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Our General Meetings are cancelled until further notice

Presidents Message
Another COVID month and we have moved into Stage 3!
What does this mean for PROBUS Presquile?
Well, it looks like we will not be having our AGM in September, although Stage 3 allows us to
meet with 50 people the practical side of that means that the town has to open up the King
Edward Centre, which will be limited to 50 people all practising social distancing, hygiene,
etc. and then who will want to come to a large gathering without having had a vaccine!
So instead of an AGM your Management & Nominating Committees will move ahead in
these unusual times as follows:
Nominating Committee
Normally at the AGM, we approve and install the new Management Committee but in these
unusual times we will open up the nominations through this newsletter.
All Management Committee positions are open for nominations except for the President &
Past President. We need new blood. Every year we say this so please consider nominating
yourself or another member.
Later in this newsletter, our Nominating Committee Chair, Jean Finkle, has published a list of
the Management Committee positions after she canvassed the incumbents to see who
would be interested in being nominated again. As always all these positions are open for
additional nominations, so please consider putting your name forward.

Management Committee
After the nomination closing date of August 10th, the Management Committee will meet on
August 21st to vote and finalize the members of the 2020/2021 Management Committee.
As we will not be having an AGM in September this process will replace the AGM vote.
The new members of the Management Committee will then be published in the September
newsletter so they can start their new roles on the third Wednesday of September which is
the traditional date for our AGM.
Special Interest Groups
And now for some good news:
PROBUS Presqu’ile Special Interest Groups can start up again subject to the guidance
given by both the Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge District Health Unit and the Province of
Ontario.
Jamie Doolittle, PROBUS Canada President sent me an email a few days ago in which he
clarified our club’s liability as follows:
“All Clubs in our District are now in Stage 3 of our Provincial Guidelines for social activities
and gatherings during this period of the COVID-19 Pandemic. This includes groups of up to
50 people indoors and 100 people outdoors. These groups must, of course, still follow the
rules for social distancing, hygiene etc..
All PROBUS Clubs are autonomous and each Club, under the leadership of its President
and Management Committee, will decide how their Club proceeds during this Stage.
Recently, I consulted with Andy McInnis our HUB International representative for our
Liability Insurance Policies.
Given that we are now in Stage 3 in our parts of Ontario it seems that PROBUS Clubs are
now in a position where they can re-introduce activities such as golf, walking, biking etc..
under the PROBUS umbrella.
When I asked him " if an individual contracts COVID-19, can the executive of the Club
holding one of these events be sued? " Mr. McInnis' response was the following in general:
Our General Liability Insurance coverage has no specific exclusions in it. If an individual did
contract the disease, it would be extremely difficult to prove where they got it and to prove

PROBUS negligence was at fault. That being said, our Insurance would be used to defend
PROBUS CANADA or an individual Club or its officers.
Mr. McInnis also pointed out the need for social distancing inside or outside and he
emphasized the importance of dis-infecting chairs, door handles, tables and any other items
that were contacted by individuals. Caution continues to be the key to what any of us are
doing.”
So for those Special Interest Groups that would like to get together again, we still need to
follow the guidance given by both the Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge District Health Unit
and the Province of Ontario.

On another note, I recently received another letter from Mum. In it she relayed a conversation
she had with Dad when he was asked how he felt about getting older and this what he told her:
Well, now that I'm older here's what I've discovered:
I started out with nothing, and I still have most of it.
My wild oats have turned into prunes and all-bran.
I finally got my head together, and now my body is falling apart.
Then if all is not lost, where is it?
It is easier to get older than it is to get wiser.
Some days, you're the dog; some days you're the hydrant.
I wish the buck stopped here; I sure could use a few.
Kids in the back seat cause accidents but there again accidents in the back seat cause kids.
It's hard to make a comeback when you haven't been anywhere.
The only time the world beats a path to your door is when you're in the bathroom.
These days, I spend a lot of time thinking about the hereafter. I go somewhere to get
something, and then wonder what I'm hereafter.
Funny, I don't remember being absent-minded.
HAVE I MENTIONED THESE TO YOU BEFORE...?
Best wishes for a cooler August!

John

Bob Burke

August 1st

Len Williams

August 15th

Marie Disney

August 3rd

Judy Duncalfe

August 16th

Doug Hall

August 4th

Evelyn Turner

August 18th

Brenda Hompus

August 7th

Gord Simpson

August 22nd

Agnes Antczak

August 15th

Laetitia de Witt

August 24th

Bob Collins

August 15th

Suzanne Bruyea

August 30th

Rose Massey sent me some pictures of her new Co-Vid hobby to share with you.
She has been collecting rocks and painting mandalas on them. She then painted a small
round table, and a couple of flower
pots.
She has been leaving some of these
rocks in neighbouring gardens.
Being a keen cub reporter I asked her
for some background and this is what
she sent me back.
“Peter, I’m just a beginner but I do love
the calming effect painting these have.
I use Crafters Acrylic paint, bought at
our local dollar store, the rocks are
from the river side...usually find them
around Wicklow area, and I’ve used
anything from toothpicks to small bottle
caps to make the perfect circle.

Circles in Circles

I originally saw this idea on a Facebook page, thought “ I can do this “. I
watched one YouTube video then just let my creativity flow. Plus I wanted to
secretly place these in my neighbors gardens for them to find....funny story,
one neighbor was unsure of what it was and used a stick to turn it over,
thinking it may have been some kind a turtle or large bug. I recently did part
of an old dresser in mandala. A relaxing, calming activity anyone can do, I’ve
even gotten my grandkids in on it. Thanks for you interest and I hope others
find it a good way to fill in time as our world normalizes.”

Busy Bee our Rose

Her Favourite

The secret of life is honesty and fair dealing.
If you can fake that you've got it made.

Groucho Marx

Here is a lovely recipe from Suzanne Bruyea

A recipe I make from the Looniespoons cookbook and appropriate for all that put on a few
pounds during the isolation period:
SLIMply orange chicken
Voila... a yummy, easy and quick dish
4 Boneless Skinless chicken breasts (about 1 ½ pounds or 680 g)
·¼ tsp. each –freshly ground pepper and salt
· 1 tbsp. olive oil
· 1 can mandarin oranges in light syrup (10 oz/284ml)
· 2 tbsp. honey Dijon mustard
· 1 tsp cornstarch
1. Sprinkle both sides of chicken with salt & pepper.
2. Heat olive oil in 10 “ non stick skillet over medium high heat.
3. Add chicken and cook for 3-4 minutes each side, until lightly browned and no longer pink
inside.
4. Add mandarin oranges with syrup to blender or food processor. Pulse on & off once or
twice until oranges are coarsely pureed (slightly chunky).
5. Add oranges to skillet along with mustard. Cook and stir over med high heat for 1 minute.
6. Whisk cornstarch with an equal amount of water until smooth. Add to orange mixture in
skillet.
7. Cook and stir mixture until it is bubbly and has thickened.
8. Return chicken to skillet. Reduce heat to low. Spoon sauce over chicken.
9. Cover and simmer for 3-4 minutes until chicken is hot and completely cooked through.
10. Serve with rice. Can garnish with orange slices and parsley.

Marc Coté
For a few of my 30 years at CBC Montreal I hosted the weekend morning radio show.
It was the typical music and news, time and weather checks program, but betwixt and
between these there was a lot of available clock space for other items of interest. So I was
always on the lookout for the odd, the quirky, to present to our audience. On a weekend
day 25 years ago they heard the following.
“Strangers can sometimes be baffled advertising
messages that we locals understand completely.
Four Australian women were in Canada recently as
part of their seven-week North American tour. They
were breeders of Newfoundland dogs, checking out
reputable kennels here and in the United States.
They spent much of a day at our place as my wife
is a Newfoundland breeder of note. They told her of
being perplexed by the signage that they saw in
many places in Quebec. The two word message
appeared on cards in people's windows......., or
was printed on sometimes large placards affixed to
stakes in people's lawns. What shocked the visitors
was not that a request for, or an offer of, such an
intimate service as they imagined, was openly
advertised, but the sheer number of such offers. I
apologized to them for laughing out loud when they
asked me about this.

Then I explained to them that the words meant “For rent”, which in French reads “A
LOUER” and that it was not an offer of, nor a request for, the services of
“A LOVER”

GLENORA FISHERIES STATION, PICTON ... MAY 24th, 2018
On Thursday morning May 24th, twenty-five PROBUS Members travelled to
the Glenora Fisheries Station in Picton for a presentation by Steve McNevin,
the Operations Supervisor. Steve explained that his staff, working closely with
their New York State counterparts, are responsible for the well being of all the
fish life and environmental issues in Lake Ontario.
Fish stocking programs, including the significant annual monitoring of all fish
species within the Lake are a major part of their operation. This function also
includes monitoring the major spawning streams that feed into the Lake.
The 1-hour presentation was both extremely educational and very
enlightening in how much effort is put into maintaining the stock levels and
the health and well being of the fish within the lake; something that we all take
for granted.

Steve McNevin explaining his Facility’s operational activities to our group
Following the presentation, we all proceeded to the ground floor level to tour
the rest of the facility. The first room was filled with large fish tanks displaying
many of the fish species that inhabit Lake Ontario for example; Sturgeon,
Northern Pike, Lake Trout, Pacific Chinook & Coho Salmon, Gar Pike, Large
and Small Mouth Bass etc.
Steve explained that they use these tanks for educational purposes for school
visits.
Other fish activities include monitoring invasive species and those that are on
the endangered list. One such specie is the American Eel which is born in the
Sargasso Sea in the North Atlantic and migrates to our fresh water lakes for

several years before returning to the ocean to spawn. Sadly, many are killed at
our Hydro Electric Plants during their return migration period, so a rescue
mission is currently in place. Since commercial fishing is now prohibited for the
American Eel, any that are netted can be brought to the Picton Fisheries
Station to retrieve a bounty for each fish weighing over 2.5 lb. These fish are
collected each Tuesday and Thursday by the Ministry of Natural Resources
and transported past the Hydro Electric Plants and are safely deposited in the
Saint Lawrence for a safe return to the ocean.

Large Fish Tanks behind Steve McNevin & Holding Tank for the American Eels
As previously stated, a major function of the fisheries is monitoring the activity
of fish within Lake Ontario. In order to accurately do so, the fish are tagged
with electonic devices. The fish are sedated using a very low voltage electric
current, during which time an electronic signalling device is surgically
implanted into the fish.
The activity of the fish is then recorded as it travels around the lake.
Below, a demonstration of this tagging procedure was performed by another
Steve and Casandra (2 of Steve McNevin’s staff)

The above summary covers only a small portion of the Glenora Fisheries
Station’s activities and special thanks was expressed to Steve, Steve and
Casandra for a wonderful 2 hours at their facility.
Following the Glenora Fisheries Station visit, we all took a short drive to the;
“The Inn – Lake on The Mountain” for lunch.

Peter Ramsden
In the early 1980's I was fortunate to have a sales territory of Africa south of the Sahara selling
synthetic fibre to the textile industry.
On one trip we spent the weekend being
entertained by our agent in the Kroger
National Park. We arrived late Saturday at a
small camp called Mbale having spent
Friday and most of Saturday at Mala Mala
where we saw 3 of the Big 5 game animals.
We had a small incident on arrival.
I was seated up front next to the pilot as we
made our approach to the packed earth
landing strip. As usual I was talking. He was
concentrating. As we got down below 100
feet he suddenly opened the throttle and blew back into the sky. I asked what happened and he
pointed to the right of me. As I turned and looked I could see a herd of zebra scattering away.
Apparently they like to graze on the grass of the landing strip and this was his technique for clearing
them out prior to him landing.
About 5:30 am on Sunday we were out with a ranger in his open topped Land Rover looking for
game when his radio crackled into life. It was his partner telling him to get us over to a particular
spot. As we got going the ranger told us the story of what we hopefully would see. A couple of years
before they had found a litter of baby
cheetahs whose mother had been
killed. They took them into the camp
at Mbale and raised them. There
came a time when they were ready
for release into the wild but the Park
authorities decided they might prey
on local children and they should be
put down instead of released. Our
ranger smiled and said...
“Tragically before the order could be
carried out an elephant walked
through the cheetahs compound and
they escaped.”

A hunt was organised and 4 of the 5 cheetahs were shot. However, the last one had already made a
kill in the wild and was deemed to be no more threat than any other wild animal and so was allowed
to live. Sheba as they called her would disappear for months on end and then casually walk into the
camp – causing near heart attacks to any resident visitors who weren't in on the background. Sheba
had been sighted by the other ranger and we were heading over to see if she would still be there. She
was. As you can see she had just killed a small antelope and was eating.
We approached very carefully and our ranger told us to get out very quietly and carefully so as not to
spook her. The only sound was the knocking of our knees as we got out and slowly approached one of
the most deadly animals in the world out in the middle of the African wilderness. We were so close
that one of our party was able to stroke the back of her head as she ate. Not me! Not for a million
dollars!
After that the rest of the morning was an anti climax and we flew out to Johannesburg at lunch time.

And that is how I met an African Queen.

Blessed is the man, who having nothing to
say, abstains from giving wordy evidence of
the fact.
George Eliot

This club has been very, very, good.
In order to keep that going we need a strong management team.
We have lots of talent in our club.
Let's use it.
PROBUS CLUB OF PRESQU’ILE
MANAGEMENT TEAM POSITON STATUS 2020-2021
PRESIDENT:

DEBBIE DUPUIS

VICE PRESIDENT

MARILYN BINKLEY (NOMINEE)

PAST PRESIDENT

JOHN GURNEY

TREASURER

DAVID CROUCH (NOMINEE)

SECRETARY

CAROL SIMPSON

PROGRAM

ANN VOWLES

MEMBERSHIP

ANN SUTTON

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

PETER RAMSDEN

HOUSE
COMMUNICATIONS

VACANT
LINDA CROUCH (NOMINEE)

SOCIAL/HOSPITALITY

VACANT/VACANT

COMMUNITY LIAISON

VACANT

*All positions, except, President and Past President, are open.
AUGUST NEWSLETTER AD FROM NOMINATING CHAIR, JEAN FINKLE:
Please review the lineup of positions available and if you’re interested
in one of these positions, please contact Jean Finkle, 613-242-5387 or
jeanefinkle@gmail.com not later than August 10th, 2020.

2019-20 Presqu’ile PROBUS Management Team
President
John Gurney

613-779-1373

Past President
Jean Finkle

613-242-5387

Treasurer
Chris Penhall

613-475-3779

Secretary
Carol Simpson

705-313-9788

613-475-3467

Membership Chair
Ann Sutton

416-723-2004

Social Chair
Linda Crouch

613-475-3467

Programme Chair
Ann Vowles

416-518-0467

Newsletter Editor
Peter Ramsden

613-438-2573

Communications
Marilyn Binkley

613-439-8826

613-848-1951

Community Liaison
Bob Vear

613-475-6104

Public Relations Chair
David Crouch

House Len Williams

Vice President
Debbie Dupuis

905-439-2136

Check with your coordinator for what is happening.
PROBUS Presqu’ile Special Interest Groups can start up again subject to the guidance given by both
the Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge District Health Unit and the Province of Ontario

Golf – Ladies and Gentlemen
Coordinator – None at the moment
“Meet & Eat” Potluck Dinner Group
Coordinator Don Young
Email: don.linda.young@hotmail.com
Phone: 613-475-2600.

“Lunch Bunch”
Contacts: Bob Collins phone at 613-439-9757 or by Email at
bobcollins1949@gmail.com June Davis at june1davis@outlook.com “or” Debbie
Bradley at deb.bradley2018@gmail.com
Bridge Group
Coordinators - Bill & Sue Graham bgraham6048@gmail.com
Bowling Club
Coordinator – Fred Smith – fredwandasmith@gmail.com
The Book Club.
Co-ordinator Shari Burke
beagleburke@gmail.com
Progressive Euchre Group
Coordinator Bob Burke on 613-438-2222 or at
beagleburke@gmail.com
………………………………………………………………………………

Walking Group
Coordinator Debbie Bradley 905 782-2579
deb.bradley2018@gmail.com
Bid Euchre Group
Coordinator: Barb & Jim at bcairney@sympatico.ca or
jamesoliver.st@gmail.com _____

If my body were a car, this is the time I would be thinking about trading it in for a
newer model
I've got bumps and dents and scratches in my finish and my paint job is getting a
little dull.
But that's not the worst of it.
My headlights are out of focus. And it's especially hard to see things up close.
My traction is not as graceful as it once was. I slip and slide and skid and bump
into things even in the best of weather
My whitewalls are stained with varicose veins.
It takes me hours to reach my maximum speed and my fuel rate burns inefficiently.
But here's the worst of it.
Almost every time I sneeze, cough or sputter, either my radiator leaks or MY EXHAUST
BACKFIRES

And this from Suzanne Bruyea..

We are having a free take-out meal at noon on
Wednesdays for August. (Donations are accepted,
but not required)
At this point, the shopping has not been done, so I
can not give you a menu.
We are using containers with three sections, so are
planning to have a meat, a vegetable, and a
starch(potatoes, rice, noodles) There will also be a
simple dessert we can put in a little bag.
We ask people to give us a number of meals
required and order by Tuesday at 4:00 p.m. by calling
613-475-5472 or via email at
tsafreelunch@gmail.com, leave a name and a
contact -(phone or email) please.
Then you would come by the Trinity St. Andrews
United Church hall door at 56 Prince Edward Street,
Brighton at NOON on WEDNESDAY.
Someone will be at the door with a list of people and
number of meals requested.
You can approach the door or have someone bring
the meals to you. Walking or driving both work.
Thank you.

