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President’s Message
The Province will have entered Stage 2 by the time you are reading this Newsletter. The
time to actually get to meet in person is getting ever closer. I had optimistically thought our
July General Meeting could possible be a hybrid meeting however that doesn’t seem
possible yet. The availability of the second vaccine is helping things look up as well.
Your Management Team has been working on the By Laws and Membership renewal in
preparation for the Annual General Meeting in September. This Newsletter has a copy of the
By Laws as approved by the Management Team. Please look over these By Laws and bring
any questions or concerns to the Team via email. These By Laws will need to be approved
at the September meeting.
There is also a Membership renewal form. Please complete the form and return with your
payment by mail to PO Box 606, Brighton K0K 1H0 before the September Annual Meeting
on September 15.
Last but not least, Our July 21st general meeting will be via Zoom.
Thanks to our Programme Committee.
Please reply via email should you wish to receive a Zoom invitation.
Speaker for July is:

John Immerseel
Topic: The social and economic conditions leading to the phenomena of
postwar Dutch emigration to Canada.
Hope to see you all soon
Stay safe.
Debbie

Ann Knop

July 7th

June Davis
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Peter Ramsden
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Helen Conlon
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Alexandra Bedard
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Marilyn Binkley

July 23rd

Bill Graham

July 28th

Judy McArthur

July 29th

Another Zoom General Meeting.
Debbie Dupuis opened the meeting at 10:00 am as you can see.

Welcome everyone to the June 2021 General Meeting.
Seems vaccines are well underway and we are getting closer to being able
to reopen however in all likelihood our first in person meeting will take
place in the fall.
The July newsletter will contain the annual membership renewal form. It
will also hopefully include a copy of the final draft of our revised club
bylaws. If you have any questions regarding either, please contact one of
the management team for assistance.
I will now turn things over to our Programme Chair, Ann Vowles, to
introduce today’s guest speaker.

Ann Vowles, Programme Chair, welcomed our Guest Speaker, Lianne
Harris.
Lianne currently works as the History, Culture and Social Studies
Resource Specialist Consultant with the Toronto Board of Education and
curriculum advisor for Upper Canada College, having taught over 80 000
teachers and students (usually in authentic period clothing). In 2003, she
was selected by W.O.M.A.D. as one of Toronto’s Women of Influence and
in 2009 was invited to be a contributing author of the Canadian best-seller
business/self-help book,
'The Power of Women United'.
Lianne’s forte is bringing history to life in engaging and entertaining ways.
Her topic “Royal Scandals” did not disappoint. On zoom and in costume,

Lianne selected juicy English royal scandals that made a significant
impact on history. Ranging from marital cheaters, upstarts, traitors to
buried secrets.
Ann thanked Lianne for presenting at today’s meeting. The very positive
feedback from the attendees made it abundantly clear the presentation
was
enjoyed by all.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 am.

So it is, so it WAS.
You might have caught the recent TV item about a research team that managed to
synthesize spider silk, which is one of the strongest things in nature, in relation to its
size and weight. Decades ago, a group at Macdonald College, the agriculture faculty of
McGill University was looking at the possibility but was not successful. Synthetic
spider silk has the potential for many uses. Think of it. Invisible thread. Just the thing
to freak out aunt Maud when strung across the doorway of your visitor's room which
she had come to consider a permanent domicile. But, will 3S live up to everyone's
expectations? Or will it fall victim to unpredictable changes. Great developments at
times have become redundant when lifestyles have taken sudden turns. For example,
this environmentally beneficial achievement which I described to my radio listeners in
February of 1996.
Last year's news could help grow your next
order of french fries!!! Carbon-rich residue
from the Daishowa newspaper de-inking
plant in Quebec city is a good soil
conditioner, and can improve moisture
retention in the sandy soil that is used to
grow potatoes. Increasingly, newspapers in
North America are being recycled, and
made into.......other newspapers. But as
they are going through the process 5 or 6

times, the fibers are being battered, and
eventually, they break. It is mostly these
broken fibers that form the residue at the
de-inking plant. The good, long fibers leave
the plant in big rolls of clean paper to be
printed on again. But the residue, dry, grey,
and sort of fluffy, piles up at the rate of 70
thousand cubic metres a year. Since 1991,
papermaker Daishowa has been funding
research at Laval University.

The big question was, "What can we do with this stuff?" The answer seems to
be..."spread it around".A major concern for the research team was "Is it toxic?" The
150 chemicals in the residue were checked out and it was ascertained that they were
not harmful. Next question..."How can this material be useful?" It seems it can be when
incorporated into clay or sandy soil.
6, 12, or even 18 tonnes of the residue can be spread onto an hectare of land, (21/2
acres), then discked under.
The only drawback is that it is so deficient in nitrogen that it can not sustain the growth
of all plants successfully. So it is best to first seed alfalfa or legumes into the soil, as
these plants can grab the nitrogen fertilizer that they need right out of the air, and
shove it down into their roots. They can fix enough nitrogen to assure their own
growth, and leave a lot more besides for the next crop. After a year, or maybe two, of
this, a farmer can go back to growing his regular crop and will benefit from moisture
retention and increased microbial growth in the soil for many, many years. In a
drought, having incorporated this residue into the soil could mean not having the
bother and expense of irrigating. Or, for a farmer who has no irrigation system, it could
mean harvesting a normal crop instead of a lot of sub-sized spuds.
And so, here and now in Covid times, we realize that the computer and electronic
news distribution has upset another potato cart.
Marc Coté.

Our first is a non-travel travel
story. A case of if Mohamed
can't go to the mountain then
the mountain must come to
Mohamed. That's what
happened to our good friend
Evelyn as you can see below.
Hawaii! Why not!

The second is a travel story and a TV series review all in one.
The Lake District in NW England has always been a favourite place of mine.
Barbara and I visited there often. Her
parents had a trailer just outside Ambleside
in a spot called Skelwith Fold which we
poor newlyweds used for vacations.
It can be rainy and misty but it can also be
glorious with a quality of light that I've
never found elsewhere. If you are a walker
it is heaven with vast numbers of walks
both easy and challenging. Valley walks
and those to the highest peaks.

View from Keswick to Grisdale Pike
And now to the review.
Recently I found a programme from
BBC4 which examines the walks
made famous by the guides of Alfred
Wainright. The presenter, Julia
Bradbury, does a selection of the 214
walks that Wainright documented in
his guides. She talks with people who
know the background to the walk and
places of interest along the way. If
you love spectacular scenery this is
for you. If you love walking you may
just have found a “bucket list” item.

BBC4 Wainright Walks Series 1 Episode 1
A skeptical anthropologist was cataloguing South American folk
remedies with the assistance of a tribal pujo who indicated that the
leaves of a particular fern were a sure cure for any case of
constipation. When the anthropologist expressed his doubts, the
pujo looked him in the eye and said,
“Let me tell you, with fronds like these, you don’t need enemas.”

An Arab Sheik was admitted to the Hospital for heart surgery, but prior to the
surgery, the doctors needed to have some of his blood type stored in case the need
arose.
As the gentleman had an extremely rare type of blood that couldn't be found locally,
the call went out around the world.
Finally, a Scotsman was located who had the same rare blood type. After some
coaxing, the Scot donated his blood for the Arab.
After the surgery, the Arab sent the Scotsman a BMW, a diamond necklace for his
wife, and $100,000 US dollars in appreciation for the blood donation.
A few months later, the Sheik had to undergo a further corrective surgical
procedure. His doctor telephoned the Scotsman who was more than happy to
donate his blood once again.
After the second surgery the Arab sent the Scotsman a thank-you card and a box of
Quality Street chocolates.
The Scotsman was shocked that the Arab did not reciprocate his kind gesture as he
had anticipated. He phoned the Arab and asked him, "I thought you would be more
generous than that. Last time you sent me a BMW, diamonds and money, but this
time you only sent me a lousy thank-you card and a crappy box of chocolates?"
To this the Arab replied, "Aye Laddie, but I now have Scottish blood in me veins."

In Memory of
Sadly, since the last newsletter we lost two members.

a

Barbara Ramsden

During the morning of May 7th Barbara Ramsden passed
away peacefully after battling with pulmonary fibrosis and,
subsequently, head and neck cancer. Her illnesses prevented
her from participating more fully in PROBUS but she loved the
energy of the General Meetings, the camraderie of the Lunch
Bunch and and the fun of heading off to the theatre in a group
be that in Port Hope or at The Barn in Brighton. She was quite
shy person but, sat with a cider in hand at lunch or dinner, she
was good company because she listened as much as she
spoke.
Always there with a dish for Social lunches at the General
Meetings. Participating was important to her.

She felt very self conscious when she had to use oxygen but that didn't stop her being there.
We were never more fortunate than when Don and Linda Young introduced us to PROBUS of
Presqu'ile and she loved every minute of it.
We will miss her.

On May 18th, our club lost one of it’s chartered members, Don
Young, after a very courageous battle with Pancreatic Cancer. Don
was a very active and supportive member of the club, since
September of 2014. We will all remember his little “smile!
During our first PROBUS Christmas celebration, Don was our
“Santa Claus” at the request of Dot Worobetz, who was Vice
President at the time. Certainly, a fitting role, for Don’s jolly
personality.

Don Young

Don was our newsletter editor, for the majority of the time, he was a
member of the club, taking over the role, from Nancy Hall in the fall
of 2015. Don added his “British” humour to our newsletter, as well
as his personal touch. If you attended a PROBUS event, Don likely
made sure, your picture was in the newsletter.

An active member of our Management Committee, Don
jumped on the idea of us encouraging Brighton, residents to
join the club. When, Management agreed to award a $50 gift
certificate to the member, who sponsored the most new
members during the year, Don took to the street, asking just
about everyone he met, if they would be interested in joining
our club. As a result, we now have active members Marilyn
Binkley (currently Vice President), and Peter Ramsden
(currently Newsletter Editor), as well as many others in our
club. Because, of his efforts of encouraging current members
to join the Club, Don was the winner of the gift certificate,
which he used to purchase one of his favourite beverages, Single Malt Scotch! Don was
certainly a great team player.
For most of his time as a member, Don was the
coordinator of the “Meat and Eat”, Potluck
Dinner Group, and was an active member of the
Euchre Group. Don truly believed that the main
purpose of PROBUS was social interaction and
meeting new friends. Don and Linda attended
the majority of social events, organized by the
club.
Although, members of the club only knew Don
for 7 years, many felt that we knew him much
longer, due to the many stories he liked to tell. Whether it was about English Football,
growing up as the son of a coal miner in Yorkshire, or his family. To both Don and Linda,
family was and is very important, and two of their children Tara and Brian, have attended
PROBUS functions, as Don and Linda’s guests.
Don will be greatly missed by all of us. As a club we all express our condolences to Linda and
his whole his family. When we are finally able to get together again, we will all raise a glass to
DON!!
David Crouch

July 2020!
Just a year ago. It's seems so long.

It was pretty hot for the day of our “Shoot” so Sandy rode in
air -conditioned luxury with your Newsletter Editor.

First to see Marc Coté. As always
perfectly turned out and getting in
the swing of things for upcoming
Canada Day.
Cool Shades Marc!

Then on to Ward Drive where more
preparations for Canada Day were
taking place. This lot take no prisoners
when dressing up!

Bruce Aikman has got flag
bearing down to a fine art.
Definitely more flamboyant
than 8 Wing in Trenton might
have done it.

More cool shades
from
Vicky McGann

Marilyn and Harvey
Binkley were a riot
in red
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Bowling Group
The bowling group will not meet until September. If anyone is interested, please
contact Fred Smith (613-403-4002 or fredwandasmith@gmail.com).
Golf Group
David Crouch has kindly agreed to resume running the golf group. Even better they will
meet on the 12th of July and the 26th of July. Venue to be decided. Please contact David
if you are interested.
Breakfast at the Big Apple. We will be restarting this activity in July. Date will be the
20th and time 9:30 am.

Golf – Ladies and Gentlemen
Restart in July
Coordinator – David Crouch
“Meet & Eat” Potluck Dinner Group
Currently not meeting
Coordinator None at present
Email:
Phone:

“Lunch Bunch”
Currently Not Meeting
Contacts: Bob Collins phone at 613-439-9757 or by Email at
bobcollins1949@gmail.com June Davis at june1davis@outlook.com “or” Debbie
Bradley at deb.bradley2018@gmail.com
Bridge Group
Currently not meeting
Coordinators - Bill & Sue Graham bgraham6048@gmail.com
Bowling Club
Will not meet until September
Coordinator – Fred Smith – fredwandasmith@gmail.com

The Book Club.
Currently not meeting
Co-ordinator Shari Burke
beagleburke@gmail.com
Progressive Euchre Group
Currently not meeting
Coordinator Bob Burke on 613-438-2222 or at
beagleburke@gmail.com
………………………………………………………………………………

Walking Group
Open.
Any PROBUS Club member can feel free to join in. Just meet at
Polywogs at 8:30 Tuesday morning
Coordinator Debbie Bradley 905 782-2579
deb.bradley2018@gmail.com
Bid Euchre Group

Currently not meeting
Coordinator: Barb & Jim at bcairney@sympatico.ca or
jamesoliver.st@gmail.com _____

On the following page you will find a
Membership Renewal form.
Please note that as a result of Covid 19
restrictions,the 2021- 2022 membership renewal
process begins on July 1 and will continue through
Sept 15. That will not be the case in future years.
This is an exceptional year.
I think that everyone can agree on that!

PROBUS CLUB
OF PRESQU'ILE
P.O. Box 606 Brighton, ON K0K 1H0

Annual Membership RENEWAL (2021-2022)

STEP 1: Please Print Clearly
Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Address:

No change

New address is:

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
The annual membership fee is due
and payable by the 31st of July of
each year.
The 2021-2022 Membership renewal process
begins on July 1st 2021
and will continue through September 15th 2021
Please note that there will be no extension
on the September 15th date.

________________________________
Email:

No change

New email is:

________________________________
Phone:

No change

New # is: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

To ensure your timely renewal, please
complete the form to the left and either bring it
to the next PROBUS Club of Presqu’ile
meeting or mail it to:
P.O. Box 606 Brighton, ON K0K 1H0

STEP 2: If your spouse/partner is also renewing, print
their information below.
Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

We’ve tried to streamline the process and
ensure accuracy of information and monies.

Email:

Same, or _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

This form satisfies a number of objectives:

Phone:

Same, or _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

• makes the renewal process easy
• spouses can renew on the same form
• identifies amount owing and method of
payment to support appropriate reconciliation
of monies

STEP 3: Please submit with the correct
Membership Fee:

Cash

One Person: $30.

Cheque
Two People: $60.

(Please make cheque payable to PROBUS Club of Presqu’ile)

• allows for validation by the Club of monies
received and update of membership list
Please ensure that you notify us of any
changes to your contact information and feel free
to use the back of this form if necessary

Official Club Use Only:
$ Received: _________

Date: _________

Amount validated by: ________ (initials)
Membership list updated by: ________ (initials)

The Club appreciates your timely response.
"THANK YOU"

Our strength is fellowship – our
success is participation

