadows (Book)
allmeadows@sympatico.ca

SPEAKER PROGRAM:
Bob Kearns
905.885.2849
bobkearns@sympatico.ca

PS – Anyone and everyone
can do this!

SPEAKER PROGRAM ASST.:
Val Nippard
905.885.6732
vnippard@sympatico.ca
SPECIAL EVENTS:
905.885.0585

New Member

COMMUNICATIONS:
905.885.5724

Gary & Gail Chadwick
gchadwickg@gmail.com
Lacey Ingram
dlaceyingram@yahoo.ca

COMMUNICATIONS POSITION & ASSISTANT:
Volunteers Needed

GANARASKA CURRENTS
http://www.probusnorthumberland.com/ganaraska_news.htm

Mike McKay
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Go to this website to see our and other
Probus Clubs, newsletters.

