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When the nine Probus Clubs in Northumberland first began planning for the Extravaganza in the summer of
2014, the Probus Club of Trent Hills was really not in a position to take part. We were involved in getting our
club through it’s first year of operation, and were busy planning for our first AGM that October. We did
however keep track of the plans through the minutes and agendas sent to us by the Committee Chair,
Brenda Moore of the Northshore Club.
Members from each of the Northumberland Clubs were on the Committee.They had a few meetings in order
to lay out the basic plans and delegate responsibility for each segment. After a winter hiatus (most members
of the committee being in Florida), work was started again in March and that’s is when Trent Hills became
involved.
Art and Anne went to several meetings leading up to the day itself and it was quite an experience. We both
became very enthused when the Speaker, Romeo Dallaire, was confirmed. We knew then there would be
no trouble filling the Keeler Centre arena - and we did! Nearly 500 members and guests attended. 80 tickets
were sold by our club alone.
It was a thrill to see Romeo Dallaire enter the arena early and involve himself
with the members who quickly surrounded him. He answered questions
and generously posed for pictures. The meeting was called to order by Ray
Williams, President of the Ganaraska Club, and Romeo Dallaire was
introduced by Ian Douglas, President of the Brighton Club. Ian told us of the
legendary Canadian General who was called on to serve as force commander
of the UN Assistance Mission for Rwanda. He believed his assignment was to
help two warring parties to achieve the peace they both wanted. Instead, he
was exposed to a barbaric civil war which culminated in the genocide of more
that eight hundred thousand Rwandans.
Former Senator, Lieutenant-General Romeo Dallaire then took the podium. It
did not take long for the General to get to his topic - the child soldier. These
children as young as 5 years old are recruited and groomed by adults into
cheap and plentiful low tech soldiers. They are taught to hate and to fight and they are very expendable. However, he pointed out, that they may fight
like soldiers, but they die like little children.
He said that we have entered an age where children are used deliberately as a combat tactic with strategic
advantages. The use of children as weapons of war must be recognized as a security concern with lasting
implications for peace and stability. He emphasized the fact that young people are being recruited right here
in Canada. He also made it clear that this is one of the most urgent and important issues of our time.
When he was finished speaking, General Dallaire received a resounding standing ovation. He then took a
few questions from members and joined us for lunch afterwards.
The Extravaganza is a perfect opportunity for the Northumberland group of Probus clubs to meet and get
acquainted. At the committee level it was good to share information and concerns. The next one is planned
for late Spring 2017 and the planning will start in the summer of 2016. The goal is to involve club
vice presidents to sit on the planning committee.
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Thanks to all Trent Hills Probus members and guests who
took the time to attend this event. Everyone seemed to enjoy
themselves and our guest speaker Romeo Dallaire was
incredible. It is hoped that you like the pictures provided
here and they become the keepsake of an incredible
experience. - Ed
Photos - Tony Crocker and Anne Linton

d Coming Events - July d
NEW EVENT JULY 8, 2015
FOLLOWING OUR REGULAR
JULY MEETING
WE WILL DRIVE TO
RICE LAKE (DIRECTIONS WILL BE PROVIDED)
AND HAVE
LUNCH AT THE BEAUTIFUL
VICTORIA INN (AROUND 1:00 PM)
(You are responsible for your own lunch payment)

FOLLOWED BY A TOUR OF THE
HARWOOD FISH
CULTURE STATION

The station is located on County Road 18 in Harwood and anyone interested in

seeing how brooding stock create eggs that turn into fry and fingerlings, helping
to stock the area's recreational fishery each year.
The self-guided interpretation centre is primarily on the second floor with an
observation deck over an area of enormous fish tanks on the first floor where
Ministry of Natural Resources workers feed the growing fish and, as required,
move them to tanks with similar, larger-sized, fish.
The species raised here include lake, rainbow and brown trout, as well as the
ongoing "huge project" of re-introducing Atlantic salmon.
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WHERE: ! 4TH LINE THEATRE
!
!
779 ZION LINE,
!
!
MILLBROOK, ON
WHEN:!
!
!
!
!

JULY 16, 2015
SEATING 5:30 P.M.
BEGINS AT 6 P.M.

PRICE:! $32.00 pp
Non Refundable

THIS IS A DRIVE YOURSELF EVENT, DIRECTIONS TO THE THEATRE
WILL BE PROVIDED.
A PICNIC LUNCH FOR $13.00 MAY BE PURCHASED FOR PICK UP AT
THE THEATRE PRIOR TO PERFORMANCE BY CALLING THE BOX
OFFICE WELL IN ADVANCE AT: 1 705 932-4445
OR BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH.

h

SPEAKER FOR OUR JUNE MEETING

THANH CAMPBELL

h

Members present at our June meeting, along with guests from the
neighbouring Probus clubs of Brighton, Northumberland, and North Shore,
were treated to a very moving and fascinating presentation by Thanh
Campbell.
Thanh, born in Vietnam in 1973, was air lifted from a Vietnamese
orphanage in 1975 as part of Operation Baby Lift. Thanh recounted
harrowing details of the mad dash from the orphanage to the waiting
Canadian Hercules C-130 on the airstrip in Saigon. Babies were loaded
into orange crates and banana boxes for the flight. A hasty takeoff was
followed by bullets and missiles attempting to stop them. The flight – the
last to leave Saigon – landed safely in Hong Kong, where the children were
vaccinated and cared for overnight before being put on an Air Canada
flight to Vancouver, with passengers being given babies to care for during
the trip. The children were then flown to Toronto, where they were housed and tended until they
were adopted by Canadian families.
Thanh was adopted by the Campbell family from southwestern Ontario. He told of a happy
childhood and adolescence, growing up in “the most wonderful country in the world” with so many
opportunities and privileges. By sheer chance, after 30 years, Thanh, who was doing public speaking
engagements about his story, was contacted by someone who had been on the same plane. After a
lot of effort, they located 42 of the 57 orphans and organized a reunion, which was covered by the
Toronto Star. The article was seen by a journalist from Ho Chi Minh City who reported it in a local
newspaper. Shortly after, she was contacted by a Vietnamese family who had been searching for
their missing son for over 30 years. Despite Thanh’s initial skepticism, names and documents were
compared and DNA testing in 2007 confirmed that this was indeed Thanh’s birth family. A phone
call was facilitated by a translator in which Thanh spoke to his father and two brothers for the first
time, learning much about the circumstances surrounding his ”rescue”, and also learning that his
mother had passed away in 1987, still hoping to find her son.
In 2009, Thanh, along with his wife and their four
children, travelled to Vietnam to visit his Vietnamese
family. Thanh showed a very moving video account of
their trip which left many Probus members with tears
in their eyes. Thanh has authored a book, entitled
Orphan 32, which fleshes out many details of this
amazing story. Thanh was beautifully thanked by
Probus member, Skye Morrison, for his message of
faith and hope which was truly an inspiration to all
who enjoyed this very special speaker.
Article submitted by Sheila Wood **** Photos - Tony Crocker

More
Aquarium  Pictures
for  your  viewing  pleasure
sent by Piet Goemans

**Notice - Probus Mystery Book Club**
The Probus Mystery Book Club is a wonderful place to meet new people, learn about mystery authors and
discuss what makes mystery books so intriguing
The Book Club is taking the summer off but will resume on October 14 at 1pm. We meet in the upstairs meeting
room at the Campbellford Public Library.
We have chosen the following authors for the fall. It is best to read the books in chronological order as the
characters develop over time.
- October – James Patterson – The Women’s Murder Club series
- November – John Sandford – The Prey Series
- December – Peter Robinson – Inspector Banks series
If you are interested in attending or have any questions, contact Joan McCulloch
joanmcculloch40@gmail.com

Members of your Management Committee
Art Linton- President
Alan Appleby - Vice President and Program Manager
Bill Hogle - Past President
Diane Williamson - Secretary
Steve Wood - Treasurer
Jim Kelleher - Communications Manager
Anne Linton -Events and Special Interests Manager
and Newsletter Editor
Brian Muir - Membership Manager
Jerry Hazlitt - Meeting Manager
Email: trenthillsprobus@gmail.com
Web address: www.probusnorthumberland.com
Postal address: P.O. Box 1314
Campbellford, ON
K0L 1L0

