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The President’s Voice
The ornament of a house is the friends who frequent it.
Ralph Waldo Emerson
Art Linton - President

I am so pleased that we have Tom Terentiew in charge of our special interest - Lake Ontario Fishing
Charters. Fishing season is upon us and I thought I would share some personal thoughts on the
sport.
When you live in Campbellford you can’t help being introduced to fishing at an early age.
When I was about 5 years old, I had my first fishing experience. I went out with my aunt Helen and
uncle Charlie, in an old Peterborough boat, that had what was called a disappearing propellor. The
boat was pointed at both ends and was steered by a rope attached to the rudder. They gave me a
troll line ( a large cork with a line wrapped around it) to fish with. If the line caught on bottom, you
could just throw it into the water and retrieve it later - the cork kept it afloat. I was so disappointed that
I didn't catch any fish. They finally told me that they didn't put any hooks on the plug for fear of my
hurting myself - small consolation to a 5 year old.
When I was a little older I was allowed to have a hook on my line and fish from the dock. I caught my
first fish, a rock bass. From that moment both the fish and I were hooked.
Throughout my younger years I tried my hand at many types of fishing, enjoyed stream fishing for
trout, trolling for muskies and everything in between, but it was much later in life when I was
introduced, by an elderly neighbour, to fly fishing. He showed my how to tie flies and cast with a fly
rod. He was very adept, I was not, but it didn't keep me from trying.
My brother-in-law, John, who was an even more ardent fisherman that I was, got both Anne and I into
fishing with down riggers on the big lakes, Huron and Michigan. We fished for salmon and caught
many in the 16 to 25 pound range. We invested in a smoker and treated all our Toronto neighbours
and friends at dinner parties, to our delicious smoked salmon - it doesn't get any better than that.
John also had many fishing stories, this one being a prime example:
After a day fishing on Lake Michigan, a fisherman is walking from the pier carrying two brown trout in
a bucket. He is approached by a Conservation Officer who asks him for his fishing license. The
fisherman says to the warden, "I was not fishing and I did not catch these browns, they are my pets.
Every day I come down to the water and dump these fish into the water and take them for a walk to
the end of the pier and back. When I'm ready to go I whistle and they jump back into the bucket and
we go home. The officer not believing him, reminds him that it is illegal to fish without a license. The
fisherman turns to the warden and says, "If you don't believe me then watch," as he
throws the trout back into the water. The warden says, "Now whistle to your fish and
show me that they will jump out of the water and into the bucket." The fisherman turns
to the officer and says, "What fish?"
As no man is born an artist, so no man is born an angler.”
― Izaak Walton, the Compleat Angler

Probus Members
Bob and Ann Bennett

Ann and Bob were born in Campbellford and attended kindergarten together. An early start to a
life-long relationship! During the war years, Ann’s family moved to Ottawa where her father served
with the RCAF. In the early fifties, Ann’s trips back to the family cottage at Bradley Bay provided
an opportunity for Ann and Bob to reunite and marriage soon ensued.
Raising their three daughters, Susan, Catherine and Janet, was a full time job which kept Ann
busy. First in Campbellford, then in Kingston, then Sault Ste. Marie and finally, Sudbury. A
kindergarten specialist, Ann taught in Toronto and Campbellford. Throughout her children’s
growing years, she coached high school curling, was active in the Girl Guide Association including
achieving Commissioner level and volunteering at the Sudbury Memorial Hospital. For her
dedicated service, she was awarded a Life Membership in the Ontario Hospital Association.
Bob spent his early business career in the family furniture and funeral business, partnering with
his father, A. D. and his brother Don. In 1952, it was not uncommon in those days to combine a
retail furniture business with a funeral home. In 1965, the Bennett’s sold the funeral business to
the Weaver family. Bob then joined Canadian Tire as a Dealer. His first store was located in
Kingston, then in Sault Ste Marie and finally in Sudbury. Over his 25 year career he served as a
Director of CTC Dealer Holdings, a Director of the Canadian Automobile Association (North and
East division) and as a Director of the Canadian Retail Hardware Association.
Following retirement from CTC, Ann and Bob returned to Campbellford where they continue to
enjoy making new friends, renewing long -time friendships and being close to family. Their six
grandchildren take every opportunity possible to visit ‘Nana and Boppa’. It would seem that after
sixty-one years of more or less wedded bliss, Campbellford still provides a powerful attraction to
one’s roots.
One of the greatest enjoyments for Ann, Bob and their family, has been owning a cottage close to
wherever they lived. Over the years, summer retreat locations have included Bradley Bay, St.
Joseph Island (near Sault Ste. Marie), Bruce Mines and McGregor Bay (Georgian Bay- Manitoulin
Island district). These provided the ideal opportunity for Bob to pursue his favorite pastime –
sailing!
Bob is a founding member of the Probus Club of Trent Hills and is extremely enthusiastic about all
its activities and camaraderie. He is constantly and consistently in awe of the enthusiasm of the
members of the Management Committee and the willingness of all club members to assume
leadership roles.

Probus Members, Bob and Ann Bennett (con’t)
Editor’s Note: Bob Bennett is being far too modest! It was Bob’s initiative to explore the possibility of a Probus Club in
Trent Hills. He was the one who made the first contacts and assembled the Steering Committee that began researching
and then organizing all aspects of the Club up to our first Information Meeting in September of 2013.
He was chair of that committee and worked long, hard hours with them in shaping and reshaping our Constitution and
Bylaws - all with the full support of his extremely patient wife and life partner Ann. Thank you Bob, we all are benefiting
from your hard work and your foresight.

NON PROBUS EVENTS
ANNOUNCEMENT POLICY
(Revised)
In Memorium

Paul Simpson

Our deepest sympathies to
member Shirley Simpson
on the loss of her spouse,
Paul.

PURPOSE: From time to time at regular monthly
meetings, a member may wish to advertise or
otherwise promote a non PROBUS community event
which they believe would be of interest to those
present. This policy is to provide a framework for
delivering such messages.
PROCESS:
1) Members wishing to promote an event should
forward the announcement via email to the Events
Manager prior to the next regular meeting for approval
and addition to the events manager’s agenda.
2) A copy of the email, or paper copy of the
announcement will be placed on the Community
Bulletin board. Flyers for such events must be left
on the Community Board table and not distributed
to members directly.
3)The Events Manager will then make a brief
announcement from the podium, directing those
interested to the bulletin board at coffee break where
the promoting member will be available to answer
questions.
4) Sales of non Probus items are not allowed at our
meetings except by prior consent of the Management
Committee.

APRIL 8
SANDRA
JOHNSON

In 1987, Sandra Johnson and her husband, Paul,
decided they wanted to change their busy Toronto
lifestyle, so they quit their jobs, sold their home and bought a 44
foot, 40,000 pound sailboat. Thus began an incredible, 24 year-long adventure
which Sandra has recounted in her two books, “The World Is My Oyster” and “The
Quarterdeck Chronicles”. Sandra presented a wonderful travelogue illustrated with
photos highlighting some of her more memorable experiences while sailing around the
world.
Sandra recounted many challenges faced on their journey ranging from the logistics of
planning, outfitting and provisioning everything from equipment to food.
Other
challenges included weather events - cyclones in Pago Pago and Fiji, hurricanes near the
Canary Islands and Portugal; dealing with sharks making fishing impossible and rats
chewing the wires on the GPS and radar system; piracy in the Gulf of Aden; murder in
French Polynesia involving the CIA and MI5; hitting a reef and putting a hole in the hull
as well as “being seasick for 24 years”. What courage from a couple who “had never
sailed before”!
Sandra also shared some of the beautiful sights encountered on the journey. She and
Paul saw Mayan ruins; “George”, the giant tortoise and last of his species on the
Galapagos Islands; colourful Buddhist temples and rice paddies in Indonesia; temples
and tombs in Luxor; crusader castles and hills smelling of oregano in Cypress, Turkey
and Rhodes; monasteries on the Isle of Capri; Moslem temples in Alhambra, rock tunnels
and Barbary Apes in Granada, Spain; as well as beautiful scenery in Australia. Sandra
recounted having “all the comforts of home” on board and using a 10 foot dinghy as “the
family car”. They didn’t plan their circumnavigation - “it just happened” during the 24
years of life aboard ship.
Members totally enjoyed Sandra’s enthralling presentation and asked many interesting
questions. Her books were highly recommended by members who had read them. How
fortunate we are to have such courageous adventurers living in Campbellford!
Sandra was thanked by by member Dave MacDougall - no stranger to sailing himself!
Photo - Tony Crocker

Submitted by Sheila Wood

May 13, 2015
Carol Robertson
Friends of Ferris Provincial
Park
Our speaker for May was Carol Robertson, Vice-President
of the Friends of Ferris Provincial Park. Members were
treated to an informative and enthusiastic overview of the
park and of the “Friends of Ferris”. Carol created a new
presentation for our members, calling it her CHIT chat,
encompassing Camping, Heritage, Information and Trails
at Ferris.
Camping was described as the “bread and butter” of Ferris, as for all
provincial parks. Ferris boasts 163 campsites, 20 of which have electrical service. There is
a children’s playground, beach volleyball and excellent fishing in the park. Ferris also has a
barrier-free campsite to make the area accessible to people with mobility issues.
The heritage of Ferris is celebrated with a number of plaques strategically located
throughout the park. Plaques with information about the Ferris family, as well as two other
families with foundations within the park, provide visitors with interesting insights into
years gone by. One outstanding feature of Ferris is, of course, the dry stone wall. The park
has been conducting dry stone wall workshops since 2009 in partnership with Ontario
Parks, the Friends of Ferris and the Dry Stone Wall Association of Ontario.
Carol presented interesting information for naturalists and kudos to local service groups
who have supported improvements in the park. Events at the park include an annual kite
day in the spring and a fungi walk in the fall, as well as the dry stone wall restoration and
demonstration workshops. There are also weekly guided walks every Tuesday.
There is an extensive trail system in the park, encompassing a variety of environments,
including Ranney Falls, the gorge, meadowlands and the drumlin trail system. There are
four drumlins, mounds left by glaciers, within the park. There is also an all-terrain
wheelchair, made possible with a grant from the Campbellford – Seymour Foundation,
available from the gatehouse.
Carol provided us with inspiration to explore Ferris Provincial Park and to get involved with
the Friends of Ferris. She provided information guides and newsletters for interested
members, as well as an invitation to participate in a guided walk in the afternoon following
our meeting. As a community, we are truly fortunate to have this amazing resource at our
doorstep.
Carol was thanked by member Fred Ellis, who is very familiar with Ferris Park and it’s
devoted Friends!
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Ripley’s Aquarium
Since this trip to the Aquarium and Hot House Restaurant in Toronto was such a success, it is
enough to let the pictures tell the story!

Photos submitted by Tony Crocker and Art Linton

Ferris Provincial Park- “Wildflower Walk”
A small group of intrepid Probians lunched at the Riverview Restaurant after our May meeting and then
joined our speaker, Carol Robertson, for a delightful two hour guided walk of Ferris Provincial Park.
We were led through many of the areas Carol had mentioned in her presentation. We enjoyed a
beautiful spring afternoon and the delights mother nature has to offer. Carol highlighted interesting
areas of the park, including trails, campgrounds, the playground and boat launch, commemorative and
interpretive plaques and the beautiful dry stone wall. Carol described some the challenges of
conserving and restoring the wall. We were also introduced to some of the natural wonders of the
park: a variety of birds, wildflowers, trees and topographical features. One of our members even got to
try out the all-terrain wheelchair! All in all, a wonder-filled afternoon! Thank you, Carol!
Photos and Article submitted by Sheila Wood

Single Malt Scotch Tasting Events
I would like to thank all those who participated in the May 14th Single Malt Scotch
Tasting held at Capers Restaurant. We were treated to the usual great luncheon
selections before the tasting, by owner Ron Csenar. The luncheon prior to the tasting
has proven to be a good social event where new people can be introduced to other
members in a friendly, casual atmosphere. The three single malts tasted last week
were all from Speyside, pitting neighbour against neighbour for distilling honours! The Glenlivet 15
French Oak Reserve took the ribbon in the end, over the Aberlour 12 Double Cask Matured and the
Mortlach Rare Old. It is pleasing to have participation by some of our lady members at the tastings,
adding some diversity to the group, and astute tasters. I will not be hosting any tastings again until the
fall due to the fact that many people are busy or away on vacations, etc. I will post a notice of an
upcoming tasting well in advance. If you are a new member, or just haven’t got around to trying a
Single Malt Scotch Tasting, I hope you will join us in the fall. I will continue to source varied and quality
single malts from all of the Distillery Regions of Scotland in an effort to give our members a true taste of
all Scotland has to offer in Single Malt Scotch Whisky. Thank you to all those who have participated in
any of our first six tasting events, and I hope to see you all then! If you have any questions regarding
the tastings, don’t hesitate to contact me via e-mail.
Gord Reid gareid@sympatico.ca

Probus Member Gets Red Carpet
Treatment
Shown at left is Probus member and local celebrity
Alan Appleby in all his sartorial splendor - Who are
you wearing Alan???
Our intrepid photographer snapped this rare pic of
Alan shortly after announcements were made for the
Civic Awards, held this year at the auspicious Island
Park edifice.
Many fans were disappointed this year that Alan’s
favorite Non Profit Organization failed to grasp the
coveted “Civvie” away from the competing nominees,
and yet defeat does not show on that smiling face.
Alan was very busy giving interviews to the
paparazzi, shaking hands and patting backs. This
writer knows that he will be back next year more
determined than ever to hold the winning prize! Bon
Chance Alan!
He does tread that carpet with flair!
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