Newsletter of the PROBUS Club of Northumberland – February 2017 (OST #17)
Art Theft on January 12th
Who would have thought that art theft is the 3rd or 4th largest crime
in the world, accounting for about 6 Billion dollars per year?
Probus members listened intently as Sgt. Mark Collins of the OPP
in Cobourg addressed our club on the crime. Mark is one of two art
detectives in the OPP, and there are only 17 such experts in all of North
America. He recounted several famous people who were art thieves,
Hitler being described as the greatest art thief of all time. He asked,
"Why do people steal art?" Answer: Most often to get rich, but famous
pieces often stay long hidden (eg. The "Mona Lisa" once went AWOL
for 4 years, as did the "Duke of Wellington"). Apparently, the terrorist group ISIS is largely funded by stolen
art objects. Mark mentioned that often there are inadequate details of stolen personal art and he advocated
preparing/keeping descriptions including measurements of your valuable art, in case anything goes missing.
All present enjoyed this very interesting presentation.
~ Ron Sargeant
(Note: J. Mark Collins is the author of a mystery novel,"Hard Drive", set in Toronto, and he has written an
article on Adam Worth (1844-1902) who stole, "Georgiana, Duchess of Devonshire" - by Gainsborough.)

Busy Meeting on January 26th.
Following, the traditional Burns celebration, featuring the bagpipes of Bill Ruttle, a Haggis by Mary Dunphy,
and, of course, drinking Whisky, there were FOUR speakers from the OPP, on January 26th !

Vulnerable Persons Registry: Nancy Wagner, a Health Liaison Officer, and Ashley Fontaine from Victims
Services of the OPP explained this new program. They can do their job more efficiently if they know more
about the vulnerable people in our society, people with Alzheimer's disease, or the frail, or mentally ill. Forms
can be filled out at OPP offices in Cobourg or Port Hope. This information will help our police keep people safe.
Safe Winter Driving: Constables Steve Bates & Angela Ward (above), both from OPP, gave us many tips. For
example, we should have winter tires, they are much safer. Also have windshield washer fluid full, and keep
your gas tank at least half full. Adjust your driving to the road conditions, take a route you are comfortable
with, drive the side roads that are often less busy, and you will use slower speeds. More collisions and fatalities
are now caused by distracted drivers (due to cell phones, etc.) than by impaired drivers.
If you are in a collision, stay inside your car, you are safer there, and call 911. Sometimes the OPP has to close
roads for hours. Be patient, as if there is a fatality the site is considered a potential crime scene.
This presentation was both interesting and informative, even humourous at times.
~ Mary Wilson

ProBuzz in colour is online at www.probusnorthumberland.com/news/northumberland-‐news
On this same page John Draper has put a link to a new page giving access to recent photos.
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Need a Ride?

GANANOQUE GOLF GET AWAY (GGA)
The GGA is coming together nicely, thanks in part to the folks who have
responded to our request for feedback. Over 40 people have signed up to
go, so far, and some have booked their accommodation, already. If you
are interested in going on this outing in June, but are not yet on our list,
there is room for more! Just get in touch with Sue or Ron at the e-mail
addresses below or see him at meetings, to be put on the list.
The course is Smuggler's Glen <www.smugglersglen.com>.

If you need a ride to a meeting or an event, you
can phone Barry Clayton and Sue Porter at
(905) 377-‐9390. They will arrange to have you
picked up and returned.

The Lunch Bunch
Although the meeting on February 23, is cancelled
we are still going at 12 noon to "The Mill", at 990
Ontario St., in Cobourg. There, we will sit by the
fire, warm & happy, and dream of Golf, perhaps.
We'll stay at The Glen House Resort <www.glenhouseresort.com >.
Please book your accommodation no later than the end of April.

Watch this space for details of our outing to THE

Off course, for the non-golfers, there are scads (if not thousands) of
things to do in the 1000 Islands region: Kayaking, Hiking, Military + History
sites, Prisons to visit, Art Galleries, Pubs, boat tours and so on. If Canada
is too small for you, the "Excited States of America" are just across the
St. Lawrence . Don't forget your Canadian Passport if you plan to cross.

March 23rd.

RAILSIDE RESTAURANT, in Port Hope, Thursday,
Got any other ideas? Please let me know.

~ Marian Boys

Future Meetings & Speakers

Ron Swallow has prepared a detailed list of activities will be appended
to a later web version of Pro-Buzz. A limited number of printed handouts
will be availabe at future meetings. Have a look and plan your trip.

February 9 - You may wear your Saint
Valentine's gear, if you wish.

All the games have been organized for our regular Northumberland
Probus Golf Season, which will get underway on Monday, May 15th, at
Warkworth Golf Course. Details of the full season will be posted later.

February 23 - Meeting cancelled for
technical reasons.

~ Sue Tee <stee@cogeco.ca>

with

~ Michael Hanlon & George Lawrence

(Please silence your cell phone during
all presentations.)

~ Ron Swallow <barbroswallow@gmail.com>

Membership News

Speaker: Toby A. Nounced

~

Gord & Dianne Graham

We are so pleased to welcome these 4 new members to our club. Be sure to give these new members a hearty welcome
when you see them at our next meeting, and don't forget to add their contact info to your Membership List.
Sandy Upton (9503 Hutsell Rd., RR#2, Baltimore K0K 1C0, tel: 905 372-‐2364). Sandy worked in accounting/reception at
a car dealership and she loves gardening, reading and cooking. She is sponsored by Barb and George Lawrence.
Donna Longman (220 Church St., Suite 301, Cobourg K9A 3V9, tel: 289 252-‐1982). Donna, who was a secretary, loves
painting and is sponsored by Maura McGeachy and Dianne Lauder.
Alan & Florence Fletcher (98 Robert’s Row, Cobourg K9A 5R2, tel: 905 372-‐9010). Alan & Florence are volunteers with
local theatre; they enjoy travel, music, walking and activities at their church. Alan, a professional engineer and Florence, a
small business owner, are sponsored by Ron and Anne Sargent.
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SOCIAL CALENDAR

~ Mary Dunphy (289) 691-3845
“The Bodyguard” at Ed Mirvish Theatre, Toronto, a 2.00 p.m. matinee, Wednesday, April 26,
2017. The sign up sheet will still available for a wait list only at the meeting on February 9th, 2017.
All tickets have been sold, but we do need people on a wait list in case of last minute illness of a
ticket holder. At the present time, we have a short wait list, but from past experience, we have been
able to accommodate as many as 13 people from a wait list. The ticket balance is due no later
than March 1, 2017.
Call Jan Lundbohm, (905) 377-2436, if you have any questions.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Northumberland Probus Clubs Spring Time Celebration is being planned for
Tuesday, May 30th. It will be held at the Keeler Centre, 80 Division St., in Colborne,
starting at 10.00 am, and it will feature cultural activities such as Native Dancing. The
cost is $40.00 per person which includes Entertainment, Morning Coffee, a Guest
Speaker and a Full Lunch.
The special Speaker is the award-winning author of five novels, a speech writer and
political strategist, Terry Fallis (right).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Trips to the Stratford & Shaw Festivals: Jenny Herniak has reserved tickets for “Guys and Dolls”
at Stratford on July 27th, and for “For Me and my Gal” at the Shaw on August 17th. A deposit of
$ 50.00 was due immediately. Contact Jenny Herniak at (905) 372-5953.
Famous People Players special production to celebrate Canada's 150th Birthday. "A beautiful
Maple Leaf", voiced by Dan Aykroyd, comes to life and takes you on a musical journey from province
to province. The theatre group is dedicated to the integration of people who have developmental
disabilities. Trip is on Wednesday September 20th. Includes return bus transportation, lunch and
the show "Made in Canada - the Musical". If you have not seen the black puppetry show before, then
this is a “must see”. The cost is $86.00, with a deposit required of $40.00.
Snowbirds may reserve by e-mailing Jan Lundbohm at < jnlundbohm@cogeco.ca >
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
If you have Ideas for Future Trips and Events, please pass them on to ..... Mary Dunphy <mbdunphy51@gmail.com>

Northumberland Nibblers
We enjoyed a wonderful, January lunch at a new and very packed venue called the Craft Food House Restaurant,
at 201 Division St, in Cobourg. We were pleased that our newest member, Harry Knapper, was able to join us,
and further delighted to have our very dear friend, Louise Barraclough, reunite with the "Gang" once again.

The group will be meeting next at 66 King in Cobourg, on Thursday, February 16th, at 12:30 pm.
Current members have been notified by e-‐mail, already.
If you wish to join us, please call Roslynne Cooke at (905) 375-‐3518 or e-‐mail to <roslynne211@gmail.com>
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My mate Kevin had shingles.

Punctuation is so important:

Recently, Kevin walked into a doctor's office and the
receptionist asked him what he had.

An English teacher wrote on the board the words:

He said: 'Shingles.' So she wrote down his
particulars and told him to have a seat.
Fifteen minutes later a nurse's aide came out and
asked Kevin what he had and he said, 'Shingles.'
She measured him, wrote down his height and
weight, a brief medical history, and told him to wait
in room # 3. About thirty minutes after, a nurse
came in and asked Kevin what he had. 'Shingles!'
So the nurse gave Kevin a simple blood glucose test,
took his blood pressure (which was a bit high) , ran
an electrocardiogram, and then told him to take off
most of his clothes and wait for the doctor.
An hour later the doctor came in and found Kevin
sitting patiently, almost nude, and asked him what
he had. He said, 'As I told everyone else, Shingles!'
The doctor asked, 'Really? Well, where are they?'
Kevin said, 'Right, outside on my truck. Where do
you want me to unload 'em?'

If you would like to receive a PDF of ProBuzz in colour by
E-‐mail each month, just contact an Editor: Sue or Ossie.

HERMAN

by Jim Unger (1937-2013)

“A woman without her man is nothing” and he asked his
students to punctuate it correctly.
Most of the males in the class wrote:
“A woman, without her man, is nothing.”
All of the females in the class wrote:
“A woman: without her, man is nothing.”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
"If you think education is expensive, try ignorance."
—Robert Orben (and others)
The truth of this aphorism is being tested daily, all over the
world. But it's very difficult to collect the relevant data and
analyse it. Why?
Well, it's mainly due to widespread ignorance.
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Assistant: Marilyn McMillan (905) 372-9275
Webmaster: John Draper (905) 372-5839
john@cobourginternet.com
The next ProBuzz will be put out in early March.

“Everyone at work had to draw straws,
and, you guessed it, we lost."

Please send material to Sue: stee@cogeco.ca
by February 28th.

Probus Club of Northumberland, P.O. Box 491, Cobourg, Ontario K9A 4L1
http://www.probusnorthumberland.com/about-us/about-northumberland-probus-club
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