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The President’s Voice
Strangers are just friends waiting to happen.
- Rod McKuen, Looking for a Friend

Dear Probus Members,
The following is a letter received by all Probus Clubs which describes an important national
survey being done in order to collect valuable information from our aging seniors. The data
will help define the needs of our seniors, especially in the areas of health and mobility.
I encourage all members to seriously consider responding to this survey given that our senior
population is growing by leaps and bounds, most particularly in this sector of the Country.
Log onto the website link below and get started, I promise it will be a valuable use of your
time.

*************
Hello PROBUS,
My name is Melissa Roetcisoender and I am a Research Assistant at the University of
Waterloo. Under the supervision of Dr. Alexander Crizzle, we have launched a national survey
to examine the prevalence and associations of health and mobility in Canadians. I was
wondering if you would be willing to assist us in distributing this survey to PROBUS. I have
provided more information regarding the survey below and attached a letter of information,
but if you have more questions please do not hesitate to contact me.
Here is a chance to participate in a study funded by the University of Waterloo International
Research and Partnership Grant to examine the effects of health on mobility among
Canadians. The aim is to determine how health as well as physical, cognitive and social
factors influence injury rates including driving and fall related accidents. Findings from this
project will lead to program and service development that address the needs of Canadians as
they age. Follow up studies will be done in 5 year intervals to see how health, mobility,
driving practices, the environment, activity levels and cognitive function have changed.
Comparing data every 5 years will result in greater understanding of health and mobility
trends among an aging population. For additional insight findings from this study will be
compared to residents of France, who have completed the same survey. The survey is
completed through Survey Monkey. In order to participate, you must be over the age of 45.

There are 90 questions asking about your health, mobility, social demographic factors, driving,
falls and a few questions on memory, sleepiness and distraction. The survey should take
between 45 minutes to an hour to complete. You can stop, save, and return to the survey at
any time if you cannot complete it in one go. The survey is available in both English and
French.
The survey is completely confidential. Your name and any other identifying information will be
removed from the database prior to analysis. You will be referred to only by an assigned study
ID (or number). All findings from the study will be reported anonymously and secured on
password-protected computers at the University of Waterloo. You are allowed to skip
questions throughout the survey should you choose to do so or withdraw altogether by
closing your web browser without submitting your responses.
There are 5 small prizes to be won for a restaurant certificate. If you enter for a chance to win a
prize the information collected to draw for the prizes will not be linked to the study data in any
way, any identifying information will be stored separately, then destroyed after the prizes have
been provided. The amount received is taxable. It is your responsibility to report this amount
for income tax purposes.

To complete the survey in English, please click on:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/canadian_health_mobility_survey_eng

Upcoming Speakers
April
Our speaker for April will be Leisha Newton, Coordinator of the Downtown
Campbellford Revitalization Project. She will share with us the task of forming an
action plan to improve many aspects of Downtown Campbellford. Ms. Newton is
also looking for input from community members, so come and learn what is in the
works so far and take the opportunity to have your say in the planning process. We
will also have a brief presentation from Yvonne McDougall of Johnson Insurance
regarding exciting new group coverage now available to members, organized under
the auspices of Probus Canada.
May
In May, our speaker will be Marilyn Bucholtz from the Lower Trent Conservation
Authority. She will give us a brief overview of the mandate of the Conservation
Authority and will talk about various water management topics (floods, drought,
conservation) and the role of the Trent Severn Waterway. This promises to be a very
informative presentation. Don’t miss it!

SPECIAL NOTICE
PLEASE NOTIFY OUR MEMBERSHIP MANAGER, BEV MCCOMB, IF THERE
ARE ANY CHANGES OR ADDITIONS TO YOUR MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION,
i.e.,PHONE NUMBER, EMAIL ADDRESS, HOME ADDRESS ETC.

PAST SPEAKERS
February 8, 2017
Christian Jaehn-Kreibaum
Rise and Fall of the
Berlin Wall
Christian Jaehn-Kreibaum came to the February Probus meeting to speak to our members
about the Berlin wall and give us some personal insight as to what it was like in East
Germany from the time the wall was built in 1961, until it came down in 1989.
Christian was born and grew up in a small town, not far from Berlin, and was able to give us a
first-hand account of what it was like to be in East Germany at that time.
He showed us a map of Germany in 1961, and how it was divided between East and West,
with Berlin left like an island in the middle of East Germany.
1. WHY IT WAS BUILT

In the years between 1949 and 1961 about 2.5 million East Germans had fled from East to
West Germany, including a steadily rising number of skilled workers, professionals and
intellectuals.
This large emigration resulted in a “brain-drain” of East Germany and
particularly Berlin and concerned East German leaders began to put up a wall between East
and West Berlin.
2. WHEN THE WALL WENT UP

In 1961 the wall was put up overnight. Christian asked us to visualize our own main street,
to go to bed one night, only to wake up to a tangled barrier of barbed wire and concrete
blocks, guarded by soldiers who had orders to shoot to kill anyone who tried to cross. When
completed the wall was 155 km long and completely enclosed the western section of Berlin.
Over time, East German officials replaced the makeshift wall with one that was sturdier and
more difficult to scale.
3. ESCAPE ATTEMPTS

Behind the wall on the East German side was a so-called “Death Strip”, with patrolling
soldiers who had orders to shoot escapees on sight. In all, at least 171 people were killed
trying to get over, under or around the Berlin Wall. Escape from East Germany was not
impossible, however. From 1961 until the wall came down in 1989, more than 5,000 East
Germans (including some 600 border guards) managed to cross the border whatever way
they could, even in one instance using a hot air balloon.

4. HOW THE WALL CAME DOWN

On November 9, 1989, as the Cold War began to thaw across Eastern Europe, the spokesman
for East Berlin’s Communist Party announced a change in his city’s relations with the West.
Starting at midnight that day, he said, citizens of the German Democratic Republic were free to
cross the country’s borders. More than 2 million people from East Berlin visited West Berlin
that weekend to participate in a celebration that was, one journalist wrote, “the greatest street
party in the history of the world.”
The reunification of East and West Germany was made official on October 3, 1990, almost one
year after the fall of the Berlin Wall.
Christian was thanked by member Anne Linton for the interesting and insightful presentation..

March 8, 2017
Timmy Boyle
It was last November when three semi-glamorous members
of the Probus Club, decided to do some Christmas shopping
Timmy Boyle with two vivacious
in the lovely village of Stirling. Ladened down with parcels,
Probus members
they were walking along the main street when they spotted
what, at first, looked like a statue of Adonis - motionless, and
with beautifully chiselled features. As they approached, the statue came to life and spoke,
inviting them into the shop behind him.
They entered and found themselves reeling in the scented surroundings - amid shelves of
oils, salts, candles, soaps — What did this gorgeous man have in mind??? They looked at
each other and began to explore the possibilities, when one of them discovered a discreetly
placed card on the counter. They seized upon it and began to ask many in-depth questions!
•
•
•
•
•

THE CARD SAYS HE IS TIMMY BOYLE - IS THAT TRUE?
IT SAYS HE IS A COMEDIAN - JUST HOW FUNNY?
IS HE AVAILABLE IN MARCH?
CAN HE ENTERTAIN OUR CLUB?
HOW MUCH?

So many questions - so little time!

But Timmy met all our criteria and did entertain our Club on March 8th. His humour was
delightfully funny and self deprecating. He expressed his distain for his youthful chickenlegs and Speedos in general - (perhaps they didn’t go well together). He flirted flagrantly
with a woman in the front row, who probably wished she had sat under the table. He told us
how, as a young Grade 8 student that he had been scorned by his first love, who later took
his heart, ripped it from his chest and threw it away. He also mentioned that she is now his
wife.
Before closing, Timmy, the self-proclaimed “Magnet de Chick”, brought our attention to his
book “Inside Timmy’s Mind”, which this editor heartily endorses as a way of bringing laughter
and cheer to many dull, early spring, afternoons.
If you missed this meeting - bad on you!—————-but, you can visit his website to see
what you missed———timmyboyle@upstandingcomedy.ca

Special Interests
Book Club - Probus Book Club presently has 5 members. For great discussion,
inspiration and input (as well as lots of laughs)-we should have 2 or3 more people.We meet
the 3rd Tuesday of every month at my home in Campbellford--1:30 pm If you are interested
please speak to Joan Brown , Janet Hossack or me. Come join us! Maureen Dikun—
705-653-3182
Scotch Tasting - The next Probus Single Malt Scotch Tasting will be Thursday April 20,
2017. We will be meeting in the upstairs room at Capers Restaurant at 11:30. We will have
our lunch first, from one of Ron's delicious luncheon specials, with the tasting to follow
immediately after. The cost of the tasting is $20 pp, and the members are also responsible
for their lunch. We will be tasting three single malts that I have chosen, and one of these will
surprise you.......but not disappoint you! This will be a blind tasting, so I will not be disclosing
what we are tasting until the end. This has proven to be a fun format in the past, so I look
forward to pouring from the brown bags again! We welcome new members to join us, as well
as any members who have been tempted to try a Scotch tasting for a while, but just have not
made it to one. This is fun day, so come with a friend or bring your spouse. All are welcome,
including non-members. This is also a good way to meet and socialize with other
Probus members. To be fair to all, members will get priority on the sign up sheet, should it be
over filled. The sign up sheet will be at the next Probus meeting on April 12th in the events
area, or you can either e-mail, or phone myself or Bob Bennett, and we will be sure to put you
on the list gareid@sympatico.ca 705 653-2474 or 2gudalways@gmail.com 705 653-1180

Photography Club - The Probus Photo Group will be meeting April 29 at 10 a.m. at 2525
8th Line East. New members are welcome. Topics for discussion include free or inexpensive
software, field trips this spring. Photo group members and others are also encouraged to visit
the SPARK photo festival venues in Campbellford and Warkworth some time before this
meeting. See the April meeting reminder for more details on the SPARK photo festival. Tony
Crocker photo@tcrocker.ca (705) 653 1100

Upcoming Probus Events
The Northumberland Probus Clubs
are pleased to announce the

2017 "Spring Celebration"
Place: The Keeler Centre - Colbourne
Date: - May 30, 2017
Price: - $40.00 per person
Guest Speaker will be Canadian author
TERRY FALLIS
Entertainment - Native "Classical & Hoop Dancers"

A buffet lunch will be served.

Tickets now available at the Events table
PLEASE NOTE
We also need some volunteers for this Event to help with
registration, to sell Share the Wealth tickets, and to help with the decorations.
(This committee is headed up by a professional stager).
The volunteers are needed on May 30 from 9am-10am (registration & share the
wealth) and decorating will involve a meeting or 2 in April/May with the actual
decorating done on May 29.

MORE EVENTS

PERTH ONTARIO

Best Western Cobourg Inn

FRIDAY JUNE 23,
2017
$85.00 per person

Dinner Theater - "Forever Plaid

SHOW STARTS
AT 2:00 PM

"

April 28, 2017
Dinner 6 PM — Show 8 PM

$52.00 Per Person

Sign up now!
Don't miss out on this one!
Bus leaves at 9 AM
from Canadian Tire Parking Lot

Join in the fun
This day outing should be one to remember
A bus trip along some of the most scenic parts of the
TransCanada Highway

Forever Plaid is a deliciously fun
filled revue, chock-full of classic
quartet harmonies, pitch-perfect
melodies and charmingly outlandish
choreography.

An outstanding theatre production

THIS IS A DRIVE-YOURSELF EVENT

Lunch and shopping in the beautiful
town of Perth, Ontario.

THIS EVENT ALWAYS FILLS
UP FAST.

Waves of Broadway
Price:
$42.00
All aboard for favourite Broadway “Water Music”
including hits from Show Boat, South Pacific and
more!
With Donna Bennett, Gabrielle Prata, Colin
Ainsworth, Robert Longo and Brian Finley.

Sign up TODAY!

*This special price is available to our Club if
we fill 30 seats for this performance,
otherwise, the price is $52.00 per person.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

New members, Donna Adam, Molly and Ray Clarke, Jim
Milne,Donna Peeling and Darlene Brown were welcomed to the
Club by President Judith Pearce.
Photo courtesy Tony Crocker

Members of your
Management Committee
Judy Pearce- President
Sheila Wood - Vice President and Program Manager
Alan Appleby - Past President
Norah McGowan - Secretary
Steve Wood - Treasurer
Denise Kelsey - Communications Manager
Marion Baker - Events and Special Interests Manager
Bev McComb - Membership Manager
Jim Connor - Meeting Manager
Newsletter Editor - Anne Linton
Email: trenthills@probusnorthumberland.com
Web address: www.probusnorthumberland.com
Postal address: P.O. Box 1314
Campbellford, ON
K0L 1L0

